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Dear Anita Bellows, 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request of ESA destinations. You asked: 
 
‘I would like to know whether DWP monitors the destination of ESA claimants in the 
Support Group and the Work related Activity Group.  If it is the case, how is it done, 
what is the data held on these claimants and for how long’. 
 
 
 
DWP Response 
 
The Department has access to a range of sources to look at destinations of ESA 
claimants. However the information is collected through different IT systems, including 
HMRC employment records system. It is therefore a substantial task to pull together a 
comprehensive, systematic picture of all destinations. 
 
This exercise was last published as part of the Work, Health & Disability Green Paper: 
Improving Lives, where its accompanying technical annex presents key destinations for 
the cohort of all ESA claimants who started a new claim to ESA in 2013/14 and placed 
in the Support Group or the Work Related Activity Group following their last Work 
Capability Assessment. 
 
Given the huge resource required for this destinations analysis, there is no plan to 
publish an updated picture. 
 
Here are the links to: 

 Work, Health & Disability Green Paper: Improving Lives – jointly published by the 
Department for Work and Pensions and Department of Health in October 2016 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/work-health-and-disability-improving-
lives 

 Technical annex of the Green Paper above: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/work-health-and-disability-green-paper-
data-pack 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6440
90/work-health-and-disability-green-paper-data-pack.pdf 

 Background information and methodology document: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/5642
74/work-health-and-disability-green-paper-background-information-and-
methodology.pdf 
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If you have any queries about this letter please contact us quoting the reference 
number above. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Strategy FoI Team 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-

information-request@dwp.gsi.gov.uk or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, Caxton House, Tothill 

Street, SW1H 9NA. Any review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter.  

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you 

have exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The 

Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF 

www.ico.gov.uk 
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