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GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL
-

RAJENDRA DHWARKA PERSAUD

WITNESS STATEMENT OF RHODRI HUWS

I, Dr Rhodri Huws, Consuitant Psychiatrist at Sheffield Care NHS Trust, St George's
CHC, Winter Street, Sheffield, S3 7ND, will say as follows:

1. | have been a Community Psychiatrist with Sheffield Care Trust for the past 10 years.

2. | have never previously met Dr Persaud.

3. In January 2006 Brian Deer, the Sunday Times journalist, contacted me and asked if |
was aware that my work had been copied into a book named, “From the Edge of the

Couch”, published by Dr Persaud.

4.  Brian Deer then emailed me a copy of my article and an extract from Dr Persaud's

book.

5. | was more amused than annoyed when | noticed that my article had indeed been

copied into Dr Persaud's book.

6. It was evident that Dr Persaud had amended my original article and presented it in
such a way to give the impression that the ideas were his and these represent his own

work.

7.  Dr Persaud did initially refer to the names of the authors but further down, went on to
copy the article and change the odd words to fit in with the style of his book.

8. Having regard to the above, | did not provide permission for Dr Persaud to use my

work on the manner which he did.

The contents of this statement are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.
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BEFORE A FITNESS TO PRACTISE PANEL

And in the matter of:

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL

Dr RAJENDRA PERSAUD

WITNESS STATEMENT OF TREVOR JACKSON

1, Trevor Jackson of the British Medical Journal, BMA House, Tavistock Square,

London, will say as follows:

1.

| am the Magazine Editor and the Observations and Reviews Editor for the

British Medical Journal (the BMJ).

This statement relates to the referral to the GMC of Dr Rajendra Persaud
regarding allegations of plagiarism in relation to material written by him. My
knowledge of this matter relates to an article, written by Dr Persaud, which
was published by the BMJ on 6 August 2005 and a further article, which was
submitted (but not published) to the BMJ by Dr Persaud.

Dr Persaud regularly submitted articles to the BMJ and | therefore knew him
fairly well and had a close business relationship with him as a result (although
he and | had never met). On or about 25 July 2005, Dr Persaud contacted me
with an idea of writing a review of a book that had recently been published at
that time. | was advised by Dr Persaud that the book was a biography of the
late Staniey Milgram, a psychologist, written by a Thomas Blass. | was




supportive of the idea and asked Dr Persaud to submit an article of

approximately 600 words.

Dr Persaud submitted his suggested article to me by way of an email dated 31
July 2005. | attach to this statement marked Exhibit TJ1 a copy of the
exchange of emails between Dr Persaud and 1. This includes the draft article,
which he submitted on 31 July, which was headed “The Man Who Shocked
The World: The Life and Legacy of Stanley Milgram — Thomas Blass - Basic
Books”. | now attach to this statement marked Exhibit TJ2 a copy of the
article, which was published in the BMJ on 6 August 2005.

Having regard to Dr Persaud’s draft article it will be noted that the first
paragraph commences with a short introduction confirming that Professor
Blass has written a biography about Stanley Milgram. Apart from standard
editing (grammar, word usage and/or sentence structure), | confirm that the
only part of the draft article that was edited out was the introduction set out in
the first paragraph. Nowhere else in the article is further mention made of or

reference given to Professor Blass.

The decision to edit out the first paragraph of the draft was due to the fact that
it gave no helpful or additional information about the article and | confirm that
this accords with standard editing used by the BMJ. We did not send the final
version to Dr Persaud for approval as we only do this if editing on a large
scale has been carried out to any article submitted to the BMJ. We do not
routinely check whether sources for articles have been referenced properly as

we would expect the author of a submitted article to do so where necessary.

On 7 November 2005 | received an email from Dr Persaud advising me of an
article, which was due to appear in The Guardian regarding his failure -to
reference Professor Blass's work, which he had used in articles written by him
and submitted to various journals. | attach to this statement marked Exhibit
TJ3 a copy of Dr Persaud’s above email. It will be noted that he stated that his

failure to reference Professor Blass was due to a “cutting and pasting error’”.

| obtained a copy of the article in the Guardian, which | attach to this
statement marked Exhibit TJ4. Within a short period of time after the

(PAGE }




10.

1.

Guardian article being published, a number of people contacted the BMJ to
say that there were similarities between Professor Blass' work and Dr
Persaud's article in the 8 August 2005 edition of the BMJ (Exhibit TJ2).
Having read the Guardian article and taking into account the comments
received by the BMJ, we compared the article, which Dr Persaud submitted to
us with Professor Blass’ work. | attach to this statement marked Exhibit TJ5,
a copy of Dr Persaud's original article with red and yellow highlighting
(inserted by the BMJ) indicating the similarities between his and Professor

Blass' work.

| decided to discuss the matter with our lawyers. Having taken advice on the
matter, the BMJ decided to retract the article published in August 2005. | now
attach to this statement marked Exhibit TJ6, a copy of the retraction, which
appeared in the 17 December 2005 edition of the BMJ.

In addition to the above retraction, the BMJ also decided not to publish an
article, which Dr Persaud had submitted to the BMJ's Careers Section. |
confirm that this decision was taken after we had compared Dr Persaud’s
article with Professor Blass' work and, again, had found that there were
distinct similarities and no clear reference to Professor Blass within the article.
| attach to this statement, marked Exhibit TJ7, a copy of Dr Persaud’s article
with red and yellow highlighting indicating the similarities.

Finally, | confirm that Dr Persaud has argued (to the BMJ) that the first
paragraph of his original article (Exhibit TJ1), which the BMJ edited out,
clearly attributed his article (and/or portions within it) to Professor Blass. The
BMJ would not agree that this is the effect that his paragraph had.

| confirm that the facts stated in tﬁis statement are true to the best of my

knowledge and belief.

Signed:..

