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Our ref: SF/sb/FOI144-16/17:Taylor1 
Your ref: 
Date: 13 October 2016 
 
 
Email: Richard Taylor 
request-359080-6b0a8ff6@whatdotheyknow.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Taylor 
 
Freedom of Information Act Request: Ref FOI 144-16/07 
 
I am writing further to your request made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 dated 15 
September 2016.  NHS Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group’s response 
is set out below: 
 
1. The agenda and minutes for meetings of the Cambr idgeshire and Peterborough Clinical 
Commissioning Group Governing Body held in 2016-17 but not pro-actively published on the 
CCG's web-site*.  I am not seeking the draft minute s of the 13 September 2016 meeting. 
 
The agenda and minutes of the Confidential Part 2 Governing Body meetings held during 2016/17 
accompany this response letter as follows. 
 
Extraordinary Governing Body in Private - 15 April 2016  
Governing Body in Private - 19 April 2016 (redacted) 
Governing Body in Private - 10 May 2016 (redacted) 
Governing Body in Private - 07 June 2016 (redacted) 
Governing Body in Private - 05 July 2016 (redacted) 
Governing Body in Private - 02 August 2016 
Governing Body in Private - 02 September 2016 (redacted) 
 
In common with all NHS and other public bodies the purpose of Part 2 (private) meetings is to enable 
the Governing Body to consider and discuss matters of a sensitive and confidential nature.  In 
addition, there is sometimes a need to continue discussions on areas of development that will then 
proceed to formal decisions being made in public in most instances. 
 
To this end the following resolution is passed in advance of each private meeting.  
 
“That representatives of the press, and other members of the public, be excluded from the remainder 
of this meeting having regard to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, publicity on 
which would be prejudicial to the public interest” Section 1(2), Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 
Act 1960 and in line with section 26 of the Health and Social Care 2012 Act.” 
 
The CCG recognises that the passing of this resolution does not negate the right of individuals to 
request information under the Freedom of Information Act. The CCG has therefore reviewed all of the 
documents covered by your request to assess what can be appropriately disclosed as at the date of 
your request.   The section below details where the accompanying minutes have been redacted and 
what exemption under the Act has been applied in each case. 
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Governing Body in Private 19 April 2016 
Minute GB 16/09 - Integrated Emergency Care Procurement 
 
Sections of this minute have been redacted as it includes detailed references to the bidding process 
and of the individual bidders. The release of this information is prejudicial to the CCG interests as it 
could potentially impact on the integrity of future procurement processes.  The CCG therefore 
considers that it would be appropriate to refuse this element of your request and apply an exemption 
under Section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act (Commercial Interests).  This exemption is 
subject to a public interest test. The CCG fully recognises that there is a genuine interest in the public 
having transparent access to detailed and identifiable financial information which enables them to be 
properly informed about the use of public funds, as is the need to promote understanding of the 
decision making processes of the CCG.  However, in this instance when balanced against the 
potential impact that the release of this level of information could have on the integrity of any future 
procurement process the CCG considers that the exemption applies.  The formal decision relating to 
the awarding of this contract was reported to the Governing Body in Public on 10 May 2016, papers for 
which can be accessed on the CCGs public website.  Link attached. 
http://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/Meetings/2016-17/governing-body-and-public-
meetings.htm 
 
Governing Body in Private 10 May 2016 
GB 16/42/02Minute Clinical Academic Reserve 
 
Sections of this minute have been redacted as it includes details of individual GP contracts.  The CCG 
considers that it would therefore be appropriate to refuse this element of your request and apply an 
exemption under Section 43 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act (Commercial Interests).  This 
exemption is subject to a public interest test under the Act.  The CCG, in its reasonable judgement, 
considers that the potential disadvantage caused to the providers through the release of this 
information outweighs any potential benefit to the public.   
 
Governing Body in Private 10 May 2016 
Minute GB 16/44 - OPD Services at Doddington Hospital and Princess of Wales Hospital 
 
Sections of this minute have been redacted as it includes detailed references to confidential 
contractual negotiations, including staffing arrangements, between the CCG and Hinchingbrooke 
Health Care NHS Trust.  The CCG considers that it would be appropriate to refuse this element of 
your request and apply an exemption under Section 43 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 
(Commercial Interests).  This exemption is subject to a public interest test under the Act.  The CCG, in 
its reasonable judgement, considers that the potential disadvantage caused to the provider through 
the release of this information outweighs any potential benefit to the public.  I can confirm that the 
latest update on the provision of these services was reported to the Governing Body in public on 4 
October 2016, papers for which are published on the CCGs public website. 
 http://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/downloads/CCG/GB%20Meetings/2016-
17/20161004/Agenda%20Item%2001.7%20-%20Chief%20Officers%20Report%20Oct%202016.pdf 
 

Governing Body in Private 7 June 2016 
Minute GB 16/62 - Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Sustainability and Transformation Plan Key 
Messages:  
and 
Governing Body in Private 5 July 2016 
Minute GB 16/94 - Sustainability and Transformation Plan 
 
