ﬁ department for
children, schools and families

Independent Review of Home Education in England

Thank you for taking the time to complete this duesaire about processes for
supporting and monitoring home education. Comgtetif the questionnaire is
entirely voluntary. Responses will be completainfidential and used only for the
purposes of the independent review.

The Government is committed to ensuring that systiemkeeping children safe are
as robust as possible. As part of this contingimgmitment, an independent review
of home education will assess whether the rightesys are in place for ensuring that
home educated children have access to the fiveyEsgitd Matters outcomes. This
includes whether Government should do more to stppeal authorities in
discharging their duties in relation to home ededathildren. The full terms of
reference for the review are available online at:
www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/ete/homeeducation

As organisations responsible for ensuring the gafetllbeing and education of
children and young people in your localities, wepmuch value your input into this
review.

You may find it helpful to read through the questiaire before attempting to
complete it. Please note you cannot save theiguesire and go back to it at a later
date. Therefore, if you need to discuss respongbscolleagues before submitting
the form, please do so before attempting to corapifet questionnaire. Please also
note that we ask that the Director of Children's/i8es and Lead Member for
Children and Young People 'sign off' the questiareniaefore it is submitted and you
will be asked to confirm whether that has happeatdte end of this questionnaire.

Thank you for taking time to respond to these daest

Privacy statement

About your local authority
Q1 Name of LA
Lancashire

Q2 Tel. No of main contact
01695 585737

Q3 E-mail of main contact



angela.robinson@lancashire.gov.uk

Q4 Would you be willing to take part in the next plase of the research in
February/March (including in-depth interviews with key personnel in your
organisation)?

yes

Q5 Which team(s) have the main responsibility forgpporting and monitoring
home educated children within the local authority ad other agencies?

Lancashire Education Inclusion Service (ElectivertédEducation Team)
Q6 List all teams / professionals involved in suppting home educating families

LEIS (EHEteam). Wider support available throughltde eg Pupil Access team
where entry/return to mainstream school is consler

Children's Integrated support team wher additiore@lds are identified eg Integrated
Assessemnt support team/Children and Parent suporice/ SEN assessement
team for Statemented children

Q7 List all teams / professionals involved in mondring home educating families.

LEIS (EHE team) and SEN Assessment team

Q8 Describe how you ensure collaboration and commigation between these
teams / individuals

Regular meetings, formal referral processes, eooailact as required, flowcharts and
protocols

Data and Tracking

Q9 How many children are currently home educated iryour local authority of
primary age (Registered with LA)

102

Q10 How many children are currently home educatedn your local authority of
primary age (Non-registered with LA)

Not known

Q11 How many children are currently home educatedn your local authority of
secondary age (Registered with LA)

377



Q12 How many children are currently home educatedn your local authority of
secondary age (Non-registered with LA)

Not known

Q13 Total (Registered with LA)

479

Q14 Total (Non-registered with LA)

Not known

Q15 Are these figures accurate or based on estimate

Accurate

Q16 If accurate, where do you get this data from?

Registration forms completed by parents and entenéa our MIS database systems
Q17 If accurate, how do you know the data is accuta?

registration forms completed by parent are in tlagonity of cases supported by
information from the school where they have beenotinin addition our data base

refers only to children who are Electively Home Ealed

Q18 If estimated, what data have you used to arrivat this figure? (List all
sources)

n/a
Q19 How confident is the local authority in the acaracy of this data?
Very confident

Q20 How often does the local authority get updatedata? (List frequency for
each source separately)

Annual and termly total reviews, but info regardofdldren going into/out of EHE
occurring daily. sources either parents or schools

Q21 What proportion (as a percentage) of your homeducated population is
statemented for SEN? (please state whether accurabe estimate)

5% accurate

Q22 What proportion (as a percentage) of your homeducated population is
non-statemented for SEN (please state whether acaie or estimate)



95% accurate

Q23 What proportion (as a percentage) of your homeducated population is
from Gypsy, Roma and Traveller heritage (please sta whether accurate or
estimate)

25% accurate

Q24 What proportion (as a percentage) of your homeducated population is
made up of other Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) groups

unknown at this time
Q25 Please list which BME groups.
n/a

Q26 Do you believe the local authority knows aboull the home educated
children in your area?