{PAGE }




BEFORE THE FITNESS TO PRACTISE PANEL

And In the matter of:

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL

Dr RAJENDRA PERSAUD

EXHIBIT TJ2

This is exhibit TJ2 referred to in the witness statement of Trevor Jackson dated 27
May 2008.
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BEFORE THE FITNESS TO PRACTISE PANEL

And in the matter of:

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL

Dr RAJENDRA PERSAUD

EXHIBIT TJ3

This is exhibit TJ3 referred to in the witness statement of Trevor Jackson dated 27
May 2008.
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From: Trevor Jackson—

Sent: 30 Apr 2008 12:11
To: Charles Owen (020 7189 5116)
Subject: F~: message from raj persaud

Attachments: blass ail in the mind. POF; blass bmj pdf: sciencemaq persaud article pdt

[revor Jackson
Zenior editor

30

BMA House
Tavistock Square
London WC1H 9JR

fel

----- Farwarded b on 20042008 12711
Pr M e "

<
o7V 12005 06 55 Subjoct Fw. mossage kom i persaud

Dear Trevor,
You will see from The Guardian {oday there is a spot of bother. Please find below an explanatory emall which

| hope heips. Its going to be a hectic day tomorrow but bleep me if you want to talk, | wanted to assure you
that | did show Thomas Blass the review of his book and he appeared happy with the copy.

bast wishes
R}

I got a phone call from a Guardian journalist who appeared to be writing a story which | thought | should alert
you to in case il does finally appear on Monday.

It revolves around tha fact | set up and interviewed on Ali in the Mind back at the end of last year 3 Prolessor
Thomas Blass from the US about his book on Stanley Milgram the lamous ‘Obedience 10 Autharity’
experimenter | interviewed him and put his references of his work on the 88C website, and wrote a piece

reterencing his work for the famous Science Joumal,
In addition to this | wrote a book review for the academic press of his book.

1 then made a culting and pasting error in filing two other very similar pieces at the same time and the
references (o his hook fell aut. They were then both published without referring to the sources. Blass
complained to me directly and we put a reference to his book at tha bottom of The Times Educational
Supplement Column Websita that | wrote - which he appeared to be happy with. When the similar plece
appeared in the other periodical - a non-academic free publication cailed Progress in Neurclogy and
Psychiatry, the journal printed a retraction of my piece. Blass appeared happy with this retraction and
everybody befieved this was the end of the matter.

However lhis weak-and The Guardian appears to have been alerted to this retraction, obscure though itis,
ard might be running 3 story about .

| have already apologised about what has happened and wanted 1o alert you early in case the slory ran.

04/06/2008
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Fage find altached some recent exarngles of my writings about Blass’ work to show his wis not an atempt
e be malicious. e

kust wishes
Rayf

This email has been scanned by the Messagelabs Email Security System.
For more information please visit http:/Awww.messagelabs com/email

The BMJ Group is one of the world's most trusted providers of medical information for
‘doctors, researchers, health care workers and patients www.bmigroup bmj.com. This email
and any attachments are confidential. If you have received this email in error, please delete
it and kindly notify us. If the email contains personal views then the BMJ Group accepts no
responsibility for these statements. The recipient should check this email and attachments
for viruses because the BMJ Group accepts no liability for any damage caused by viruses.
Emails sent or received by the BMJ Graup may be monitared for size, traffic, distribution
and content. BMJ Publishing Group Limited trading as BMJ Group. A private limited
company, registered in England and Wales under registration number 03102371.
Registered office: BMA House, Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, UK.
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BEFORE THE FITNESS TO PRACTISE PANEL

And in the matter of:

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL

Dr RAJENDRA PERSAUD

EXHIBIT TJ4

This is exhibit TJ4 referred to in the witness statement of Trevor Jackson dated 27
May 2008.




YOU WANT TO CHANGE THE WORLD

guardian.co.oi

'He took paragraphs from my
work, word for word' - psychiatrist

faces plagiarism charge
- Journal retracts article after US scholar complains
- Raj Persaud savs eredits ‘inadvertently omitted'

ficien Pidd
The Guardian, Monday November 7 2005

Britain's most ubiquitous psychiatrist was vesterday at the centre of a
plagiarizsnt row after it emerged that substantial portions of an article he had
written for 2 medical journal were copied from the work of an American

academie.

The article written by Raj Persaud in the February edition of Progress in
Neurology and Psychiatry was withdrawn and a retraction printed, but it
went unnoticed outside the mental health community. One of the youngest
doctors to become o consultant at the highly respected Maudsley teaching
hospital in London, and boasting eight degrees, Dr Persaud writes on mental
health matters in a string of publications and has presented the Radio 4
psychology progrumme Al in the Mind.

The ulleged plagiarism cume to light when Thomas Blass, professor of
psychology at the University of Maryland, happened upon Dr Persaud's
anticle. The piece, entitled Why The Mcdia Refuses To Obey, was about the
social psychologist Stanley Milgram, famous for his 1963 “obedience™
experiments. when people were encouraged to "electrocute” peers as
punishment for a mistake. Professor Blass has written a book and numerous
articles on Milgram. He said he was shocked by the similarity between Dr
Persaud'’s picce and his work. "I am reading it {Dr Persaud’s piece] and all of
my words ure echoing buack at me,” he told the Guardian. "He had taken
paragraphs from my work, word for word. Over 50% of his piece was my
work, which [ have spent more than 10 years researching. 1 felt outrage,
disbelief and incredulity this could happen, that a person who is himself a
writer could do this. [t’s very disconcerting,”

On reading Dr Persaud's piece, Prof Blass immediately contacted the editor
of Progress in Neurology and Psychiatry. pointing out similarities, and an
internal investigation was made. Dr Persaud's explanation at the time was
thut he bused the piece on an interview he conducted with Prof Blass last
November for his Radio 4 programme, All in the Mind, and he admits on
retlection the luck of reference to Prof Blass was “perhaps an omission”,

http:/www . guardian.co.uk/societys 2005/nov/H 7/hi ghereducation.research/print 1003/ 2008
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Cattequently, the mozazine's pablisher, Wilew idertaee Lid, Bssuead o tormad
setstetion in the Sepicmbaer editvnt of the jorenal, saviay it sinceeely

repretied what lud ocenrred.

