
 

 
 
 

 
  

 11 April 2019 
   Our ref: IR274912 
 
Your request and our response: 
 
Please provide any and all recorded information held by Lambeth Council in relation to: 
 
1. the planned change of use of the Garrads Road site to a senior school;  
 
We have not received any information in relation to the proposed change of use. 
 
2. any plans to adapt, expand or alter the buildings or facilities at the site; 
 
and 3. any other plans relating to the site which would require planning consent. 
 
The council have provided pre-application advice on three enquiries. 
 
Details of these are provided below. 
 
Full information in relation to the pre-application advice cannot be disclosed at this time, as a 
planning application has not been received for the proposed works. Further explanation is 
provided at the end of this response. 
 
17/05262/PREAPP – Received: 27.10.2017 
 
Request for pre-application advice in relation to the erection of a single storey extension to 
provide multi-use hall, kitchen, 1 classroom and ancillary facilities. 
 
Response issued: 19.12.2017 
 
18/01317/PREAPP - Received: 22.03.2018 
 
Request for pre-application advice in relation to the erection of an extension to provide a 
multi-use hall, kitchen, classroom and ancillary features. 
 
Response issued: 22.05.2018 
 
18/03478/PREAPP - Received: 13.08.2018 
 
Request for follow-up pre-application advice (18/01317/PREAPP) in relation to in relation to 
the erection of an extension to provide a multi-use hall, kitchen, classroom and ancillary 
features. 
 
Response issued: 11.01.2019 
 
We can confirm we consider further information in relation to the pre-application advice is 
exempt from disclosure. 
 
We consider that the EIR is the correct legislation for this response. 
 
We note that Section 2(EIR) defines Environmental Information as follows:- 
 
Environmental Information has the same meaning as in Article 2(1) of the Directive, namely 
any information in written, visual, aural, electronic or any other material form on— 



 
a) the state of the elements of the environment, such as air and atmosphere, water,soil, 
land, landscape and natural sites including wetlands, coastal and marine areas, biological 
diversity and its components, including genetically modified organisms, and the interaction 
among these elements; 
 
b) factors, such as substances, energy, noise, radiation or waste, including radioactive 
waste, emissions, discharges and other releases into the environment, affecting or likely to 
affect the elements of the environment referred to in (a); 
 
c) measures (including administrative measures), such as policies, legislation, plans, 
programmes, environmental agreements, and activities affecting or likely to affect the 
elements and factors referred to in (a) and (b) as well as measures or activities designed to 
protect those elements; 
 
(d) reports on the implementation of environmental legislation;  
(e) cost-benefit and other economic analyses and assumptions used within the framework of 
the measures and activities referred to in (c); and  
 
(f) the state of human health and safety, including the contamination of the food chain, where 
relevant, conditions of human life, cultural sites and built structures inasmuch as they are or 
may be affected by the state of the elements of the environment referred to in (a) or, through 
those elements, by any of the matters referred to in (b) and (c); 
 
We consider that the components of your request will fall within above subsections of the EIR 
including (c). 
 
I can confirm that we have reviewed your request but consider that disclosure may be 
detrimental to the interests of the person who supplied us with this information 
  
Regulation 12 (5)(f) Interests of the person supplying the information 
 
12. (5) For the purposes of paragraph (1)(a), a public authority may refuse to disclose 
information to the extent that its disclosure would adversely affect—  
 
(f) The interests of the person who provided the information where that person—  
 
(i) Was not under, and could not have been put under, any legal obligation to supply it to that 
or any other public authority;  
 
(ii) Did not supply it in circumstances such that that or any other public authority is entitled 
apart from these Regulations to disclose it; and  
 
(iii) Has not consented to its disclosure  
 
My colleagues advise the information requested relates to ongoing pre-application 
discussions. 
 
As no formal application has been made, information held about ongoing discussions was 
submitted on a voluntary basis, with expectation that that information would not be disclosed 
more widely by the council at this point in time. 
 
When planning applications are submitted the public can input as part of formal process. 
 
In the case of pre-application discussions, it is possible for developers to decide not to 
submit an application. 
 
Disclosure could potentially raise tensions in areas and result in parties facing objections to 
plans they may have decided not to submit. This would have an adverse effect upon their 



interests as interested parties seek to prevent development prior to any applications being 
submitted, requiring time and resource to respond to these. 
 
Where formal applications have not yet been submitted, the Information Commissioner has 
accepted in the decisions for a number of similar cases that disclosure has the potential to 
cause damage and distress to data subjects for reasons including the above. 
 
Right to review 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the way in which your Freedom of Information request has been 
dealt with you can request an internal review. Tell us why you are unhappy with our 
response within 40 working days, and it will be looked at afresh. We will aim to provide you 
with our review response within 20 working days.  
  
By email: foi@lambeth.gov.uk (Please quote the reference number above) or by writing:  
  
Freedom of Information 
London Borough of Lambeth  
Corporate Complaints Unit  
P.O. Box 734  
Winchester  
S023 5DG 
 
Thank you for your interest in Lambeth Council. 
 
FOI team 
London Borough of Lambeth  
Corporate Complaints Unit  
P.O. Box 734  
Winchester  
S023 5DG  
 
 
website: www.lambeth.gov.uk 
  
Lambeth - a Co-operative Council 
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