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Our Annual Fund 

At the end of the fifth year of fundraising, Kingston University’s Annual Fund has 
almost reached the half a million pound mark, with the last academic year alone 
raising over £116,000.

All this is made possible by you, our alumni. Your donations make huge differences 
to the lives of our students, who in turn go out into the world, representing and 
enhancing the reputation of our amazing University.

A big thank you to you all!

Jason Barlow
Annual Fund Manager
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...And I had the extra thrill  
of meeting a man  

who was actually called Thor,  
halfway up a glacier.



Rick Willemse
BSc Geology 2012 and recipient of a Whitten Fund grant

Donations to the Whitten Fund support 
geoscience students with the often-
considerable costs of final-year mandatory 
fieldwork. BSc Geology student Rick 
Willemse used his award to part-fund a 
trip to Iceland to investigate the effects of 
volcanic ash on the degradation of airframe 
materials. Rick said: “With my degree coming 
towards its conclusion and my bank account 
edging nervously towards the red, the award 
allowed me to breathe more easily and end 
my studies with a flourish. The trip to Iceland 

was invaluable, and collecting samples from volcanic rock was both thrilling and 
so important to the practical aspects of my dissertation. And I had the extra thrill 
of meeting a man who was actually called Thor, halfway up a glacier.”
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Francesca Jones
Former Postgraduate Scholarship Winner
MA Publishing and Creative Writing 2011

Since completing her studies, Francesca 
has undertaken vital internships that have 
quickly led to her first full-time position as an 
editorial assistant within the City & Guilds’ 
publishing department. Already exceeding 
expectations and winning the organisation’s 
Big Roar award, she would like to pass on 
her heartfelt thanks to the alumni of Kingston 
University who helped her to fully focus on 
her studies. “Donations to the Annual Fund 
made it possible for me to really throw myself 
into my studies and to excel,” Francesca 

said. “Without the huge financial burden of paying all of my fees, I also found the 
time to edit one of the University’s creative writing publications, which was crucial 
in helping me into my current position. This is why I am so tremendously thankful 
to Kingston alumni and the extraordinary help that they have given me.”
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Who’s Donating? 

Jessica Horscroft
English MPhil 1999

Jessica studied for both a BA and an MPhil 
in English Literature at Kingston and was 
proud to give something back to the University 
through the Annual Fund. Talking about her 
time at Kingston and what caused her to 
donate, Jessica said: “I suddenly went blind 
at the age of 29 and really needed something 
to give me my self-confidence back. Kingston 
did exactly that, giving me a real feeling of self-
worth. It even gave me the confidence to take 
up singing again – something that I had done 
professionally before I lost my sight. I donate 

because I love the thought that other people, young or old, could be empowered 
by the kind of experiences and opportunities that my time at Kingston gave me.”
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John Henshall
Postgraduate scholar 2012

John Henshall couldn’t believe he’d won 
a postgraduate scholarship when the call 
came through. “I was at home with my dad, 
preparing for the move to uni and I almost 
missed the call,” he said. “When I heard I’d won 
it, I couldn’t believe it – I ran into the kitchen 
screaming! It feels amazing.” John, who is 
studying geographical information systems (GIS), 
explained that he had been so worried about 
financing his studies, he almost didn’t take up 
his place. The scholarship means he will now be 
able to focus completely on his course, and take 

part in valuable extra-curricular activities such as the field trip to Malta. “I’d like to say 
thank you to the donors – your generosity means so much to me.”

John is keen to use the expert knowledge he gains at Kingston to develop the 
relatively young discipline of GIS further. His experiences of teaching English in Taiwan 
after graduating from his first degree have also had a lasting effect on him. “I’d like to 
be involved in educating children about GIS – everyone uses it in things like Google 
maps, but people don’t know about the science behind it,” he said. 
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Elizabeth Batty
Postgraduate scholar 2012

Liz Batty, who is studying a masters in 
Historic Building Conservation, knows more 
than most how valuable a scholarship is. “I 
started the masters last year and had to stop 
because I couldn’t continue to fund it, so it’s 
a big relief to know that I had that weight off 
my mind,” Liz said. “It means I can actually 
do the course. Otherwise I simply wouldn’t 
be able to do it,” she explained.

Liz is combining her part-time studies with 
working for the Church of England, looking 

after churches in the Winchester diocese, and hopes that, together with her 
masters, the first part of her RICS accreditation, she can then go on to do 
the second part of the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors Assessment of 
Professional Competence and become a chartered surveyor. “I’d like to further 
my career and publish within the field,” Liz said. “I’ve got my heart set on working 
on Winchester Cathedral, or any significant historical building would be good! 
I want to become a specialist in the field, so I need more specialist knowledge 
than my undergraduate degree to do that.”