When approached by the Guardian this weekend, Dr Persand siid: "Tam
happy to apologise tor the ereor. which occurred whereby when Teut and
pasted the original copy, the references at the end were inadvertently
sitted. We only beeune aware of the error after publication.”

wiley refused to comment further yesterday; o spokeswoman said “the
retraction speaks for itsel€” A spokesman for the South London and
Maudsley NHS Trust, wheee De Persaud is @ cansultant psychiatrist, said:
“Ihis is the first we've heard of it, 30 it's difficult to comment. All I can say is
that we will reflect on the information presented to us and decide based on
the evitdence whether there is need for a internal review, in conjunction with
the Institute of Psvehiatty”

Sinve coming to prominence in 1994 as Richard and Judy's resident

psychiatrist on the TV show This Morning, Dr Persaud has become the UK's
i mast visible commentator on mental health. He hag been criticised by some

colleagues who suggest he spreads himself too thin - an allegation be rejects.

e told the Guardian: T have recently been eleeted a fellow of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists, one of the highest honours that can be bestowed on
a psychiatrist ... this is recognition from my peers [ am doing valid and
important work.” As well as working at the Maudsley, and being director of
the Centre for Public Engagement in Mental Health Sciences at the Institute
of Psychiatry, Dr Persaud is visiting Gresham professor for public
understanding of psychiatry and a prolific writer and broadcaster.

He has written three psychology books, and this year alone 32 articles for
nutional newspapers, as well as others elsewhere. He has a monthly column
in Casmopolitan and a caluman in the Times Educational Supplement.

Yesterday Prof Blass said he earlier complained over another Milgram article

by Dr Persaud in the TES which appeared to borrow heavily from the
: American's work: "1 communicated directly with { Persaud] and pointed out
as much of half of his article came verbatim from me. In his response, he said
he didn't see the final version before it goes to press, and said the subeditors
must have taken out the quotation marks and citation at the bottom.” Dr
Persaud then offered "as reparation”™ to give Prof Blass necessary credit "in
the very next column” and would also apologise for the omission. Though a
reference to Prof Blass's book on Milgram was added to the article’s web
version, an apology never appeared in any of Dr Persaud’s subsequent
writings for the TES. When asked why this was, Dr Persaud said: "l offered
an apology, but didn't receive a response from Blass so assumed he was
happy with the website reference, If he had come back asking for an apology,
1 would have definitely given one.”

Yesterday Gresham College said it had "always been very satisfied with the
quality of Prof Persaud’s work, and we hope this will be resolved”. Caroline
Wond, spokeswoman for Cosmopolitan, where he has a column, said: "We
were not aware of the allegation or the retraction and will now make
inqutries.”

http:/www guardian.co.ukssoctetyy 2005/nov 07 highereducation. research/print {03 2008
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Spot the difference - the arvticles compared (Differences marked in
bold)

Why the Media Refuses to Obey, by Raj Persaud, Progress in
Neurology und Psychiatry, Vol 9, issue 2.

“Milgram’s study demonstrated with brutal clarity that ordinary
mdividuals conld be induced to act destructively even in the absence of
physicat coeseion, and hnans need not be innately evil or aberrant to act in
ways that are reprehensible and inhumane. While we would like to believe
thut when eonfronted with a moral dilemma we will act as our conscience
Hictates, Milgram's obedience experiments teach us that in a concrete
sitwation with powertul sociad constraints, our mond sense can be all too
casily overwhelmed”

Milgrant's interest in the study of abedience purtly emerged out of 4 deep
concern with the sutfering of fellow Jews at the hands of the Nazis and an
attempt to fathom how the Holocaust could have happened.

‘The Man Who Shocked the World, by Professor Thomas Blass
PhD, University of Maryland, in Psychology FToday (March 2002)

“{'The stndy) demonstrated with jarring clarity thut ordinary individuals
could be induced to act destructively even in the absence of physical
coercion, and humans need not be innately evil or aberrant to act in ways
that are reprehensible and inhumane, While we would like to believe that
when confronted with a moral dilermma we will act as our conscience
dictates, Milgram’s obedience experiments teach us that in a concrete
situation with powerful social constraints, our moral sense can casily he
trampled.”

Milgram's interest in the study of obedience also emerged out of 4
continuing identification with the suffering of felow Jews at the hands
uf the Nazis and an attempt to fathom how the Holocaust could have
happened.

yuardian.co.uk © Guardian News and Media Limited 2008

iittp7/ww w._guardian. co.uk/soctetys 2005/nov/07highereducation. rescarch/print 10,/03,2008




BEFORE THE FITNESS TO PRACTISE PANEL

And in the matter of:

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL

Dr RAJENDRA PERSAUD

EXHIBIT TJ6

This is exhibit TJ6 referred to in the witness statement of Trevor Jackson dated 27
May 2008.
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DO YOU OBEY OR DO YOU REBEL?

PROFESSOR RAJ PERSAUD

Doctors traditionally wear white coats but they may be unaware that these symbols of
authority have a special place in the history of psychology, where perhaps the most famous
series of experiments in the discipline, demonstrated the awesome power of such a garment
in getting the public to obey. x

Stanley Milgram, perhaps the most famous social psychologist of all time derives his renown
from of a series of experiments on obedience to authority which he conducted at Yale

University 1961-1962 (1).

He found, surprisingly, that 65% of his subjects, ordinary résidents of New Haven, were
willing to give apparently harmful electric shocks-up to 450 volts-to a pitifully protesting
victim, simply because a scientific, lab-coated authority commanded them to, and in spite of
the fact that the victim did not do anything to deserve such punishment.

The victim was, in reality, a good actor who did not actually receive shocks, and this fact was
revealed to the subjects at the end of the experiment. But, during the experiment itself, the
experience was a powerfully real and gripping one for most participants.

Milgram's interest in the study of obedience partly emerged out of a deep concem with the
suffering of fellow Jews at the hands of the Nazis and an attempt to fathom how the
Holocaust could have happened. His researches, like Freud’s, lead to profound revisions in
some of the fundamental assumptions about human nature.

It suggested that ‘evil’ as a concept was not necessary to invoke why so many ordinary
people do terrible things. Instead Milgram’s work, and that of other social psychologists,
suggests that much of what we do, we do automatically. Evil often occurs simply because we
don’t question our acts enough; instead our rationale arises from our trust in authority figures

who are in ‘charge’.

