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Dear Mr Taylor, 
 
Thank you for your email of 4 June 2016, regarding a readable version of the diagrams purporting 
to show  the scale of databases held by the Home Office, shown at the Hadoop User Group UK.  
A copy of your request can be found at Annex A. 
 
Your request has been handled as a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 
2000.  
 
We are considering your request. Although the Act carries a presumption in favour of disclosure, it 
provides exemptions, which may be used to withhold information in specified circumstances. 
Some of these exemptions, referred to as “qualified exemptions”, are subject to a public interest 
test. This test is used to balance the public interest in disclosure against the public interest in 
favour in withholding the information. The Act allows us to exceed the 20 working day response 
target where we need to consider the public interest fully. 
 
The information you have requested is being considered under the exemption at sections 24, 31 
and 43 of the Act, which relate to national security, law enforcement and commercial interests. 
These are qualified exemptions and to consider the public interest fully, we need to extend the 20 
working day response period.  We now aim to let you have a full response by 1 August 2016. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
M Seedansingh 
Information Rights Team  
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Annex A 
 
From: Richard Taylor [mailto:request-338251-c4d3d6d2@whatdotheyknow.com] 
Sent: 04 June 2016 10:43 
To: FOI Requests 
Subject: Freedom of Information request - Diagrams Showing Databases Held by the Home Office 
 
Dear Home Office, 
 
Diagrams purporting to show the scale of databases held by Home Office directorates were 
reportedly shown at a Hadoop Users Group UK (HUGUK) in 2016 by the Home Office's Head of 
Strategy and Architecture, Simon Bond. The diagrams were present on a slide titled: "Our 
Approach". Labels on the diagrams shown were deliberately illegible. This is a request for the 
information present in the original, readable, versions via the release of fully legible versions of the 
diagrams presented. 
 
This request follows an article by The Register which reports on the presentation and includes an 
image of the illegible slide: 
 
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2016/06/03/home_office_mega_database/ 
 
-- 
 
Richard Taylor 
Cambridge 
http://www.rtaylor.co.uk 
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