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21 Bloomsbury 
London WC1B 3HF 
 

Ada Zaffina 
 
 
By email to:    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx  
  
 
 
Our ref: FOI-2018-0060 
 
 
8 November 2018 
 
 
Dear Ms Zaffina, 
 
 
Thank you for your emails of 4 and 10 October 2018, in which you requested the 
following information: 
 
“1. I am aware that the OGA granted a long term production consent for Licence PL235 
“Development and Production Works” on 20th October 2017, which expires on 28th October 2019. 
Can the OGA confirm whether this consent covers the appraisal works on well BRX4Z, for which 
planning consent was granted on 15 August? 
 
2. If the answer to question 1 is "NO", which OGA consent covers appraisal works on BRX4Z? 
 
3. Point 2 (d) ii of the long term production consent says that a connection to the local electricity 
distribution grid needs to be in place before production of gas begins. Can the OGA confirm whether 
this connection has been established.  
 
4. How does the OGA verify whether a connection to electricity grid has been put in place? 
 
These still look like they could be answered as ordinary business, but, if not, please let me know 
ASAP.” 

And after clarification: 

“By Appraisal Works I mean the activities that were permitted by Surrey County Council on 15 Aug 
2018, MO/2018/0444. The planning permission covers:  
 
THE RETENTION OF THE BRX4 WELL, 
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THER EGULARISATION OF THE BRX4Z SIDETRACK, AND THE APPRAISAL OF BRX4Z USINGPRODUCTION 
PLANT AND EQUIPMENT WITHIN THE EXISTING SITE, FOR A TEMPORARY PERIOD OF THREE YEARS 
(PART RETROSPECTIVE).  
 
You can see the decision document here:  
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrockhamoilwell.files.wordp
ress.com%2F2018%2F09%2Fscc-ref-2017-0215_planning_decision-
notice.pdf&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cfoirequests%40ogauthority.co.uk%7Cbfe6283eaebd48e23e4f08d
62ebd46ab%7Ce681c59d868e488780face36f1f21b0f%7C0%7C0%7C636747787822986899&amp;sda
ta=%2FPB9%2FzzQ2Wcw0mJlCJWHVJp3YMO4C0IlHqa4pTEwMTI%3D&amp;reserved=0 
 
According to the National Planning Policy Framework, "appraisal" is one of the specific planning 
stages in the three phases of development (exploration, appraisal and production).  
 
You can see the discussion about terminology used in the application for planning permission in the 
article below. The terminology needed to be changed from "production evaluation" to "appraisal" 
before the application was validated. The operator also said that “The proposed application will not 
seek permission for long-term production.” 
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrillordrop.com%2F2018%2
F01%2F20%2Fangus-energys-planning-application-for-brockham-oil-site-
invalid%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cfoirequests%40ogauthority.co.uk%7Cbfe6283eaebd48e23e4f08
d62ebd46ab%7Ce681c59d868e488780face36f1f21b0f%7C0%7C0%7C636747787822986899&amp;sd
ata=oUZ9bFcHZm3qajbPR0%2F4sbjKerg71HL3h3Jy70VEzRo%3D&amp;reserved=0 
 
There is no planning permission for production from BRX4Z at this stage. Please see this 
correspondence from Surrey County Council to the OGA dated 22 Aug 2017, which clearly states that 
"For the avoidance of doubt, the CPA considers that no planning permission exists for the sidetrack 
Brx4Z as an exploratory well or for production from it." Since that letter, planning permission for the 
drilling of the exploratory well was granted on 15 Aug 2018 via MO/2018/0444, but this did not 
include permission for production.  
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatdotheyknow.co
m%2Frequest%2F425487%2Fresponse%2F1034280%2Fattach%2F3%2FLetter%2520to%2520OGA%2
520220817%2520Redacted.pdf%3Fcookie_passthrough%3D1&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cfoirequests%
40ogauthority.co.uk%7Cbfe6283eaebd48e23e4f08d62ebd46ab%7Ce681c59d868e488780face36f1f2
1b0f%7C0%7C0%7C636747787822986899&amp;sdata=%2Bbw2TmZOh9XMRovGg8uQN6DNUcoiLU
u%2BAfOvreTgTW0%3D&amp;reserved=0 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ada Zaffina” 
 

Your request is being considered under the Environmental Information Regulations 
2004 (‘the EIRs’) on the basis that the information you have sought disclosure of, 
does in our view, fall within the definition of ‘environmental information’ as stated in 
the EIRs.  
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However, to the extent that any of the information requested may not be 
environmental, we have also considered your requests under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 (FOIA). Accordingly, your requests have been dealt with under 
the terms of the EIRs and the FOIA 

We are writing to advise you that the time limit for responding to your request for 
information needs to be extended. 

Under the EIRs, we are required to respond to requests as soon as possible, and in 
any case no later than 20 working days after receiving a request. However, by 
regulation 7 the period of 20 working days may be extended up to a total of 40 
working days if we reasonably believe that the complexity and volume of the 
information requested means that it is impractical to comply with a request within the 
earlier period or to make a decision to refuse to do so.  

In respect of your request, we believe that regulation 7 applies. Therefore, although 
we shall not be able to respond fully to your request within the 20 working day 
period, we shall do so as soon as possible within the extended period.  

Under the FOIA a public authority is also permitted to extend the period of time in 
which to reply when it is necessary to consider a test of the public interest. 

We hope to provide you with a response by 6 December 2018. 

 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Strategy Directorate 
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