The subjects in Milgram’s original series of tests believed they were part of an experiment
supposedly dealing with the relationship between punishment and learning. An experimenter-
-who used no coercive powers beyond a stern aura of mechanical and vacant-eyed efficiency-
-instructed participants to shock a learner by pressing a lever on a machine each time the
learner made a mistake on a word-matching task. Each subsequent error led to an increase in
the intensity of the shock in 15-volt increments, from 15 to 450 volts.

In actuality, the shock box was a well-crafted prop and the learner an actor who did not
actually get shocked. The result: A majority of the subjects continued to obey to the end—-
believing they were life threatening delivering 430 volt shocks-—simply because the
experimenter commanded them to. Although subjects were told about the deception afterward,
the experience was a very real and powerful one for them during the laboratory hour itself.

These groundbreaking and controversial experiments have had—and continue to have—long-
lasting significance. They demonstrated with brutal clarity that ordinary individuals could be
induced to act destructively even in the absence of physical coercion, and humans need not be
innately evil or aberrant to act in ways that are reprehensible and inhumane. While we would
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like to believe that when confronted with a moral dilemma we will act as our conscience
dictates, Milgram's obedience experiments teach us that in a concrete situation with powerful
social constraints, our moral sense can all too easily be overwhelmed.

Milgram ensured the ‘experimenter’ wear a grey lab coat rather than a white one precisely
because he didn’t want subjects to think that the ‘experimenter’ was a medical doctor and
thereby limit the implications of his findings to the power of physician authority.

Instead Milgram believed the true explanation of evil like the Holocaust was linked to his
experiments by their demonstration of ‘a propensity for people to accept definitions of action
provided by legitimate authority. That is, although the subject performs the action, he allows
authority to define its meaning'. (2)

Milgram's warning--that when an individual "merges ... into an organizational structure, a
new creature replaces autonomous man, unhindered by the limitations of individual morality,
freed of human inhibition, mindful only of the sanctions of authority”--has much resonance
(1). Professionals in fields as varied as nursing, marketing, accounting and management have
inferred practical lessons from Milgram's obedience studies (3).

Legal scholarship bas also drawn heavily on the obedience studies and their implications. For
example, Steven Hartwell, a law professor at the University of San Diego, conducted an
educational exercise for his students in which they were to individually advise litigants in a
small-claims court. He told his students that he would be available in an adjacent office if
they needed to consult with him (4).

Hartwell writes: The "clients” were, in fact, a single confederate who sought the same advice
from cach student: how she should present her side of a rent dispute. I told each student to
advise the client to lie under oath that she had paid the rent. When students asked for
clarification, I uniformly responded, "... My advice is that, if your client wants to win her
case, then you must tell her to perjure herself.” ... We wanted them to experience the pull
between loyalty to authority ... and prescribed ethical conduct.... Although many of the 24
participating students grumbled cither to me or to the client about my proffered advice, 23
told their client to perjure herself.

We didn't need Milgram to tell us we have a tendency to obey orders. What we didn't know
before Milgram's experiments is just how powerful this tendency is. And having been
enlightened about our extreme readiness to obey authorities, we can try to take steps to guard
ourselves against unwelcome or reprehensible commands.

While many professions have taken heed of Milgrams work, indeed the US army now
incorporates Milgram's findings into its education of officers in order to illuminate the issue
of following unethical orders (4), it is not clear that medicine has fully grasped the
implications of Milgram’s work.

It is likely that patients will obey doctors for a myriad of reasons linked to the ‘obedience to
authority’ paradigm. On top of all the forces at play in Milgram’s experiments, they may be
anxious about personal implications to their mortality or morbidity if they don’t. They key
point is that doctors should be aware of the power they wield often unconsciously over the
public and should exercise this judiciously. :




But doctors themselves may be victims of the *obedience to authority’ concept in that they
themselves probably defer to the authority of more senior colleagues and also conform their
practice to the demands of the NHS generally, even if this may not be in the best interests of
their patients, or even compatible with professional principles.

Milgram’s work raises the acute question of whether doctors rebel enough, and question what
they are expected to do by seniors or managers, or whether instead they simply comply,
trusting in the authority of others.

What can doctors do to avoid themselves falling victim to ‘obedience to authority’ in their
working lives? The key question that arises from Milgram’s experiments that all doctors
should ask themselves routinely is — ‘would I perform this action on my own initiative if |
wasn’t asked to, based on my own values?” If the answer is ‘no’ then almost certainly the
action is being done because psychological ‘obedience to authority’ forces are in play.

Milgram himself found that if subjects witnessed one other subject rebelling and refusing to
obey the experimenter then compliance rates dropped dramatically (1). The key to disobeying
authority appears to be to find collaborators, band together and disobey as a group.

It is fitting that, in an article about Milgram, he should have the last word on this matter. In a
letter to Alan Elms, a former student at Yale (now on the faculty of the University of
California at Davis) dated September 25, 1973, Milgram wrote:

"We do not observe compliance to authority merely because it is a transient cultural or
historical phenomenon, but because it flows from the logical necessities of social
organization. If we are to have social life in any organized form—that is to say, if we are to
have society—then we must have members of society amenable to organizational
imperatives.”

Ironically the case of the serial killer Harold Shipman ~ a single-handed GP - raised the issue
of whether it was healthy for doctors to practice single-handed and isolated from the NHS
more generally. Milgram suggests that doctors also need to ask themselves if it’s also healthy
for them to fit in too well into a system that might demand or require excessive or unethical

obedience and conformity.
BOX 1 WHY PATIENTS OBEY

Because they belisve they have to

Becausae its part of our culture that doctors know best

Doctors are generally held in high esteem by the public

Patients often feet there is a huge gap between thelr own educational attainments and a doctors
The hospitat or clinic setting imparts cues to obedlence - other staff obey doctors and posters plus
other messages covertly suggest obedience will save your life

Doctors seem to expect obedience

Even if patients are not confident in a doctor's instructions they may not belleve they have an
afternative to obedience

Patients frequently don't belleve they have a right to another opinion on the NHS

BOX 2 WHY DOCTORS OBEY

Conformity is inculcated from medical schoal - conforming was frequently part of the key to survival

and passing difficult exams. .
Strong hierarchical nature of career structure means you need endorsement of seniors to progress




&

Doctors don't believe that rebellion gets them anywhere - deeply seated professional pessimism
about personal power against all encompassing system

Doctors notice that other doctors conform and so assume conforming must be right thing to do
Doctors are already overwhelmed with work and rebeiling takes up too much time

Ooctors are already overwhelmed with stress and rebelling will add more

System appears to know best

Dr Raj Persaud

Gresham Professor for Public Understanding of Psychiatry

The Maudsley Hospital and Institute of Psychiatry, Westways Clinic, 49 St James Rd, West
Croydon, London, CR0O 2UR

(1) S. Milgram Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View. New York: Harper and Row,
1974.

