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Dear Mr Holland 
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 – INFORMATION REQUEST 
(Our Ref: FOI_10-144) 

 
As outlined in Mr Palmer’s letter of 11 February 2011, I have conducted an appeal 
concerning the handling of your FOIA request FOI_10-144 under our internal appeal 
procedure as described at: 
 

http://www.uea.ac.uk/is/strategies/infregs/Freedom+of+Information+Act+Policy 

 
As indicated in the letter sent to you on 11th February 2011 following a preliminary 
review of your appeal, I have looked at our handling of question 3, 6 and 8 only. 
Question 3: As indicated in the letter of 26th January 2011, the University does not 
consider that there was a contractual relationship with Sir Muir Russell.  Nonetheless, 
I have established that the redactions made (which comprise email addresses and 
phone numbers) were done in order to remain compliant with the Data Protection Act 
1998.  I am satisfied that this was a reasonable decision. 
 
Question 6: As indicated in the letter of 26th January 2011, the University does not 
consider that there was a contractual relationship with Sir Muir Russell.  Nonetheless, 
the University has provided you with such information as it holds which, in its opinion, 
is relevant to the terms of appointment of Sir Muir Russell.  I am satisfied that the 
University has provided all such information and that the invoices you describe do not 
amount to variations in the terms of the appointment. 
 
Question 8: I have considered this question by examining the text in Regulation 2 of 
the EIR: 
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“environmental information” has the same meaning as in Article 2(1) of the Directive, 
namely any information in written, visual, aural, electronic or any other material form 
on: 
 

(a) the state of the elements of the environment, such as air and atmosphere, 

water, soil, land, landscape and natural sites including wetlands, coastal and 

marine areas, biological diversity and its components, including genetically 

modified organisms, and the interaction among these elements; 

(b) factors, such as substances, energy, noise, radiation or waste, including 

radioactive waste, emissions, discharges and other releases into the 

environment, affecting or likely to affect the elements of the environment 

referred to in (a); 

(c) measures (including administrative measures), such as policies, legislation, 

plans, programmes, environmental agreements, and activities affecting or 

likely to affect the elements and factors referred to in (a) and (b) as well as 

measures or activities designed to protect those elements; 

(d) reports on the implementation of environmental legislation; 

(e) cost-benefit and other economic analyses and assumptions used within the 

framework of the measures and activities referred to in (c); and 

(f) the state of human health and safety, including the contamination of the food 

chain, where relevant, conditions of human life, cultural sites and built 

structures inasmuch as they are or may be affected by the state of the 

elements of the environment referred to in (a) or, through those elements, by 

any of the matters referred to in (b) and (c); 

with your request.  I have examined each of the items above and I am satisfied that 
the University has been reasonable in coming to the view that this is an FOIA 
request. 
 
We would now consider this to be our final position on the internal review of this 
matter, and would advise that if you are dissatisfied with this response, you should 
now exercise your right of appeal to the Information Commissioner at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire SK9 5AF 
Telephone: 0303 123 1113 
Website: www.ico.gov.uk 
Please quote our reference given at the head of this letter in all correspondence. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Thomas Ward 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor - Academic 
 
 

 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/


3 

 

 
 