The generosity of the donors has inspired Liz to donate in the future. “I think it’s 
a really nice thing that, if someone has succeeded, they give something back to 
people at the beginning of their career, and you hope that you can end up doing 
the same thing, especially if you have personally benefitted from someone else 
donating money. You really think, if I do make it, it’s thanks to them,” she said.
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Joanna Suchy
Postgraduate scholar 2012

For Joanna Suchy, who is studying a psychology 
conversion masters at Kingston, receiving the 
postgraduate scholarship means being able to 
follow her dream of becoming an educational 
psychologist, helping children and young people 
to improve their lives. “Because I want to go 
into educational psychology, I need quite a lot of 
experience, like mentoring and working with children 
and young people, so the scholarship means that I 
can do voluntary work as well, rather than having to 
make sure I get paid work,” Joanna explains. 

Joanna is so grateful to the donors who made it all possible, and she’s determined to 
ensure that their money doesn’t go to waste. “I know they’re taking a bit of a gamble on 
me, but I’m definitely going to make sure it pays off, because I want to do well for myself 
as well as for them,” said Joanna. “Nothing is going to stop me!”



JULY
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

1

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

31

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

7

14

21

28

We will go to the nth degree to 
help you get yours. Flip the page

What’s  
the use  
of 
half a  
degree?



Student Hardship Fund

What’s the use of half a degree?

We can never be sure what’s around the corner. That’s why 
we have the Student Hardship Fund, helping students who 
have encountered unforeseen financial difficulties complete 
their education. In the last academic year this fund has helped 
47 students finish their degree. For instance, one of our 
students was left homeless after a relationship breakdown. 
Left with absolutely no money to pay for her place in student 
halls, we stepped in and saved the day. Likewise, a student 
who suddenly lost his father, halfway through his degree, 
needed our help to keep a roof over his head. He went on to 
finish his degree and is now a full-time teacher. 
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Diana Crosbie
Postgraduate scholar 2012

Although Diana Crosbie was wondering how 
she was going to fund her masters, she was 
determined to find a way, even if it meant life 
was going to be a struggle. So, when she 
discovered that she’d won the scholarship, it 
was a massive relief. 

“I did somersaults when I received the call; 
I was just jumping around,” said Diana, 
who had to try and explain her jubilance to 
her 6-year-old daughter. “I was absolutely 
delighted,” she added. And it didn’t stop 

there. When Diana shared her news with her parents, they were thrilled too. 
“They were more impressed with that than when I got my degree!” she explained.

Diana hopes to become a clinical psychologist and is particularly interested in 
working with people with substance abuse and dependency problems. “I’m 
volunteering in a rehab clinic at the moment, so getting that hands-on experience 
is really important alongside my Clinical Applications of Psychology masters,” 
said Diana. “Getting the scholarship gives me the opportunity to carry on with my 
volunteer work. Everything seems to be coming together at the moment.”

Diana is so grateful to the donors for enabling her to pursue her dream. “They’re 
definitely giving someone an opportunity to make something of themselves, and 
really give something back as well. 

It’s amazing!” Diana said.
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The Opportunities Fund

Robots on the Moon

With the help of the Opportunities Fund, Kingston 
students have been able to enter one of the world’s most 
prestigious competitions, the Nasa Lunabotics Mining 
Competition. Tasked with the design and manufacture 
of a robot which could actually end up making mining 
expeditions to the moon, this will involve our students 
exercising various skills at the highest level (quite literally), 
such as advanced mechanics, electrical engineering, 
programming, mathematics and astronautics. As well as 
developing practical skills, the competition is inspiring 
students from across all fields of engineering.
 

Mark Olgobo, who took part while working on his masters in Mechatronics said: “Without the 
help of the Opportunities Fund to obtain sensors and materials, this project would have never 
‘taken off’.”
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Firat Elbeyioglu
Postgraduate scholar 2012

For Firat Elbeyioglu, winning the postgraduate 
scholarship will not only change his life, but 
could also save the lives of others. 

With an undergraduate degree in biochemistry 
from Kingston, Firat is now venturing on the 
next step of his dream to eradicate the world 
of the parasite Schistisoma mansoni, which 
is transmitted through dirty water, affecting 
people in third-world countries. As a masters-
by-research student, Firat will be trying to find 
out how the parasite matures in the human 

body. “I’m interested in infectious diseases. Viruses and parasites have a lot in 
common: they need the host to survive, but these areas are so weak in research. 
Without it, we’re never going to cure anything, so you need to get that knowledge 
first and then identify where you’re going to act, and then act; and then hopefully 
treat,” explains Firat. 