(2) Letter to Miss Harriet Tobin, April 9, 1964, Stanley Milgram Papers, Yale University
Library, Manuscripts and Archives.

(3) Blass, T. (Ed.) (2000). Obedience to authority; Current perspectives on the Milgram
paradigm. Published by Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

(4) Blass, T. (2004) The Man who shocked the world. Basic Books, New York.




BEFORE A FITNESS TO PRACTISE PANEL

And in the matter of:

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL

Dr RAJENDRA PERSAUD

WITNESS STATEMENT OF PROFESSOR STEPHEN KENT

|, Stephen Kent of the University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada, will say as follows:

(-

| am a Professor of Sociology in the Department of Sociology at the University of

Alberta in Canada.

This statement relates to the referral to the GMC of Dr Rajendra Persaud
regarding allegations of plagiarism in relation to material that he wrote. My
knowledga of this matter relates to an article that Dr Persaud published in The
Independent on 30 June 2005. The tile of the article was “A Dangerous War on

Psychiatry.”

On 9 November 2005, a person from the UK (whom | did not know) e-mailed me
with the suspicion that a newspaper article that Dr. Persaud published on
Scientology in The Independent plagiarised parts of an academic article that |
had published in a peer reviewed joumal. My article, “The Globalisation of
Scientology: Influence, Control and Opposition in Transnational Markets,* was
published in the Angio-American joumal Religion (1999, Vol 29, p.147 - 169),

and available on the intemet.

s.A.L.




Signed....

I would not have minded if Dr Persaud were to have quoted parts of my article if
he had acknowledged me and my article as a source for his information and used
proper quotation marks and appropriate referencing. | confirm that neither Dr
Persaud, nor any person acting on his behalf contacted me before his article
appeared in The Independent and | confirm that at no time did | provide my
permission for him to use my work in the manner that he did,

| read Dr Persaud's article and put together a parallel comparison between his
newspaper article and my academic article and submitted it, together with a letter
dated 8 November 2005, to The Independent. | attach to this statement, marked
Exhibit SK1 a copy of my letter and my parallel comparison.

On November 28, 2005, The Independent published the following:

Duse to a production error, a comment piece in June entitled,'A dangerous war
on psychiatry * omitted to acknowledge as a source Professor Stephen A
Kent's article, ‘The Globalization of Scientology: Influsnce, Control and
Opposition in Transnational Markets'.

Although | had not seen the initial submission that Dr. Persaud had sent to The
Independent, | did not pursue the matter further after this published
acknowledgement.

| confirm that the facts stated in this statement are true to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

.. Date . .M70 .. .00




BEFORE A FITNESS TO PRACTISE PANEL

And in the matter of:

THE GENERAL MEBICAL COUNCIL

Or RAJENDRA PERSAUD

WITNESS STATEMENT OF THOMAS BLASS, PHD

I, Thomas Blass, of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, 3100 Hilltop Circle,
Battimare, MD 21250, USA, will say as follows:

1.

| am a Professor in the Department of Psychology at the University of
Maryland Baltimore County in the USA.

This statement relates to the referral to the GMC of Dr Rajendra Parsaud
regarding allegations of plagiarism in relation to material written by him. My
peisonal knowledge of this matter relates to articles written by me, which, in
my view, Dr Persaud copied and passed off as his own,

As a resuit of my concerns, | sent a letter, dated 28 December 2005, to Mr
Harry Musselwhite, College Secretary and Head of Administration and Ms
Nicola Sainsbury, Senior Assistant Registrar (Quality Assurance) at King's

Cellege London ('KCL'}. | now exhibit to this statement, as Exhibit TB1, a true
capy of my abave letter.

[ confirm that the letter represents an accurate reflection of my knowledge of
and involvement in this matter and | therefore wish to incorporate the content

VRPN




of that letter into this statement and confirm that this represents the evidence
that | will give, should | be required to do so.

5. | refer to the reference on the first page of my above letter regarding concerns
refating to Or Persaud’s article, “Frailty that allows evil to triumph™ which
appeared. in the Times Educational Supptement (TES) (published 18
February 2005) and tw reference on he (asi page of my letter (0 3 lattor sant
to the editor of TES, Judith Judd, on 25 December 2005.

6. | am of the view that Dr Persaud failed to ensure that the TES article was

corrected in any way at all.

7. Following my letter of 25 December 2005, the TES article was retracted on 10
March 2006. A true copy of the retraction, upon which { rely, is attached as
Exhibit ‘'TB2',

| confirm that the facts stated {n this witness statement and in Exhibit TB1 and
Exhibit TB2 are true to the best of my knowledge and bellef.

Signed:.......... - Date..LL.J:..,.ZJ:.:Q.......

Thomas Blass, PhD




THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL

Dr RAJENDRA PERSAUD

WITNESS STATEMENT OF THOMAS BLASS, PHD

This is the Exhibit marked ‘TB2' referred in the witness statement of Thomas Blass,
PhD.

