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EHE Review Meeting SW/SB/AC/PJ/VV to 
discuss response to Independent Review  

 

Q1 Name of LA 

Derby City

Q2 Tel. No of main contact

01332 256753 

Q3 E-mail of main contact

xxxxxx.xxxx@xxxxx.xxx.xx 

Q4 Would you be willing to take part in the next phase of the research in 
February/March (including in-depth interviews with key personnel in 
your organisation)?

Yes 
 
Q5 Which team(s) have the main responsibility for supporting and 
monitoring home educated children within the local authority and other 
agencies?

Social Development and Inclusion 
Educational Welfare Service - EWS 
Connexions 

Q6 List all teams / professionals involved in supporting home educating 
families

Social Development and Inclusion 
EWS 
Connexions 
Social Care 
CAMHS 
SEN Team 
Community Health 
Specialist Teaching and Educational Psychology Service - STePs 
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Q7 List all teams / professionals involved in monitoring home educating 
families. 

Social Development and Inclusion – SDI team 
EWS 
 

Q8 Describe how you ensure collaboration and communication between 
these teams / individuals 

Individual supervision 
Joint Team Meeting 
Agreed Procedure and Protocol for sharing information 
Attendance at Multi Agency meetings required

Q9 How many children are currently home educated in your local 
authority of primary age (Registered with LA)

34 

Q10 How many children are currently home educated in your local 
authority of primary age (Non-registered with LA)

Not known 

Q11 How many children are currently home educated in your local 
authority of secondary age (Registered with LA) 

48

Q12 How many children are currently home educated in your local 
authority of secondary age (Non-registered with LA)

Not Known 

Q13 Total (Registered with LA)

82 

Q14 Total (Non-registered with LA)

Not Known 

Q15 Are these figures accurate or based on estimates?

Accurate 
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Q16 If accurate, where do you get this data from? 

Information from parent/carer 
Schools 
Local Authority -LA Officers (Admissions team) 
Health NHS Primary care Trust - PCT 
Specialist Teachers 
Pre School Team 
Contact point due to be active Sept 09 
Police 

Q17 If accurate, how do you know the data is accurate?

Cross referenced 
Home visiting 

Q18 If estimated, what data have you used to arrive at this figure? (List 
all sources)

 

Q19 How confident is the local authority in the accuracy of this data?

Fairly confident 
 
 
Q20 How often does the local authority get updated data? (List 
frequency for each source separately) 
 
Weekly
 

Q21 What proportion (as a percentage) of your home educated 
population is statemented for SEN? (please state whether accurate or 
estimate)

4.9% (accurate) 

Q22 What proportion (as a percentage) of your home educated 
population is non-statemented for SEN (please state whether accurate 
or estimate) 

25% - estimate

Q23 What proportion (as a percentage) of your home educated 
population is from Gypsy, Roma and Traveller heritage (please state 
whether accurate or estimate)

Currently 0% 
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Q24 What proportion (as a percentage) of your home educated 
population is made up of other Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) groups 

 

Q25 Please list which BME groups.

Parents are reluctant to discuss ethnicity but from info known-  
 

Asian Other             13% 
White & Bl Afr/Car    4% 
White Eur                 2%    
Any Other – mixed   1% 
Black Other              3%     
Chinese                    1%        
White Oth                23%    
White & Asian           5% 
White UK                   48% 
 

 
 

Q26 Do you believe the local authority knows about all the home 
educated children in your area?

Using the systems we have, including local intelligence, we think we 
know about the vast majority of home educated children in the area. 
 

Q27 Do you think that you will be better able to track children in your 
area in the near future? e.g. planned changes to your own systems, 
Contact Point, other system improvements?

Yes 
 
Q28 Please use this space to add detail to the answer you have just 
given Supporting Home Educating Families  
 
Contact point due Sept 09 will triangulate information from a range of 
sources 
 

Q29 How does the local authority ensure families know about their 
rights and responsibilities in relation to home education? (List all 
approaches used)

Guidance booklet distributed including relevant contact details 
Info on Derby City website 
Home visiting from EWS, SDI Teams 
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Q30 What support does your local authority provide to home educating 
families? (List all forms of support offered)

As above 
Connexions – advice/guidance/direction 

Q31 How does the local authority let families know about the services 
provided to support them in home educating their children? (List all 
approaches used) 

Guidance booklet distributed including relevant contact details 
Info on web DCC website 
Home visiting from EWS, SDI Team 
Connexions – advice/guidance/direction 
 

Q32 Following the initial assessment visit, are further monitoring visits 
made to a home educated child?

Yes 
 
Q33 If yes, how often, on average, are these carried out?
 
Twice a year 
 
 
Q34 Please use this space to add detail to the answer you have just 
given 
 
Two visits scheduled for year one of home education. Year two 
onwards, visits are prioritised according to family/student need
 
Q35 On average, how often is the child seen when a visit is made? 
 
95% of the time the child is seen  

Q36 Please use this space to add detail to the answer you have just given

Visits to families are regarded as support. The role of EWS and SDI is to 
offer support with EHE.  We respect parents’ rights whilst maintaining a 
reasoned approach.  We encourage parents to accept a visit from the 
Education Officer. Many families acknowledge this and welcome the 
visit and the opportunity to discuss their work with the Officer 

Q37 If the child is seen, where is s/he usually seen?

