
  
  
    [image: WhatDoTheyKnow]
  

  
    Download original attachment
    
(PDF file)
  

  
    This is an HTML version of an attachment to the Freedom of Information request
    'MOD Independent Safety Organisation'.
  




  
    
      
[bookmark: 1]     

Issue 2 

 

DEFENCE NUCLEAR REGULATION STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 
PREAMBLE 
 
The Letter of Delegation to the Director, Defence Safety and Environment Authority (DSEA) 
requires that stakeholder committees be established on a domain basis; the purpose of such a 
committee is given as providing a consultative and influencing forum by which stakeholders can 
offer views on emerging legislation, MOD regulatory regimes, policies, requirements, guidance and 
processes and can consider high-level safety performance matters.  The Defence Nuclear 
Regulation Stakeholder Committee (DNRSC) responds to this requirement in respect of the 
regulation of nuclear and radiological safety and environmental protection in the Defence Nuclear 
Programmes (DNP). 
 
PURPOSE 
 
Under the chairmanship of Director DSEA, the DNRSC will provide the forum for influence and 
consultation between the Defence Nuclear Safety Regulator (DNSR) and senior stakeholders 
about nuclear and radiological safety and environmental protection regulation in the DNP. 
 
DNSR’s specific responsibilities are at Annex A.  DNRSC business will focus on, but not be 
constrained to, emerging legislation and standards, the MOD regulatory regime (comprising 
policies, requirements, standards and processes) and DNSR’s annual report which will inform 
stakeholders about its high-level conclusions about safety and environmental protection 
performance in the DNP resulting from its regulatory activities. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
Chairman 

Director, Defence Safety & Environment Authority 

 

 

MOD Regulator 

Head of Defence Nuclear Safety Regulator 

 

 

Stakeholders: senior duty-holders 

DE&S - Chief of Materiel (Fleet) 

 

DE&S - Director Submarines 

 

Assistant Chief of Naval Staff (Support) 

 

 

Stakeholders: policy, capability 

Head of CBRN Pol 

etc. 

Head of Deterrent & Underwater Capability 

 

Strategic Technologies Dep Hd, NWSTC 

 

DefSy - Nuclear Security & Emergency Planning Asst Hd 

 

 

Statutory Regulators (observing) 

Office for Nuclear Regulation 

 Environment 

Agency 

 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

 

 

Non-Departmental Public Body 

Defence Nuclear Safety Committee (Member or Secretary) 

(observing) 

 

 

 

As required in support on specific 

DSEA Corporate Policy & Assurance 

agenda items: 

Chief Strategic Systems Executive  

 

Head of Nuclear Propulsion 

 

Head of Strategic Weapons 

 

Head of In-service Submarines 

 

Head of Production Submarines 
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Head of Future Submarines 

 

Naval Base Commander Clyde 

 

Naval Base Commander Devonport 

 

Navy Command – CAP CSO(E) SM 

 

Two representatives of Tier 1 defence nuclear contractors 

 

DSM Chief Engineer 

 

DSM Submarine Safety Team Leader 

 

DNSR-NPR  

 

DNSR-NWR 

 

 

Secretary: 

DNSR-NWR 

Minutes Secretary 

DNSR-IORb 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
The MOD regulatory regime for nuclear and radiological safety in the DNP is promulgated in the 
following publications: 
 
 

JSP 518 – Regulation of the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Programme; 

 

JSP 538 – Regulation of the Nuclear Weapons Programme. 

 
In addition, DNSR and stakeholders at the DNRSC have an interest in: 
 
 

JSP 471 – Defence Nuclear Accident Response.  

 
MEETINGS 
 
The DNRSC will meet routinely at 6 monthly intervals or as required.  
 
MODUS OPERANDI 
 
Nuclear safety or environmental casework conducted between DNSR and duty-holders will not be 
discussed at the DNRSC; regulatory decisions will not be debated.  
 
All members of the DNRSC recognise the distinct remit of the Defence Nuclear Safety Committee 
(a Non-Departmental Public Body) and welcome its views on the business conducted at the 
DNRSC. 
 

14 Jun 12 
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Annex A to 

DNRSC ToRs 

 

DNSR SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES (from Letter of Delegation) 
 
• 

understand and, where appropriate, influence safety and environmental protection legislation 
and statutory regulatory regimes where relevant to DSEA’s remit; examine emerging 
proposals relevant to Defence, assess their impact and consider the need for and where 
necessary apply for Defence exemptions; 

 

• 

understand and, where appropriate, influence Departmental policy which may affect safety 
and environmental protection, including the SofS’s Policy Statement; 

 

• 

develop and promulgate safety and environmental protection regulatory regimes for Defence 
activities on a domain basis; where practicable, each regime should maximise coherence 
with its statutory equivalent (or near-equivalent) and with other MOD regulatory regimes 
(including those of the MAA); 

 

• 

maintain and implement processes, consistent with the regulatory regime, to inspect and 
audit Defence activities for compliance with regulatory policies, requirements and standards;  

 

• 

maintain and implement processes, consistent with the regulatory regime, to certify, license, 
authorise, approve, agree and/or permission Defence activities; where appropriate, MOD 
regulatory permission is to be necessary prior to conducting a Defence activity.  If such 
permission is withheld or withdrawn, the activity is to cease where this is provided for in the 
regulatory regime;  

 

• 

maintain and implement processes, consistent with the regulatory regime, to enforce MOD 
regulatory policies, requirements and standards; the imposition of significant sanctions is be 
reported to Director DSEA, PUS and, where appropriate, SofS; 

 

• 

maintain and implement processes, consistent with the regulatory regime, to investigate any 
incident or emergency occurring during the conduct of Defence activities; 

 

• 

develop and promulgate guidance to those conducting Defence activities to facilitate their 
compliance with legislation, statutory and MOD regulatory policies, requirements and 
standards; 

 

• 

promote and foster appropriate culture and continuous improvement in safety and 
environmental protection by those conducting Defence activities; 

 

• 

contribute to the production of an annual DSEA report which includes: a summary of safety 
and environmental protection performance within DSEA’s remit (scrutinising duty-holders’ 
assurance reports as necessary), the identification of issues (with associated regulatory risk) 
and an account of the health of MOD regulation; based on this, PUS will report to the 
Defence Board, the Defence Audit Committee and SofS; 

 

• 

notwithstanding the annual report, alert Director DSEA if any serious issue threatens safety 
or environmental protection within DSEA’s remit; 

 

• 

promote and foster peer relationships with relevant statutory regulators and Government 
departments; establish liaison arrangements; where appropriate, develop and maintain joint 
regulatory regimes to secure complete regulation of Defence activities; 

 

• 

promote and foster peer relationships with relevant foreign regulatory authorities or 
Government agencies. 
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