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Air Command Secretariat
Spitfire Block
Headquarters Air Command
Royal Air Force
High Wycombe
Buckinghamshire
HP14 4UE

Ref: 2020/00070
Miss S Brewster
request-631414-07f83477@whatdotheyknow.com
31 January 2020

Dear Miss S Brewster
Thank you for your e-mail of the 3 January 2020 requesting the following information;
I have read through medical conditions that preclude entry for recruits. I am interested in the
part that talks about ‘Anxiety symptoms within the last 12 months, if more than 1 will require
assessment by the RAF medical staff’.
I am interested in joining the raf however this statement does not apply to me so I could be
eligible for entry. However I have had two separate episodes of anxiety on my medical
records which the last one was four years ago. They did not go on longer that 12 months. Do
you follow the same JPS 950 leaflet as the other military services for entry on this condition?
I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information
Act 200 (FOIA)
A search for the information has now been completed, and I can confirm that information in scope
of your request is held.
Please note that Section 1 of the FOI Act gives an applicant the right to access recorded
information held by public authorities at the time that the request was made. It does not require
public authorities to answer questions, provide explanations nor give opinions unless they are held
on record.
I can confirm that the RAF (Royal Air Force) follow the same medical criteria as the Army and Navy
as detailed in JSP 950. A copy of JSP 950 is attached at Annex A, I refer you to Section 4, Annex
L, Para 22, Other Anxiety Disorders
Under Section 16 (Advice and Guidance) you might find it useful to know that while you may have
seen information on the medical entry standards for the RAF on the internet this information is
historic. Applications to join the RAF are assessed on a case by case basis by the RAF
Recruitment and Selection Department of Occupational Medicine in accordance with Joint Service
Publication (JSP) 950.
.

If you are not satisfied with this response or wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of
your request, then you should contact us in the first instance at the address above. If informal
resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent
internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main
Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-IR@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an
internal review must be made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to reach
informal resolution has come to an end.
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the
MOD internal process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:
Information Commissioner’s office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF.
Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the
Commissioner’s website at https://ico.org.uk/
Yours sincerely

Air Command Secretariat
Enc: Annex A

