
 

 
 
 
 
 
By email to : request-84767-xxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: 28th September 2011 
 
Our Ref: FOI/415/11 
 
Contact: Alice Duarte 
 
Tel:  01707 638436 
 
Fax: 01707 354669 

 
 
Dear Mr Martin 
 
Thank you for your request for data, detailing how many requests for information from the police have 
been received by the Constabulary from the RSPCA annually during the last five years broken down 
annually. 
 
I am able to confirm that your request has been processed under the terms of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 (FOI) and following enquiries within the Hertfordshire Constabulary Information 
Services Office and have been advised that 2 requests for disclosure from the RSPCA were received 
in 2008, 1 request from a solicitor representing the RSPCA was received in 2008, 1 request from a 
solicitor representing the RSPCA was received in 2007 and 1 request for disclosure from the RSPCA 
was received in 2006. 
 
Following further enquiries within the Police Records Support Unit, I have been advised that data in 
relation to information exchanges is not held centrally in a format that would make it easily retrievable.  
 
Section 17 of the Act requires the Constabulary, when refusing to provide such information because 
of the application of an exemption, to provide you with a notice which i) states that fact; ii) specifies 
the exemption in question; and iii) states why the exemption applies. 
 
It is considered that the information you have requested is exempt by virtue of Section 12(1) of the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Section 12(1) states that a public authority is not obliged to comply 
with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request 
would exceed the appropriate limit. 
 
In order to attempt to provide an accurate answer to your specific question would require a search of 
every transaction on the Police National Computer and Hertfordshire Constabulary recording systems 
to establish whether the information you have requested has been recorded and therefore to proceed 
in this manner even for a years worth of data would exceed the appropriate limit.  
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Alice Duarte 
Freedom of Information Assistant 
Hertfordshire Constabulary provides you the right to request a re-examination of your case under its review procedure.  If you 
decide to request such a review and having followed Hertfordshire Constabulary’s full process and you are still dissatisfied, then 
you have the right to direct your comments to the Information Commissioner who will give it consideration. 
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