After he completes his masters, Firat is hoping to be able to put his research into 
practice by doing a medical degree. “It depends on what opportunities arise, but 
ultimately it’s about doing the research and then, hopefully, one day putting it into 
practice. Maybe one day you’ll hear my name!”

Firat believes he couldn’t achieve all this without the scholarship. “This scholarship 
allows us to fulfil our potential, which may open more doors in the future,” adds Firat.
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How we raise money 

Melanie Kydd
Student fundraiser

As many of you know, one of the ways 
in which we raise money – over half a 
million pounds so far – is by getting current 
Kingston students to telephone you. Of 
course, it’s not just about the fundraising; it’s 
also a fantastic opportunity for our students 
to chat to those who have travelled the 
road that they are now undertaking. One 
such student, Melanie Kydd from Australia, 
certainly found it a rewarding experience. 

“It was such a pleasure and a confidence 
boost to talk to people who have been at Kingston before me. They were full of 
amazing advice and so friendly. Not only did I learn so much about the University, 
but I also managed to raise much more money than I thought I would. It gave me 
such a buzz to feel that I was helping in this way and making a big difference to 
people’s education.”
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The Opportunities Fund

Enhancing the Student Experience at Dorich House

Giving our students the chance to engage with 
the local community in innovative and inspiring 
ways is at the heart of the Opportunities Fund. 
The Collection Connections programme, a 
series of educational events and workshops 
at the Dorich House Museum run by students 
and staff, is reaching out to Kingston primary 
schools and colleges, unleashing the creative 
powers of the next generation. The artistic 
outcomes of this project will be exhibited at 
the Museum later this year. 
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Isabelle E Oberlé 
Emma Pimlott 
Goncalo Rosa De Lacerda 
Machado
Bob Saund 
Michael J Saunders 
John R Scally 
Sally V Smith 
Jean M Smith 
Leonard J Sutton 
Adelaide M Welsh 
Hazel Williams 
1998
Philip Andrews 
Jennifer Barlow 
Darryl Bekoe 
Mario Berni 
Fiona Bull 
Sarah Carvalho 
Rajib Choudhury 

Marcelle Clark 
Gary Condon 
Andre Confavreux 
Marilyn Dunk 
Brenda Essex 
Hazel Frizell 
Kavita Gadher 
Andrew Gill 
Sven Olaf Haesener 
Rebecca Hill 
Huyla Humphreys 
Simon Jones 
Francesca Mary Jordan 
Robert Klie 
Heather Parkinson 
Judith Perrott 
Michael Robinson 
Caroline Robson 
Charles Ryder 
Steven Todd 
Josephine Turner 
Christopher Upton 
Veena Uttam 
Daniel Young 
1999
Heather Barton 
Amir Bashir 
Mark Batchelor 
Lewis Brady 
Barbara Caldecourt 

Michael Cochran 
Constantinos Coucos 
Colin Dixon 
Carol Fowlie 
Fabrizio Gasperi 
Simon Hill 
Jessica Horscroft 
Sherifa Kabir 
Harold Lewis 
Sheila Parnell 
Su-Lyn Pillay 
Anna Rance 
Yoganathan Ratheesan 
Talvinder Sembhi 
Simon Smee 
Ian Smith 
Robert Soevik 
Yolanda Sotiropoulou 
Rita Stallard 
Claire Sutton 
Gregory Tanner 
Christine Thabet 
Mahiban Thevarajah 
Andrew Thomas 
Andrew Thompson 
2000
Else Boetker 
Emily Craig 
Philip Gardner 
Christos Georgiou 

Henry Gordon 
Koys Hussain 
Nabil Khan 
Temoor Khan 
Sarah Mason 
Salma Meah 
Adrian Mortimore 
John Mukalazi 
Chandana Muthuminithilaka
Clifford O’Brien 
Alison Osborne 
Elliot Price 
James Pryce 
Darren Ramen 
Miguel Reis 
Laura Roberts 
Daniel Stammers 
Liah Thorley 
Halvor Thorsen 
Alec Tubridy 
Mary Want 
Katherine Ward 
Diana Wilkins 
2001
Parveen Ahir 
Mari Akizuki 
David Anderson 
Alexandros Avdis 
David Aviram 
Artur Bajek 

