
 
 

 

Ray Corrigan 
By email: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxm 
 
 
 
25th August 2011 
 
 
Dear Mr Corrigan, 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 – RFI20110890 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act (‘the Act’) of 28th July, seeking 
additional information following our response to your previous request, RFI20110637. 
 
For ease I have broken your request up into parts: 
 
1. Reconsider releasing certain reacted sections of: 
      
(a) the BBC response to Ofcom consultation of 22 January 2010; and      
(b) the BBC's response of 30 April 2010 to Ofcom's request for further information 
relating to details of content the BBC had already licensed but would be precluded 
from broadcasting in HD without content management. 
      
We maintain that to release the information withheld from the documents named above would be 
likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the BBC and that the public interest remains in 
favour of withholding the information. As noted in our response to your earlier request 
(RFI20110637), we released information in that response that was previously withheld as we felt 
that the passage of time had removed the commercial prejudice to the BBC. 
   
2.  Did the BBC seek and/or receive professional legal advice on the competition 
issues relating to: 
      
(1) mandatory DRM removing the ability of consumers to purchase receivers without 
DRM and the BBC leveraging its position as holder of the multiplex licence to 
mandate DRM thereby affecting competition at the level of the manufacturers; 



 

(2) rights holders' possible collective efforts to pressurise public service broadcasters 
into mandating HD DRM? 
     
We can confirm that we did seek legal advice on our approach to HD content management. 
 
3. Can you confirm whether any discussions [with" large educational institutions, 
libraries and archives, "in order to ensure that the proposed content management 
system does not restrict their legitimate activities"] have taken place? If so with 
which institutions? Could you provide the records of such discussions and/or the 
advice and guidance that the BBC has provided or is proposing to provide to such 
institutions? 
 
We can confirm that discussions were held with the British Library and the British Film Institute 
on this matter. No minute, or other records, were made of these meetings by the BBC. The only 
information that exists in connection with them is correspondence arranging the meetings 
themselves.  
   
Appeal Rights 
 
If you are not satisfied that we have complied with the Act in responding to your request, you 
have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at 
the address above, explaining what you would like us to review and including your reference 
number. If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. The contact details are: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545 700 or see 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Rachael Ward 
Adviser, Information Policy & Compliance 
 
 
 