> Yes, we are confident we know about all home edatcahildren in the area
L We think we know about the vast majority of homaaaded children in the area

o We probably do not know about a fair number of h@decated children in the
area

L We probably do not know about a significant projorof home educated
children in the area

Q27 Do you think that you will be better able to tack children in your area in
the near future? e.g. planned changes to your owirystems, ContactPoint, other
system improvements?

> yes

E:I'IO

Q28 Please use this space to add detail to the amswou have just given

Although work on refining protocol agreements betwéeams, and updating
Children Missing Education policy and procedurebght of new guidance will go
some way towards improvement in tracking, the laiciequirement of parents to
register their child /children on EHE remains thaon barrier to effective tracking.
Children who have never been on a school roll ahd @o not register for EHE will
remain diffcult to track.



Supporting Home Educating Families

Q29 How does the local authority ensure families kaw about their rights and
responsibilities in relation to home education? (Lst all approaches used)

Information available via website. Information pasgat to all interested parents.
awareness raising amongst other teams workingfastiilies and with Governing
bodies and schools

Q30 What support does your local authority provideto home educating families?
(List all forms of support offered)

Two initial visits folllowed by annual visits. Staented children have Annual
Reviews supported by SEN team and specific sumaorbe targetted. Advice to
parents where concerns exist which can be suppytediditional visits. Advice
available via phone between visits if required.ePgs are signposted to appropriate
resources, courses, qualification routes..largeline

Q31 How does the local authority let families knovabout the services provided
to support them in home educating their children? I(ist all approaches used)

website. Customer contact centre. Information paekd to interested parents.
Information supplied to schools

Assessment and Monitoring

Q32 Following the initial assessment visit, are faher monitoring visits made to
a home educated child?

[ Yes

L No

> Don't know

Q33 If yes, how often, on average, are these cardi®ut?
> More than twice a year

L Twice a year

o Once a year

L Lessthanonce a year

Q34 Please use this space to add detail to the amswou have just given



More visits if concerns exist. May be less thanuahif meetings rescheduled at
parents' request.

Q35 On average, how often is the child seen whervigit is made?
L Always, at each visit

o Usually, but not always

L2 sometimes

L Never

> Depends on the child / circumstances

Q36 Please use this space to add detail to the amswou have just given

In some instances parents decline visits,and ih swgtances neutral venues are
sought. when engagement is declined, reports oalylm available annually.
Sometimes parents specifically refuse access tohihd/children, or the child may be
elsewhere receiving provision at the time of trstvi

Q37 If the child is seen, where is s/he usually sg&

o In the home
L At the home, but do not go inside

£ Another venue

> Depends on the child / circumstances
Q38 Please use this space to add detail to the amswou have just given
May be seen at parental request at other venues

Q39 If you are not permitted access to a child, igny further action taken?

[ Yes

E No

e Don't know



Q40 If yes, what further steps are taken?

Depends on circumstances and evidence supplied.
1)Another visit may be scheduled

2)Referral to CME may be appropriate

3) could be considered for Child in Need/CAF

4) Referral under Child Protection procedures

5) Any other action as circumstances dictate

Q41 How is the suitability of the education providd to the child assessed?
(Please describe)

Using teacher's professional judgement. Where plessnclusion of testing results or
other benchmarking evidence if made available. ms@num, some evedence of
progression between visits

Q42 Is the local authority clear about what the dehition of a 'suitable
education' is?

> yes

E:I’]O

Q43 Please use this space to add detail to the amswou have just given

Within the LEIS (EHE team) work is underway to mrate teacher level judgements
and to ensure consistency of approach and judgeftdentever , the absence of any
National Guidelines on standards which form a &ework for a suitable education
makes any local judgement as to suitability or othee diffcult to prove.

Q44 Does the local authority have systems in plate track the educational
progress of home educated children?

£ Yes

E No

L Don't know
Q45 Please use this space to add further detail the answer you have just given

Tracking systems currently under development



Q46 Of the home educated children in your area of hlom you have knowledge,
what proportion (as a percentage) in your estimatio is receiving a suitable, full
time (20hrs a week) education? (Please describe)

Unable to estimate percentages as it depends amtterstanding of "suitable™ .
currently this would vary dpending on the subjeefwdement of the officer.

however, it is worth mentioning that we beleivetthmongst those parents who ahve
elected to home educate because of philosophiasbnes the percentage would be
quite high. Amongst Y10 and 11 students who hdeeted to home educate because
of reactive reasons | would expect, due to the rerstwvho refuse or decline any
engagement, that the percentage would be quite low.

