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30 March 2010 
 
 
Nevin Taggart 
 
via e-mail to: 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx
 
 
 

 
Dear Mr Taggart 
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST REFERENCE NO: 495636 
 
Thank you for your request for information dated 22 February 2010, received by OGC on the 
same date.  I note you seek access to the following information: 

Can you please provide a chronology from March 2009 of the contacts between European 
Commission DG TREN G/2, UK government departments (Cabinet Office European 
Secretariat and Office of Government Commerce) and two departments in Belfast (Finance 
and Personnel and Regional Development) in relation to the EU TREN inquiry into certain 
aspects of the Rathlin ferry contract which was awarded to a new operator in 2008? The EU 
TREN reference is 610/09/TREN.

Following receipt of your request searches were conducted within OGC to locate information 
relevant to your request. We have interpreted your request to include not only contacts 
between the European Commission and the four named departments, but also for contacts 
between those four departments. I can confirm that OGC holds some recorded information 
relevant to your request in the form of a chronology of contacts between OGC and the other 
named departments. 
 
Decision 
 
Our decision is to disclose all of the information held in full. The disclosed information is 
attached at Annex A. 
 

 

Notes 
 
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-commercial 
research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other re-use, for example 
commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright holder.  Most documents 
supplied by OGC will have been produced by government officials and are protected under 
Crown Copyright.  You can find details on the arrangements for re-using Crown copyright on 
the Office of Public sector Information website at: 
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/click-use/index.htm
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Your attention is drawn to the Statement on OGC's Intellectual Property at: 
http://www.ogc.gov.uk/sdtoolkit/copyright/index.html
 
 
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to 
make a complaint or request an internal review of our decision, you should write to the Service 
Desk (details at foot of page 1) within two calendar months of the date of this letter. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision.  Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless 
you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by OGC.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  
 
 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire SK9 5AF 

 
Should you have any further inquiries concerning this matter, please contact the Service Desk 
(contact details at the foot of page 1) quoting the reference number above. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
Ruth Carrod 
Head of Information Management 
xxxx.xxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx
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Abbreviations 
 
Below is an explanation of the abbreviations used in the disclosed information: 
 
DFPNI  

 

Department of Finance and Personnel Northern Ireland 

DRDNI 

 

Department for Regional Development Northern Ireland 

OGC 

  Office 

of 

Government 

Commerce 

 
Chronology of contacts 
 
13 October 2009 

Cabinet Office wrote to OGC, copied to DFPNI  

16 October 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC  

20 October 2009 

OGC wrote to DFPNI   

20 October 2009 

DFPNI wrote to OGC   

21 October 2009 

OGC wrote to Cabinet Office, copied to DFPNI  

21 October 2009 

DFPNI wrote to OGC   

22 October 2009 

Cabinet Office wrote to OGC   

23 October 2009 

Cabinet Office wrote to OGC, copied to DRDNI  

02 November 2009 

OGC wrote to DFPNI   

02 November 2009 

DFPNI wrote to OGC   

17 November 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC  

24 November 2009 

DRDNI wrote to DRDNI, copied to OGC 

01 December 2009 

OGC wrote to DFPNI   

01 December 2009 

DFPNI wrote to OGC   

03 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

04 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC  

08 December 2009 

OGC  wrote to DFPNI and DRDNI   

09 December 2009 

OGC wrote to DRDNI   

09 December 2009 

OGC wrote to DRDNI   

09 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

09 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

09 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

14 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC  

14 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

14 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC, copied to DFPNI   

15 December 2009 

OGC wrote to DRDNI   

15 December 2009 

OGC wrote to DRDNI   

15 December 2009 

DFPNI wrote to OGC, copied to DRDNI  

15 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

17 December 2009 

OGC wrote to DRDNI   

17 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

18 December 2009 

OGC wrote to Cabinet Office   

31 December 2009 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

15 January 2010 

OGC wrote to Cabinet Office 

15 January 2010 

Cabinet Office wrote to OGC   

15 January 2010 

Cabinet Office wrote to OGC   

25 January 2010 

OGC wrote to DFPNI and DRDNI   
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25 January 2010 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

17 February 2010 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

22 February 2010 

OGC wrote to DRDNI   

22 February 2010 

DRDNI wrote to OGC   

22 February 2010 

DRDNI  wrote to Nevin Taggart, copied to OGC 

 
OGC has not had any direct contacts with the European Commission. However, we 
understand that Cabinet Office wrote to the European Commission sometime between 18 
December 2009 and 15 January 2010, but we have no more precise recorded information than 
this. 

 




    

  

  
