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Headquarters Surgeon General Secretariat 

 

 

 

Headquarters Surgeon General 

 

Coltman House, Defence Medical Services Whittington, 
Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS14 9PY 
 
 
Email: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xx 
 

 
 
Mr Alvin Pritchard 

Reference: 110145-003 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx

  

14 June 2012 

 
 
 
Dear Mr Pritchard,  
 
Thank you for your e-mail of the 16 May 2012, which has been considered to be a request under 
the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act, in which you asked for the following information: 
 

•  I would like to see a copy of all and any consent forms concerning all matters that 

seek permission from a individual which relate to the administration of any 
drug/vaccination given by the MOD during the Persian Gulf War of 1990-1, either Pre, 
During or Post deployment or at any other time thereafter. The MOD and subsequent 
governments that came to power since the Gulf conflict have all insisted that 
consent forms were issued to all British military personnel involved, so a record of 
such forms must exist if that is the case.  

 
•  Secondly. Please can you confirm if Gulf Military personnel were either 1. Ordered to 

take or 2. Offered to take the vast range of drugs/vaccinations that were given to 
them. 

 
I would like to refer you your response from Defence Personnel Secretariat in their letter of 25 May 
2012. Please be advised that consent forms were not used in the Gulf in 1990/1991.  Therefore 
there is no blank specimen of the form, and no archive of completed forms. 
 
We are aware that some veterans believe that the administration of vaccines on the basis of 
voluntary informed consent was breached in 1990/1991.  The matter has been fully investigated 
and the underlying policy of the anti-biological warfare immunisation programme was clear.  The 
vaccinations were to be voluntary.  The reasons for the programme and information about the 
vaccines were briefed to troops.   
 
If you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling 
of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not 
possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal review by 
contacting the Head of Corporate Information, 2nd Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 
2HB (e-mail xxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xx ). Please note that any request for an internal review must be 
made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has 
come to an end. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal 
review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the Information 
Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, http://www.ico.gov.uk. 
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