The CCG has determined that the release of these minutes which concern the development of the 
STP for the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough system are exempt from disclosure at this time under 
Section 36 of the Freedom of Information Act - Prejudice to the effective conduct of public affairs.  The 
exemption has been applied because it is the reasonable opinion of the CCGs ‘Qualified Person’ that 
disclosure of this information under the Act would otherwise prejudice, or would be likely otherwise to 
prejudice, the effective conduct of public affairs in accordance with Section 36(2)(c) of the Act.  For 
your information Section 36(2) of the Act requires that, other than for statistical information, the 
Qualified Person for the relevant public authority must give their reasonable opinion that the exemption 
is engaged.  For the CCG the qualified person is the Accountable Officer (Tracy Dowling). 
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The opinion has been arrived at because there is a fundamental need for the CCG and other partner 
organisations involved in the development of the Sustainability and Transformation Plan to have a 
‘safe space’ in which to develop ideas and proposals, debate live issues  and reach conclusions away 
from external interference and distraction. There is a committed intention to publish the Plan in its final 
form at a future date, when it will be subject to public review and scrutiny. The premature disclosure of 
the information requested, which relates to the developmental phase of the draft Plan, could result in 
information being released that was inaccurate, misleading or no longer pertinent to the final version of 
the Plan, which in turn may have a prejudicial impact on subsequent planned engagement with the 
public.   The Information Commissioner’s Guidance makes it clear that the argument for using this 
exemption is strongest when the issue under consideration is still live, which is clearly the case in this 
instance.   
 
The public interest test in relation to releasing this information has been applied.  The CCG fully 
recognises that there is a genuine interest in the public having transparent access to information which 
allows them to be kept informed about the use of public funds, as is the need to promote 
understanding of the decision making processes of public authorities, particularly in relation to the 
development and commissioning of services.  However, on balance it was felt that there was a strong 
public interest in ensuring that organisations involved in the development of the STP have the ability 
and ‘space’ to fully discuss and evolve ideas and proposals before engaging with the public on this 
locally developed plan. 
 
Governing Body in Private - 2 September 2016 
GB 16/107 - Provision of Financial Recovery, Improvement and Sustainability Support 
 
Sections of this minute have been redacted as it includes detailed references to the bidding process 
and individual bidders and its release would potentially prejudice the commercial interests of the 
referenced bidders. The CCG therefore considers that it would be appropriate to refuse this element of 
your request and apply an exemption under Section 43(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 
(Commercial Interests).  This exemption is subject to a public interest test. The CCG fully recognises 
that there is a genuine interest in the public having transparent access to detailed and identifiable 
financial information which enables them to be properly informed about the use of public funds, as is 
the need to promote understanding of the decision making processes of the CCG.  However The 
CCG, in its reasonable judgement, considers that the potential competitive disadvantage caused to the 
referenced bidders through the release of this level of information outweighs the potential benefit to 
the public.  I would also confirm that the outcome of this procurement process was reported to the 
Governing Body in Public on 13 September 2016, papers for which can be accessed on the CCGs 
public website.  Link attached. 
http://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/downloads/CCG/GB%20Meetings/2016-
17/20160913/Agenda%20Item%2001.9%20-%20Chief%20Officers%20Report%20Sep%202016.pdf 
 

This procurement is also detailed in the CCG’s Procurement Register which is published on our 
website. 
 
The CCGs Procurement Register also includes details of this procurement.  This Register is published 
on the CCGs website (link attached). 
http://www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk/downloads/CCG/GB%20Meetings/2016-
17/20161004/Agenda%20Item%2004.2d%20-%20Procurement%20Register.pdf 
 
2. The section of the agendas for those elements of  Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical 
Commissioning Group Governing Body 2016-17 and Prim ary Care Co-Commissioning Joint 
Committee 2016-17 meetings containing items schedul ed to follow a special resolution to 
exclude the public. It appears these agenda items h ave been omitted from the published 
agendas*. 
 
This request is not for any meeting papers other th an agendas and minutes. 
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Governing Body - Please refer to the response at Q1 above which covers this element of your request. 
 
Primary Care Co-commissioning Joint Committee 
 
I can confirm that the CCG does hold information relevant to this element of your request.  However, 
as this is a Joint Committee with NHS England there is a need for the CCG to liaise with this 
organisation in advance of making its decision regarding disclosure.  The CCG will therefore confirm 
its position once the view of NHS England has been obtained.   

 
If you are dissatisfied with how your request has been handled or would like to formally appeal against 
our response  please address your concerns, in writing, to the  Freedom of Information Team at NHS 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical Commissioning Group at Lockton House, Clarendon Road, 
Cambridge CB2 8FH:  Telephone: 01733 758500,  
email: CAPCCG.freedomofinformation1@nhs.net 
 
If, after we have addressed your concerns, you remain dissatisfied with how the CCG has responded, 
you are entitled to appeal to the Information Commissioner’s Office at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire   SK9 5AF.  Further details can be found at www.ico.gov.uk. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any further assistance. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Sharon Fox 
CCG Secretary and Deputy Director of Corporate Affairs  


