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Dear Cllr , 
 

Thank you for your email of 16 March to Johnny Mercer MP, Minister for Defence People and 
Veterans, regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, and its impact on part-time volunteer reserve 
(PTVR) personnel. I hope you will appreciate that Mr Mercer receives a large volume of 
correspondence, and regrets he is unable to answer it all personally. Therefore, your email has 
been passed to the Defence People Secretariat within the Ministry of Defence (MOD) as the 
branch responsible for Service personnel issues and I have been asked to reply. 
 
As a nation, we owe a great debt to our Armed Forces community and it is right that they are held 
in the highest esteem by the Government and people of the UK. Please be assured that your loyal 
and dedicated service in the Army Reserves is very much appreciated.  
 
It may be helpful if I explain that questions of this nature should first be submitted via an 
individual’s Unit - Chain of Command (CoC), as any decisions on training are made by the CofC in 
accordance with Health, Safety & Environment Protection advice and guidance. 
 
As part of the MOD’s response to COVID-19, it has been necessary to curtail some Defence 
activities and redirect effort into others. As your aware, currently up to 3,000 reservists are being 
called up to aid the Military response to the pandemic. The MOD has already identified the units 
and individuals with specialist skills that will provide medical and logistical support to the NHS, or 
deliver front-line services. For some, this will lead to a disruption in normal Reserve activity and/or 
other expected paid Reserve Service Days (RSDs).  
 
You will, I hope, have since seen the Directed Letter (DL) issued by the MOD Armed Forces 
Remuneration division, dated 23 March, which provides detailed guidance on ‘part-time reservist 
pay and bounty arrangements in response to novel coronavirus (COVID-19)’; copies have been 
published on both the MODnet and Defence Connect.  
 
After careful consideration, it was decided that RSDs would be paid for periods of planned 
attendance where that specific Part-Time Volunteer Reserve (PTVR) activity had already begun 
but was curtailed due to COVID-19. However, where an activity had yet to begin, and so was 
cancelled or deferred, then the existing policy approach should continue, i.e. no payment of RSDs 
where there has been no attendance. Separately colleagues responsible for Army reserves policy 
have been looking at how reservist units might best remain engaged with their PTVR personnel, in 
particular during the current lockdown period. For example, to that end they are making use of 
online Military Annual Training Tests (MATTs) and, as detailed in ABN 054-2020 dated 1 April 
(also available online), Commanding Officers are authorised to pay 0.25 RSDs per week to PTVR 
personnel undertaking two indirectly supervised PT sessions.   
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With regard to bounties, the DL recognises that any disruption to reservist training/RSDs is likely to 
impact on the ability of reserve units and their PTVR members to complete the usual pre-requisites 
to attain the annual Certificate of Efficiency (CoE), and so also the annual tax-free bounty. Single 
Service HQs and individual unit COs already have flexibility to change such eligibility requirements 
and also to take individual circumstances into account when determining CoE eligibility. The 
guidance encourages exercising of this flexibility and there is growing confidence that, even where 
annual camps are affected, that equivalent RSDs can still be earned through virtual training during 
COVID and out-of-camp training thereafter. 
 
We are continuing to keep matters under review and, as required, further advice and guidance will 
be issued through the CoC.  
 
I hope this information is helpful.    
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Defence People Secretariat. 