Elizabeth Carter 
Rebecca Chance 
Sohail Choudhry 
Jonathan Dabernig 
Michael Dockery 
Marcus Doran 
Simon Dupont 
Malcolm Edwards 
Stephen George 
Colin Gray 
Nisad Jakupovic 
Robert Lee 
Janet McCunn 
Rajnesh Midda 
Leslie Mitchell 
Inderpaul Plaha 
Ambrose Quashie 
Valerie Sayers 
Peter Stutchbury 
Leena Tailor 
Angela Tuck 
2002
Zoe Abel 
Nayla Ahmed 
Hafez Ahmed 
Rob Barsby 
Lindsey Bell 
Bilge Beyzade 
George Brew 
Nicky Browne 



donors to the Annual Fund 2011/12

Fiona Chennells 
Stuart Child 
John Coffey 
Gavin Corbett 
Gordon Couper 
Leonida Crisafi 
Jeanette Cummings 
Hugo De Chair 
Rupert Evans 
Hilary Fletcher 
Jane Francis 
Matthew Grayson 
Yosef Halabi 
Melissa Hardwick 
Simon Harvey 
George Kasparian 
Dwight Lawrence 
Stewart Lee 
George Luis 
Stewart McMillan 
Jane McNicholas 
Ahmed S Nizar 
Susan Otterwell 
Philippa Pedder 
Arjumand Siddiqui 
Lee Simmons 
Christina Strong 
Graham Sweeney 
Nadia Swinney 
Ruth Ursell 

VA S Voong 
Cyril Willig 
Jennifer Yeats 
2003
Jeyavani Atchuthan 
Sabina Bauluck 
Tarek Bibi 
Daniel Bowman 
Suzanne Cooper 
Patrick Cruiming 
Edward Edralin 
Christian Ennels 
Rossana Hammond 
Dean Hermitage 
Karen Lancefield 
Alexander Lavigne 
Amy Logan 
Roger Logan 
Yin Luk 
Eunjoo Maing 
Antonios Maravas 
Clare Miller 
Caroline Nash 
Frances Newman 
Andre Petterssen 
Jane Pitfield 
Jyoti Prashar 
Kabenge Swaleh 
Clair Swan 
Samina Tabatabai 

Ellen Taylor 
Rebecca White 
2004
Andrew Bayne 
Jonathan Bird 
Damian Blackburn 
Robin Chapman 
David Cheeseman 
Nga Cheung 
Sandra Coombs 
Margaret Cox 
Gwen Draycott 
Rabab Elezairig 
Temilade Fayinminu 
Wesley Fell-Smith 
Craig Francis 
Keith Holland 
Polly Hutchison 
Laurel Joseph 
David Kitt 
Andreas Koester 
Amanda Kozlowski 
Julie Law 
Jo Lawrence 
Alan Love 
Obiora Morah 
Dipan Patel 
Ketika Patel 
Angel Pino Varela 
Roisin Quinn 

Peter Scott 
Anneliese Shaw 
Margaret Steele 
Jeffrey Thomas 
Abbas Walji 
Louis Walsh 
Benjamin Washington 
Michele Watson 
Jun Xiao 
2005
William Aikines-Aryfetey 
Magnus Alanko 
Conlath Alcock 
Susan Alqadhi 
Godwin Ampiaw 
Adeyinka Ariyo 
Olufunsho Ayodele 
Ray Chapman 
Haddy Crookes 
Stefano Da Re 
Urim Dauti 
Jane Davis 
Cathy Deplessis 
Rupinder Dhillon 
Ziva Eisenberg 
Kriss Harris 
Russell Hayton 
Eric Huxter 
Emma-Jayne Jackson 
Elizabeth Johnson 

Martin Johnson 
Susanna Khumalo 
Michael Kiwumulo 
Leslie Koranteng-Aitkins 
Oluyemisi Laleye 
James Leech 
Yingkein Lin 
Ye Lu 
Sarah Milton 
Penelope Mitchell 
Linda Morley 
Georgina Murphy 
Joerg Noppens 
Elizabeth O’Connell-Davidson
Akinwande Okenla 
Mohamed Osman 
Barry Rees 
Victor Rigby 
Chandraduth Seesarun 
Colin Shedden 
Nuri Silay 
Mark Stevenson 
Ali Syed 
Michael Von Gerard 
Timothy Wilcockson 
2006
Rula Al Mulki 
Awad Awad 
Stephen Baldwin 
Eva-Marie Barker 