In the home 
 
Q38 Please use this space to add detail to the answer you have just 
given
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Families are given the opportunity to meet with the LA officer at a venue 
of their choosing. 

Q39 If you are not permitted access to a child, is any further action 
taken?

Yes 
Q40 If yes, what further steps are taken?

Informal visits 
If still not successful, use local intelligence 
However, if still not seen and then link to Local Safeguarding 
Procedures 

Q41 How is the suitability of the education provided to the child 
assessed? (Please describe) 

Assessing the suitability of the education is through 

•  Talking to the parent/carer and student 

•  Observing the range of activities undertaken 

•  Looking at student work 

•  Using Professional Judgement 

Q42 Is the local authority clear about what the definition of a 'suitable 
education' is?

Yes 
 

Q43 Please use this space to add detail to the answer you have just 
given

The LA interpretation of a suitable education is based on using 
assessment, as detailed in Q41. 
 
Q44 Does the local authority have systems in place to track the 
educational progress of home educated children?
 
Qualitative evidence is collected and recorded by the Education Officer 
(based on assessment as detailed in Q 41).  This information is used to 
track progress. 
 

Q45 Please use this space to add further detail to the answer you have 
just given

Educational progress is based on qualitative judgement. There is no 
requirement to follow National Curriculum or National Curriculum 
assessments.  
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Q46 Of the home educated children in your area of whom you have 
knowledge, what proportion (as a percentage) in your estimation is 
receiving a suitable, full time (20hrs a week) education? (Please 
describe)

90% 

Q47 Does the local authority take any further steps if a home educated 
child's education was found to be unsuitable or not full time?

Yes 
 
 
Q48 Please use this space to add further detail to the answer you have 
just given 
 
Invite parents/carers to a meeting to share the pupils work 
If education is not appropriate – give advice and a fixed period of time to 
set up and deliver. 
At next meeting – if no improvement – possibility of a school attendance 
order discussed 
Further advice given to parent /carer, next meeting planned 
At meeting, if still no improvement, support for next step – parent 
chooses to return student to school or school attendance order set up
 
Q49 Does the local authority face any challenges in assessing whether 
home educated children receive a suitable education?
 
Yes 
 
 
Q50 If you answered yes to Q49, please describe the challenges and 
what you think could be done to overcome these 
 
Currently parents do not have to engage with the monitoring and 
support for Home Education. The majority of families engage 
successfully and acknowledge the support offered. However if they did 
not, assessing the suitability of home education would not be possible. 
Formal access legislation would support this.

Q51 Thinking about your local area, in the last five years, how many 
cases have you come across that use the premise of home education as 
a 'cover' for child abuse, forced marriage or other aspects of child 
neglect? 

There have been less than 5 cases where children have been subject to 
Child Protection Plans where they have been home educated. The 
concerns are that these children are not monitored by a multi-agency 
core group and there are doubts about whether parents are equipped to 
educate their children. 
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Q52 Please use this space to add detail to the answer you have just 
given. Please include the number of Serious Case Reviews you know 
about that have a home education element. 
 
No serious case reviews have involved children who have been home 
educated 
 
 
Q53 Do you think the current system for safeguarding children who are 
educated at home is adequate?
 
No 
 

Q54 Please use this space to add detail to the answer you have just 
given

The LA does not have any right to see the student and the parent does 
not have to register Home Education, also the LA are not always aware 
of younger children who do not enter onto LA data bases as their 
parents/carers chose not to send them to school at the time of 
compulsory school age. 
 
All of the usual systems which protect children in the school 
environment do not apply when they are educated at home, these 
potentially impacts on all of their outcomes, especially stay safe. The 
children do not have an avenue outside of the home to discuss issues of 
protection and safety and this can be a major problem. 
 

Q55 Do you think that home educated children in your local authority 
are able to achieve the five Every Child Matters outcomes? Please say 
why you think that for each of the five outcomes

Using professional judgement, the majority of the home education 
families provide a suitable education linked to the Every Child Matters 
outcomes.  
 
However the extent to which they are achieved will be variable within 
different home education families. 

Q56 Do you think there should be any changes made to the current 
system for supporting home educating families?

Yes 
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Q57 Please use this space to add detail to the answer you have just 
given

Definition of suitable education ( linked to achievement) 
Legislation to support formal monitoring of home education, including 
access to the student if parents refuse to let us see the child 

Q58 Do you think there should be any changes made to the current 
system for monitoring home educating families and ensuring that home 
educated children are able to achieve the five outcomes? 

Yes 
Q59 Please use this space to add detail to the answer you have just 
given

Safe –       Legislation to see the child 
Healthy  – Legislation to link to Health Schools 
Enjoy and Achieve- Definition of suitable education (linked to 
achievement) 
Economic wellbeing - Definition of suitable education (linked to 
achievement) 
Positive Contribution – Legislation to link to Connexions 
 

1. Register with LA/Connexions (other agencies)/any changes 
2.  Legislation to support monitoring visits 
3.  Definition of suitable education 
4.  Protocols to ensure that information is shared between agencies 

Q60 Has the Director of Children's Services and the Lead Member for 
Children and Young People seen and agreed with the answers you have 
given above?
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