Thomas Blass, PhD




2atraction
Pubdishod: 10 March 2000

“Fronlty that allows evil to triumph” {(published in Friday magazine on February 18, 2005). We
have withdrawn this articte from our website archive because Raj Persaud copied a very
substantial percentage of the article's wording, without permission or acknowledgement, from
Lie following previously published sources: “The Man Who Shocked the World,” an article
written by Thormas Blass, PhO, professor of psychology, University of Maryland, Baltimore
County, USA, and published by Psychology Today (March/April 2002); and Professor Blass's
informational website on Stanley Milgram, www.stanleymilgram.com.

iy Persaud assures Fhe TES that he intended to acknowledge Professor Blass's work in the
article comnplained of and recoygnises that he should have done so. Dr Persaud further assures
The TES that the omission was accidental, due to an error and not deliberate.

wWe apologise for the improper use of Professor Blass's material.
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Teresa Flurry
RadcliffeLeBrasseur

Solicitors
5 Great College Street

Westminster
London SW1P 38J

May 31% 2008
Ref TJF/900100.9773

Dear Teresa
I am writing in response to your letter of May 14"

I am a Professor of peychiatry at the Tnstitute of Psychiatry in London, and an

) A

honorary consuitant psycniatrist in the Souti London And iviauasicy INOLS Trust.

[ have known Dr Persaud since 1990. I have since had numerous contacts with him in
the context of research, although I have not worked with him in a clinical capacity.

1 had most contact with Raj when he was a junior researcher, when we shared an
office at the Institute of Psychiatry. He was an outstanding clinical researcher. The
research he conducted was of high quality and he had a nigorous scientific approach.
He was very highly regarded by his academic colleagues. I found him enthusiastic
generous and helpful, and highly professional in his interactions with colleagues. ;Xt
that time he was just beginming to write articles tor the media. He told me then that he
felt that the profession of psychiatry and psychiatric patients were poorly represented
in the media, and I think that a key motivation behind his interest in this area has been

a genuine desire to try and improve this.

When | have met Dr Persaud recently I have been struck by how distressed he was by
the recent proceedings.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely

Professor Philip McGuire BSc MB ChB MD PhD FRCPsych
Professor of Psychiatry & Cognitive Neuroscience

Institute of Psvchiatry & GKT School of Medicine

Honorarv Consultant Psvchiatrist

South London & Maudsley NHS Trust
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Dr. J. Cutting
MD FRCP FRCPsych MPhil
Consultant Psychiarriss

Honoraey Seniar Lectwrer Kings College Hospital
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Dr. ]. Cutting

MD FRCP FRCPsych MPhil
Consultant Psychiatrist

Honorars Senior Lecturer Kimgs College Haspital
Hlonarars Senior Lecturer fnstitute of Paychistry

RadelittesbeBrasseur
3 Great College Street
Westminster

London

SW1Pp 3SJ

5 June 2008

Your refr TIF/900100.9775

Dear Sirs.

DR. RAJ PERSAUD

You have asked me to prepare a testimonial concerning this doctor’s attendance at the
General Medical Council, beginning the 16" June 2008, and this is as follows.

I am a Consultant Psychiatrist and was Dr. Persaud’s first Consultant Psychiatrist
when he started at the Maudsley and Bethlem Royal Hospital as a Junior Psychiatrist
in the 1980s. I have since left the Bethlem Hospital and am working as medico/legal
expert and an Honorary Senior Lecturer at the Institute of Psychiatrists doing

research.

I remember Dr. Persaud very well as he was onc of my best Registrars. | have kept
up with him since and we wrote a joint scientitic article about schizophrenia together.
| remember him as a very good clinician and a very intelligent and personable doctor.
| was pleased to hear that he himself became a Consultant Psychiatrist at the Bethlem
Roval Hospital and | was particularly pleased also that he became a celebrated
populariser of psychiatry on the television and on the radio and in the press. [n my
view this is & very important aspect of our work as there is so much anti-psychiatry
feefing around. In fact now that Professor Tony Clare has died. Dr. Persaud is the

only representative of this aspect ot our protession,

In my dealings with hime [ have never had the shightest doubt about his intelligence
and honesty and inteerity and 1 was shocked to hear that he had been asked to attend

this Hearing of the General Medical Council.

-~
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I have not seen him personally in the last year but I have talked to him on the
telephone and I am of the opinion that should the General Medical Council see fit to
remove his name from the register, this would be a disaster both for him and for

psychiatry in general.

He himself would feel completely humiliated and undermined in his chosen
profession and psychiatry would be a great loser as he is one of the standard bearers
of its public persona and such action by the General Medical Council would throw
our profession into disarray.

I hope sincerely that the General Medical Council will take a sympathetic view to his
siiuation and recognice thut he ic 2 man of high maoral etanding ac 1 have indicated in

this testimonial.

Yours faithfully,

Dr. J. Cutting
Consultant Psvchiatrist




Our ref: SH/EC/MC

27 May 2008 PSYCH

Ms Flurry

Radcliffe LeBrasseur
5 Great College Street
Westminster

London

SW1P 3S]
Direct Line: 020 7201 2601

PEaAY Direct Fax: 020 7235 6051
E-mail: patopresident@rcpsych.ac.uk

Dear Ms Flurry

MPS Member: Dr Raj Persaud

Thane you for your itter of 14 May 2008 concarning Or Roj Pursaud. I have boan
President of this College since June 2005 and although I do not know Dr Persaud in his
clinical capacity, during this time he has made a significant contribution to the public
education activities within the Royal College of Psychiatrists. I am therefore limiting my

comments to this area.

During my Presidency Dr Persaud has edited a highly successful book for the general
public on mental health which Transworld published in partnership with the Royal College
of Psychiatrists. Dr Persaud has also contributed regularly to the podcasts on our website
using his interviewing skills.

I chaired the Images of Psychiatry campaign and Dr Persaud made a valuable
contribution to this. Dr Persaud is currently co-editing a reference book for parents and
teachers on young people’s mental health. There is no doubt that Dr Persaud is a very
successful communicator with the general public.