Elizabeth Barnard 
Andrew D Beadle 
Julie Beaumont 
Richard Billing 
Haris Bin Ikram 
Huma Blunt 
Chistopher Boyle 
Olga Carnegie 
Julian Christopher 
Simon Croft 
Tushar Dasghose 
Simon De Pinna 
Randeep Singh S Dhanjal 
Jean Evans 
Brenda Fitzgerald 
Andreas Frangos 
Alison Gaylard 
Maira Ghani 
Tom Gillson 
Makeda Henry 
Christina Holt 
Joanna Hyde 
Christopher Lord 
Tariq Malik 
Harmeet Matharu 
Soliman Murad 
Richmond Osei-Akoto 
Jonathan Paice 
Pamela Pickton 
Clive Russell 
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Daniel Steward 
Peter Stokes 
Stephen Thomas 
Meike Waldhoff 
Cherry Whittingham 
Anne Williams 
John Yarnall 
2007
Khairul Ahmed 
Glynda Alexander 
Nana Asare 
Shappel Asare Appiah 
Trevor Bartlett 
Robert Beattie 
Dipak Bhudia 
David Blomfield 
Jenny Brown 
Adrian Butcher 
Gary Christie 
Matilda Cobbinah 
Dilpreet Dhaliwal 
Susana Evans 
Adewale Fayemi-Fambegbe
Diana Fisher 
Simon Gardiner 
Susan Garnett 
Ioannis Grigoriadis 
Neil Hyatt 
Charlotte Inman 
Cedric John 
Debra Kaye 

Stephen Kenny 
Russell Killick 
Kunal Manani 
Nemal Mistry 
Themba Nleya 
Adetutu Odudimu 
Nana Ravalier 
Sally Relton Shakespeare 
Nicola Sanders 
David Savage 
Henrietta Senior 
Moran Spencer
Petros Thrasyvoulou 
Julia Tiley 
Claire Webb 
2008
Olabimitan Adegoke 
Oyinola Allen 
Lisa Chapman 
Kathryn Cooper 
Anthonia Dawodu-Swanston
Jennifer Devane 
Robet Dube 
Rosalita Edwards 
Reica Gray 
Mark Hashim 
Emma Hordle 
Hilary Insall 
Goodlot Kandawasvika 
Kyra Klein 
Julius Malilay 

Stuart Martin 
Adrian McCrow 
James Motta 
Linda Nicoll 
Amit Pala 
Perpetua Peters 
Sophie Rouse 
Shanil Rupesinghe 
Patricia Sadiq 
Surendar Sangwan 
Abhijit Sen 
Cathryn Seymour 
Krunal Shah 
Ravinder Sharma 
Jennifer Stobart 
Richard Todd 
Ratnavel Vishnuwarthan 
Anne Woolf 
2009
Clement Adjei 
Leoney Bailey 
Elizabeth Darby 
Rosanna Dickinson 
Azize Dinah 
Julia Dryland 
Sashi Fernando 
Julia Fester 
Brenda Gooden 
Sujan Gurung 
Judith M Hillyard 
Suresh Joshi 

Janice Kalischer 
Steve Kearney 
Hsein Kew 
Georgia Kotsia 
Petrona Levy 
Gillian Luck 
Quinten Manby 
Guy Mattinson 
Chun Mok 
Olukemi Ojukotola 
Jamal M Osman 
Kristine Pommert 
Carolyn Prass 
Venkayamma Puppala 
Sarah Putt 
Anne Robinson 
Margaret Sampson 
Chetna Solanki 
Rachel Tcheungna 
Mehari Teklay 
Mehmet Yilmaz 
2010
Shora Azizi 
Jeyaram Deivachandran 
David Graves 
Adam Spawton-Rice 
2011
Jeremy Oliver 
Jane Trueman 
2012
Linda Corcoran 

other donors
David Farley 
(Exchange Student) 
John Cloake  
(Honorary Graduate) 
Graham Cloake  
(Alumni Family) 
BD McCarthy  
(Alumni Family) 
Ronald Denney  
(Honorary Graduate) 
David Doyle  
(Honorary Graduate)
Naseem Bajwa  
(Local Donor)
Numaan Chaudhry  
(Local Donor) 
David Miles  
(Former Staff)
Richard Moody  
(Former Staff)

Corporate donors and 
Sponsors
Rose Theatre
Outside The Box Comedy Club
Hamish Mackie Sculpture

Kingston University would 
also like to thank 14 donors 
(staff and alumni) who wish to 
remain anonymous.

The donors listed are those 
whose gifts were received 
during the 2011/2012 
academic year. Those gifts 
received after 31 July 2012 
will be shown in next year’s 
Donors’ Report. 

*Kingston Court of 
Benefactors
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