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Department for Levelling up, Housing and 
Communities
Fry Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF

Tel:030 3444 0000
www.gov.uk/dluhc

 

Stephen Delahunty
Via email

Date: 11 April 2022

 

 
Dear Stephen Delahunty,
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 - 15764912
 
Thank you for your request for information which was received on 14 February 2022 
and has been considered under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  
 
You requested:
 
For the meeting held on 23/06/2021 between Lord Greenhalgh and Developers 
Roundtable, Dean Finch, CEO (Persimmon), Angela Dowding, Group Solicitor 
(Countryside), Tim Collins, Head of Corporate Communications (Barratt) 
Simon Scougall, Group General Counsel (Bellway) ,Keith Carnegie, CEO (Vistry 
Group) , with purpose Meeting to discuss Commonhold could you please provide the 
following information: 

* A full list of attendees, including full names and titles as well as who the attendee 
represents 
* A copy of the meeting agenda 
* Meeting notes/minutes taken during the meeting, as well as any briefing notes and 
papers 
* Any correspondence associated with the attendees, including debriefs of the 
meeting via email or other forms of communication.
 
Your request has been considered under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

We can confirm that some of the information requested is held by the Department for 
Levelling up, Housing and Communities and we are able to provide some of this 
information.  Please find attached to this response the agenda and list of attendees 
for the meeting .

The remainder of the located information is exempt from disclosure under sections 
35(1)(a) and 40 of the FOI Act as it relates to the formulation / development of 
government policy and personal information. 
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Section 35(1)(a) applies to some of the information as it relates to the formulation 
and development of government policy. Section 35 is a qualified exemption and we 
have considered whether the balance of the public interest favours the release of this 
material. 

There will always be some general public interest in disclosure of information relating 
to the development of government policies, in order to promote transparency and 
accountability of Government Departments. The Department recognises that this 
public interest allows for the scrutiny of the decision making process and 
Government policy. 

However there is a strong public interest in ensuring that there is a safe space in 
which Ministers must feel able to consider the information and advice before them 
and be able to reach objective, fully-informed decisions without the risk of premature 
disclosure. 

This is an ongoing policy and as such its premature release would potentially 
damage the policy making process. We recognise that the public interest balance 
might change in the future, and that there might be an appropriate time to publish the 
information that has informed Ministers considerations and decision on the policy. 
However at this time, we have decided, on balance, that it is not in the public interest 
to disclose this information. 

Some of the information requested is the personal data, as defined by the Data 
Protection Act, of another individual. The first data protection principle in that Act 
states that personal data shall be processed (including any disclosure) fairly and 
lawfully and, in particular, shall not be disclosed unless at least one of the conditions 
in Schedule 2 of the DPA is also met. As the affected individuals in this case 
reasonably could not have an expectation that their personal data would be 
disclosed, to do so would breach the first data protection principle. We have 
therefore decided that, on balance, it is not in the public interest to disclose this 
information at this time.

Complaints procedure
 
If you are unhappy with this response, we will review it and report back to you. (This 
is called an internal review.) If you want us to do this, let us know by return email 
within two months of receiving this response. You can also ask by letter addressed 
to:
 
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities
Knowledge and Information Access Team
4th Floor SE, Fry Building
2 Marsham Street
London, SW1P 4DF
 
If you are unhappy with the outcome of this internal review, you can ask the 
independent Information Commissioner to investigate. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at email address xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xx or use their 
online form at ico.org.uk/concerns or call them on 0303 123 1113.
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Yours faithfully
 
 
Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities FOI Team




    

  

  