Yours sincerely

Professor Sheila Hollins

President
GMC No: 1459980
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Your Ref: TIF/900100.9773 op e University of London

27 May, 2008

STRICTLY PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Tessa Flurry
RadcliffesLeBrasseur
5 Great College Street
WESTMINISTER
London SWIP 3S]

Dear Tessa Flurry,

MPS Member: Dr Raj Persaud
Re: General Medical Council — Fitness to Practise Panel hearing ; 16-23 June 2008-05-27

1 am currently Professor of Psychiatry at the Institute of Psychiatry and Maudsley Hospital. Prior to this !
was Dean of the Institute of Psychiatry and President of the Association of European Psychiatrists, [ have
known Dr'Raj Persaud for almost two decades. | first met him when he became a junior doctor at the
Maudsley Hospital and was immediately impressed by his enthusiasm. ability and clinical skill.
Subsequently Dr Persuad was a researcher in my department and then a lecturer here at the Institute of
Psychiatry before becoming a consultant psychiatrist to the South London and Maudsley Hospital.

in my opinion Dr Persaud has done a great service for psychiatry in that he has helped to educate the
public about sensible theories concerning psychiatric iliness. He has a great ability to convey quite
complicated matters in an easy-to-understand fashien to the generai public. In addition, the programmes
which he has participated in such as “All in the Mind” | believe have been very beneficial in that his good
rapport with the listening public enables him to introduce academics or researchers and enables them to
convey their recent advances in psychiatric disorder widely. In my view there is no other living
psychiatrist who has done so much to promote the public understancing of psychiatry as Dr Persaud. This
view is, | believe, widely shared within not only this Institute bur aisu within the Royal College of
Psychiatrists for whom Dr Persaud has done a very great deal of work.

Ir my dealing wirh Ur Perzaud 1 have aiways tcund him io ce henest and also very generous with his thee
as mstanced by support for inany charities wthin Psychiatiy. For exumple, he has donated a gieat deal of
energy to helping the Psychiatry Research Trust whih raises funds for research in our field.

1 understand that Dr Persaud regrets very mucls his actions which have unfortunately cause the
Scientologists to refer him to the General Medicat Council. 1 very mucn hope that whatever the GMC's
verdict, the GVIC will not do anything to endanger the ongoumg comribution that | believe Dr Persaud can
make not-anly to his owi patients and to this Instite bui also to adv ancing the public understandmg of
psychiatry. '

Yours sinceveiy.

.

Robm ™M Murray D
Professor of Psvohiatry
Head of Division of Psy chological Medicine znd Psycniatry
A joint division with the
Sehool of Medicine at
Guy's. King’s College and
St fnomag’ Hosolalk
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19 June 2008
Ms Teresa Flurry
RadcliffesLeBrasseur
5 Great College Street
Westminster
London SW1P 383
Dear Ms Flurry
We are aware of the GMC’s findings made today in connoction with Dr Raj Persaud. The
Provost of Gresham College, Lord Sutherfand of Houndwood KT FBA, has nsked me to send
you the following statement:
Gresham College is aware of the GMC proceedings and the allegations relating to
Dr Raj Persaud. Gresham College feels that this matter does not in any way affect
Dr Persaud’s role in delivering lectures to foster the public understanding of
psychiatry. In this role he delivers high quality lectures which simplify the worlds
of psychiatry and psychology so that they become accessible 10 a wide audience.
The College is pleased that Dr Persaud has agreed to deliver further lectures at
Gresham College during the forthcoming academic year and has no intention of
cancelling his future commitments.
Yours sincerely
Barbara Anderson
Academic Rogistrar
GRESHAM COLLEGE, BARNARD'S INN HALL, HOLBORN, LONDON ECIN 2111
020 7833 0575
registrarfdgresham ne uk
.
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As Raj Persaud’s publisher Transworld can confirm that it is aware of the

@ GMC proceedings concerning Raj Persaud. We continue to believe
that Dr Persoud is an important outhor whose message is one fo be
heard. We are disappointed o hear of the ponel’s decision and wouid
very much hope that no further sanctions will be imposed on Dr
Persaud, as we would very much wish to be able to confinue o
support, promote and publish his works.
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27 May 2008 > Dg

Charles Owen

Solicitor

General Medical Council
GMC Legal

Regent’s Place

350 Euston Road
L.London NW1 3N

Private and Confidential
Dear Mr Owen
Re: Dr é.éjendra Persaud

Thank you for your fax of May 19, 2008.

The article you refer to by Dr Persaud was entitled ‘Why the media refuses to obey’ and was published in
March 2005 in Progress in Neurology and Psychiatry Volume 9, issue 2, pp12-14 (copy enclosed). The
article was one of a number of short review articles commissioned from Dr Persaud for the journal, and
was intended as a media commentary rather than original research. The article reviewed the work of
Stanley Milgram and followed a radio interview with Professor Blass, Professor of Psychology at the
University of Maryland, and expert on Milgram, which was featured in the radio programme ‘All in the

Mind’.

Professor Blass contacted us shortly after publication of the article, demanding a retraction on the basis
that a substantial amount of the article reproduced material from his earlier published works without

consent, in particular from his article ‘The Man who Shocked the World’ which was published in Psychology
Today in March/April 2002. We carried out an investigation and found overlap with the sources cited by :
Professor Blass. As the copying was not referenced, we agreed with Dr Persaud that we would retract the

article.

Dr Persaud explained that he had omitted to identify and reference the passages used in error and had
intended to include a reference list. In my view, it is more than likely that the copying without
acknowledgement was an oversight rather than a deliberate attempt to appropriate the work of Professor

Blass.

Yours sincerely

i

Steve Titmars
Editor, Progress in Neurology and Psychiatry
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Wednesday 25" October 2006
YourRef: . 2006/0134/01

Ms Linda Carroll
Investigation Officer

Fitness to Practise Directorate
Generél Medical ‘Council

5 Floor

St James's Buildings

79 Oxford Street

26 0CT 2005. . ke

"Manchester M1 6FQ
.mm:::; - et ITRTOVE 17
Dear Miss Carroll F i

Re: Dr Rajendra Persaud

The Trust has completed the investigation into an allegation of plagiarism, received a
final report from the investigators, and met with Dr P and his advisor.

The investigation was led by Professor Philippa Garety, Trust Head of Psychology,
and included Professor Tom Craig, Deputy Director of Research & Development for
the Trust. The investigators outlined their findings in some detail, but specifically
whether there was a case to answer; whether the allegations, if proven, impact on the
"Trust's business or reputation; and if there was a case to answer, on the seriousness of

the plagiarism.

The investigators concluded that there was evidence of persistent and substantial
plagiarism, and that this was serious given repetition. However, the investigators
qualified their opinion by saying that they had no comment to make on Dr
P's intentions in publishing the text in this way. The investigators did feel that media
coverage relating 1o these findings could have a detrimental effect on the reputation of

the Trust.

