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(d) the number of cases in which further criminal proceedings were taken and 
the result of any such proceedings: 
(e) such further statistical information relating to the state of crime as the chief 
constable may think material or as the Secretary of State may direct. 
[
The maintenance of criminal records prior to 1960 was the responsibility of individual 

Scottish forces who maintained their own records. In 1960, the Scottish Criminal 
Record Office (SCRO) was established by the City of Glasgow Police and thereafter 

operated the equivalent of the Criminal History System 1 (CHS) until the formation of 
the Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA) on 1 April 2007 by legislative instrument 

(Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice Act 2007).  
 
In supporting Scottish policing, the SPSA Criminal Justice department manages vital 
integrated information systems for the eight Scottish police forces and the wider 
criminal justice community within Scotland. One of these management functions is to 

maintain the CHS. The current 8 Scottish Chief Constables are designated data 
controllers for the information held on the CHS and therefore ‘own’ the data. The SPSA 

Chief Executive Officer is also a designated data controller for CHS. 
 
CHS 2 was a technical upgrade to CHS 1 to improve system functionality for users.  It 
was not as the result of any legislative or statutory instrument.  

 
Historic policies on the usage and retention of CHS data were previously formed by 
SCRO on behalf of the Association of Chief Police Officers in Scotland (ACPOS). 

Recently though, a new CHS governance structure has been put in place under the 
auspices of the ACPOS Criminal Justice lead for Management and Standardisation of 

National Systems, ACC Gordon Samson. This Governance structure includes a CHS 
Weeding and Retention Group which operates at a tactical level looking at developing 

policy around the weeding and retention of CHS information, which in turn reports to 
the strategic CHS Governance Board, made up of representatives from ACPOS, 

Scottish Government, Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service, Scottish Courts 
Service and SPSA which is charged with guiding the future operations and direction of 
CHS. 

 
As is stands today, not all data is transferred from the CHS to the Police National 

Computer (PNC). Only certain Scottish crimes and offences are transferred, namely 
those which are considered to be of value to non-Scottish Criminal Justice 

Organisations and agencies that has access to PNC. All offences on CHS are linked to a 
text description of the actual offence which, if transferred, will be displayed on PNC. 

Crimes and offences which are not transferred to PNC are deemed as non-recordable 
offences for England and Wales, however, if fingerprints are attached to that offence, 
the UK fingerprint repository known as IDENT1 will be updated and PNC will record the 

details. Any records that are ‘mapped’ to PNC in relation to ‘Scottish only’ offences are 
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subject to the current Scottish weeding policy, which can be found at the following 
link; 

 

 
If, after receiving the internal review response, you remain dissatisfied, you have six 

months within which you may appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner; 

  Scottish Information Commissioner 

Kinburn Castle 
Doubledykes Road 

St Andrews 
Fife 

KY16 9DS 

  Telephone: 01334 464610. 
  Yours Sincerely 

 
SPSA Legal and Compliance Department 

 

 

    




    

  

  