Q47 Does the local authority take any further stepg# a home educated child's
education was found to be unsuitable or not full the?

[ Yes

E No

> Don't know

Q48 Please use this space to add further detail the answer you have just given
Advice for improvement given, followed by opporttynio improve and revisit. wher
no improvement takes place case is referred to @vclusion on database and
follow up intervention, including duty to investiga Collaboration with other LAs if
appropriate

Q49 Does the local authority face any challenges assessing whether home
educated children receive a suitable education?

[ Yes

E No

£ Don't know

Q50 If you answered yes to Q49, please describe ttieallenges and what you
think could be done to overcome these

1) lack of duty on parents to register child forEeH
2) Lack of duty on parents to provide evidence
3) Absence of any national definition of "Suitabéfucation or common framework

4) Lack of duty on parents to meet with LA officer



5) Staffing and resources within the LA as numlaéiSHE children increase

This could be improved by:

1) A requiremnt to meet and provide evidence tolihefficer at least annually

2) the development of guidance on Standards ofeec to promote consistent
national benchmarking. this is especially relevaow in the light of the Participation
age and our ability to make a judgement against Elildren as to whether they are
achieving Level 2 or equivalency.

Q51 Thinking about your local area, in the last fie years, how many cases have
you come across that use the premise of home eduoatas a ‘cover' for child
abuse, forced marriage or other aspects of child géect?

0

Q52 Please use this space to add detail to the amswou have just given. Please
include the number of Serious Case Reviews you knaabout that have a home

education element.

Advice from safegaurding and child protection teae&al some are suspected but
none are known to have Home Education elements

Q53 Do you think the current system for safeguardig children who are
educated at home is adequate?

£ Yes

E'jNo

> Don't know

Q54 Please use this space to add detail to the amswou have just given

Non requirement to meet annually or to have chiesent

Non requirement of parents to notify LA of childreeing home educated
Frequency of contact

Whereas we have no reason to believe that chileldecated at home are at greater
risk than any other , they are at greater riskngf @use/neglect not being identified

or being identified more slowly, and of intervemtsobeing implemented slowly if at
all.



Q55 Do you think that home educated children in youlocal authority are able
to achieve the five Every Child Matters outcomes?|Base say why you think that
for each of the five outcomes

Be healthy.. in the majority of cases the LA offisees the child and can make a
judment but not possible for those who do not agweasits or have child available.

Stay safe ... see answers to Q 53/54 . Majoritgs Minority.. No. Failure to clarify
how children who are home educated against exfilmitander child employment is
an issue

Enjoy and achieve... Some will have possible expecs and attainment of high
standards. others may not achieve any formal qeeiidbns.

Achieve Economic wellbeing... Opportuniies to depesocial /communication skills.
some EHE children do not access the opportunitl@gshwvould come through a
school placement ie Connexions service or abseffoeral qualifications as an
expectation. this would impact on their economidilveeng

Make a positive contribution... Children on EHE @aw many cases fewer
opportunities for their efforts to be recognisedha wider community compared to
children in schools

Q56 Do you think there should be any changes made the current system for
supporting home educating families?

E ves

EjNo

o Don't know

Q57 Please use this space to add detail to the amswou have just given
Guidance suggests that LAs offer support but thisot a duty . The absence of
Statutory duty requirement for EHE can cause fugpdsues. If it were a Statutory
duty on LAs to provide this support, funding stresamay be easier

Q58 Do you think there should be any changes made the current system for

monitoring home educating families and ensuring thehome educated children
are able to achieve the five outcomes?

[ Yes

E No

e Don't know



Q59 Please use this space to add detail to the amswou have just given
1) Parents required to notify LA when they elechtone educate.

2) Parents and child/children required to meet it provide evidence of education
to LA officer at least annually

3) Requirement of parent to notify the LA when leagvthe area as potentially they
could be missing for months between the last anvigdland re registering with a
new authority

4) A change in regulations requiring schools toaeenchildren from roll when EHE
is decided. A 3 month cooling off/handover perisguggested to allow registartion
and initial EHE visits to take place and reinteigmato school if decision to EHE
found to be unsuitable.

5) A national agreement as to what constitutesiadisle education” with
achievement standards.

Declaration

Q60 Has the Director of Children's Services and theead Member for Children
and Young People seen and agreed with the answe@uyhave given above?

" DCs

I Lead member



