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Dear Mr Walton 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) – Outcome of Internal Review 
 
Thank you for your Internal Review request dated 14 June 2015 regarding a 
Freedom of Information (FOI) request in which you asked for: 
 

Cameron's Aide Patrick Rock, the last I heard, was bailed to appear at 
Southwark Crown Court on 27th Feb 2015. I have been looking out for what 

happened on all the news media, and there is NOTHING. This smacks of some 
sort of enforced political cover up, but I would like to be told that that this view 
is not correct from the Ministry accountable for Justice, and if there is no cover 

up, what happened on that date to Mr Rock. 
 
The purpose of an Internal Review is to assess how your FOI request was handled in 
the first instance and to determine whether the original decision given to you was 
correct. This is an independent review: I was not involved in the original decision.  
 
I have reassessed your case and after careful consideration I have concluded that 
the initial response that was sent to you was compliant with the requirements of the 
FOI Act. An explanation of my decision follows.  
 
Your original request was received by the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) on the 14 May 
2015, and a response was sent on the 9 June 2015, this was within the statutory time 
limit.  
 
The response that you received stated that HM Courts and Tribunal Service 
(HMCTS) held the information that you requested but that it was exempt from 
disclosure under section 32(1) court records and section 40(2) personal information 
of the FOI Act. This is because the information would be held on a court record and 
is also the personal information of another individual.  
 
The response then, outside the scope of the FOI Act, went on to explain that the 
supply of documents on the court file to parties and non-parties is governed by the 
Criminal Procedure Rules and went on to supply the relevant sections and the 
address of the court to make the application to. This is the correct procedure for 
accessing court documents. An extract to the rules was also attached at the end of 
the response. I believe that this constitutes further assistance as outlined in section 
16 of the FOI Act.  
 



It may help if I inform you that the FOI Act was not set up to provide indirect access 
to court records. There is already a system to place to enable individuals to access 
court records through the courts existing procedures, in this case the Criminal 
Procedure Rules. 
 
I am satisfied that the response that you received on the 9 June 2015 was fully 
compliant with the provisions of the FOI Act. 
 
You have the right to appeal our decision if you think it is incorrect. Details can be 
found in the ‘How to Appeal’ section attached at the end of this letter. 

 
Disclosure Log 

 
You can also view information that the MoJ has disclosed in response to previous 
FOI requests. Responses are anonymised and published on our on-line disclosure 
log which can be found on the MoJ website: 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/information-access-rights/latest-disclosure-log 
 
The published information is categorised by subject area and in alphabetical order. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Knowledge and Information Liaison Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

How to Appeal 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
If you remain dissatisfied after an internal review decision, you have the right to apply 
to the Information Commissioner’s Office. The Commissioner is an independent 
regulator who has the power to direct us to respond to your request differently, if he 
considers that we have handled it incorrectly. 
 
You can contact the Information Commissioner’s Office at the following address: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office, 
Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Internet address: https://www.ico.org.uk/Global/contact_us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