The Trust took note of the statement of the investigators that they were unable to
comment on his intentions. In addition, the Trust noted his full co-operation with 51

L.Carroll, GMC - RP - Rpt from fnvest. - 25.10.06.doc -1-
www.slam.nhs.uk




both the Institute of Psychiatry and the Trust's investigation, and his frank
acknowledgment that, with hindsight, were he to undertake similar writings again, he
would do things differently and take more care in referencing other's prose.

Taking these factors into account, and together with his collaboration through the
investigation process, the Trust accepts that, although technically the investigators
have found a prima facie case for plagiarism, this is mitigated from the Trust's point
of view as an NHS employer, by his acknowledgement in his own words that this
repeated act was related more to over extended journalistic practice and naiveté than a
deliberate act on his part. In addition, the Trust did note that he accepted the gravity of
the allegations and findings against him.

Afler deliberation the Trust has decided, therefore, not to proceed down a formal
disciplinary route in this instance, and we have, in collaboration with Dr P and his
advisor, formulated a substantial action plan, which we believe will assure the Trust
that similar acts would not occur in the future.

The agreed plan is as follows:

a) RP will meet regularly with the communications department (possibly monthly,
but by agreement between the Head of Communications and RP, but initiated by
RP).

b) RP has expressed a wish to 'peer review' his writing for the national press to
obtain an independent assessment before publication.

c) RP has undertaken to access a suitable course (through the Chartered Institute of
Journalists) on copyright.

d) RP will assertively use the 'probity’ section of his appraisai documentation 10
declare all interests, and ensure that this is also discussed within his local job
planning process

The Trust is satisfied that this action plan concludes any internal process regarding
this particular set of allegations

Yours sincerely

Dr David Roy
Medical Director

ce Stuart Bell, Chief Executive

L.Curoll, GMC - RP - Rpt trom Invest. - 25.10.06.doc .2
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25 July 2007 General
In reply please quote: LC/2008/0134/01 Medical

Special Delivery Council

Or Rajendra Persaud Sth Floor, St. james . Buildings
79 Oxford Street, Manchester M1 6FQQ

Telephone: 845 357 3001
Facsimile: 0845 357 5001
Emak gmcBgme-ukong
AW T UR OTE

Dear Dr Persaud

Complaint by Bnan Daniels

Ve have now concluded our preliminary investigation into the concerns raised by Mr Bnan
Daniels.

| am writing to you, in accordance with Rule 7 of the General Medical Council (Fitness to
Practise) Rules 2004 to give you an opportunity to respond in writing to the allegations
conceming your fitness to practise. In accordance with Rule 8, a medical and lay case
examiner will consider any comments you make n relation to the allegations. Case
examiners are senior GMC staff, appointed to make decisions on cases. Once we receive
your final comments, they will decide what should happen in relation to your case.

The following options are available to the case examiners:
« To conclu&e the case with no further action or with a letter of advice;

» To issue a waming;
» To refer the case to a Fitness to Practise panel;

e To agree undertakings on health and performance i1ssues following a heatth or
h performance assessment.

If you wish to comment on the allegations, you must reply within 28 days of the date of this
letter | would be grateful if you could address any correspondence to me. If you choose
not to comment on the allegations, or you fail to respond to this letter within the 28-day
time penod, the case examiners will consider the allegations and the information we have
gathered to date, in the absence of any further comment from you.

if you do decide to comment on the allegations, we may dlsclose to Mr Daniels those
commments that you make in relation to his complaint. We will not disclose to him
comments you make in relation to any other allegation outlined in the attached schedula.
We will send you a copy of any further comments that Mr Daniels may make in response
and you will have a further opportunity to comment at that point.

Fmipaaty, s e
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The allegations conceming your fitness to practise are set out in the schedule of
allegations attached at Annex A. These allegations are supported by the documents listed
at Annex B, copies of which are enclosed.

Please contact Linda Carroll on 01681 923 6430 who will be happy to answer any quenesg
you may have in relation to this case.

Yours sincerely

ool

Flona Garry
Assistant Registrar
Fitness to Practise Directorate

Enc: Annex A — Allegations
Annex B — Indexed bundle of supporting information

Cc:  Richard Dempster - MPS
U Martin Soames Best & Soames Solicitors
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Annex A - Draft allegations

Dr Raj Persaud
That, being registered under the Medical Act 1983 (as amended),

1 You are currently employed as a Consultant Psychiatnst for the South London &
Maudsley NHS Trust.

2. In March 2003 your book From the Edge of the Couch' was published by Bantam
Books.

3. Your book was plagiansed from vanous different sources including:

a. An article entitled ‘Capgras syndrome: a novel probe for understanding the
neural representation of the dentity and famillarity of persons' by Willlam
Hirstein and V S Ramachandran.

b. An article entitled Autoerotic Asphyxia: A Case Report by Jo Johnstone and
Rhodn Huws.

¢. An article entitled Treatment of an Unususl Case of Masochism' by Raj
Shiwach and John Prosser

d. An article entitled An evolutionary connection? Personalty and Individual
Differences’ by O’Reilly Dunbar and Bentall.

4. In or around February 2005 you wrote an article entitled ‘Why the Media Refuses to
Obsy’

S. Your article was subsequently published In Progress in Neurclogy and Psychiatry’
in its February 2005 edition.

8. Your article was plagiansed from an article entitled ‘The Man Who Shocked The
World written by Professor Thomas Blass.

7 In or around June 2005 you wrots an article entitted A Dangerous War on
Psychiatry’

8. Your article was subsequently published in the Independent newspaper on 30
June 2005.

9. Your article was plagiansed from an article entitled 'The Globalization of
Scientology Influence, Control and Opposition in Transnational Markets’ written by
Professor Stephen Kent.

10.1n or around December 2005 you wrote an article entitled ' The Man Who Shocked
the World: The Life and Legacy of Stanley Milgram’

83



11 Your article was subsequently published in the

‘British Medical Joumat on 17th
December 2005,

12.Your article was plagiansed from an article entitled ‘The Man Who Shocked The
World written by Professor Thomas Blass.

13. Your actions as described above were:
a. inappropnate,
b. unprofessional,

c. dishonest,

d. liable to bring the profession into disrepute.
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