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Dear Mr. Montford 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - INFORMATION REQUEST    
(Our Ref: FOI_11-085) 

Your request of 15 April 2011 for information regarding expenses of the Russell and 
Oxburgh inquiries has been considered and some of the information requested is 
enclosed herewith. Please accept my sincere apologies for the delay in providing a 
response to your request. For your convenience, I have reproduced your request in 
the attachment to this letter, and provided our response in line with each question.  
Please note that the response to question 1 is contained within an attached Excel 
file.  I trust this will be to your satisfaction. 

Upon examination of your request, and as stated in our letter of 20 May 2011, we 
have determined that the cost of finding and assembling some of the requested 
information will exceed the appropriate limit as defined by s.12(1) of the Act and the 
Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) 
Regulations 2004. Therefore, pursuant to that section and the Regulations, we are 
not obliged to supply some of the requested information to you. 

Given the extent and range of locations of the actual invoices for both inquiries, the 
time required to locate the relevant information, in combination with the time required 
to manually extract the information would take more than the 18 hours permitted by 
the Regulations.   

We have calculated that it has taken almost 18 hours of work to provide the response 
to question 1 alone. This time was required to download information from the ledger, 
format into excel and to define the appropriate fields. The information had to be 
cross-checked to identify and extract all expenditure relevant to the request. The 
name of the person authorising payment had to be separately located and retrieved 
manually.  A manual search of credit card records was conducted to identify relevant 
expenditures, and finally, a manual search was required to provide confirmation of 
taxi journeys against the monthly account statements – a further hour. 

The additional work required to actually provide copies of the invoices would place 
the time required well over the appropriate limit. You have the right of appeal against 
this decision. If you wish to appeal, please set out in writing your grounds of appeal 
and send to me at:   



 

 

University of East Anglia 
Norwich  
NR4 7TJ  
Telephone: 01603 593 523 
E-mail: foi@uea.ac.uk 

You must appeal our decision within 60 calendar days of the date of this letter. Any 
appeal received after that date will not be considered nor acknowledged. This policy 
has been reviewed and approved by the Information Commissioner’s Office.  

You also have a subsequent right of appeal to the Information Commissioner at: 
Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House   
Water Lane   
Wilmslow   
Cheshire   
SK9 5AF  
Telephone:   0303 123 1113 
www.ico.gov.uk 

Please quote our reference given at the head of this letter in all correspondence. 

Yours sincerely 

Dave Palmer 
Information Policy and Compliance Manager 
University of East Anglia 
  



 

 

Response to Freedom of Information request (FOI_11-085) 

I am interested in financial details of the Oxburgh and Russell inquiries. I would like. 

1. A detailed lists of amounts expended - i.e. at invoice level - for the two inquiries. 
For each amount processed through the ledgers, I would like the following fields 

     - invoicer/payee name 
     - date 
     - amount 
     - contents of narrative field 
     - authorised by 

Please see attached .zip file entitled ‘Appendix A_Data file’ 

2. Please provide copies of invoices (or equivalent documentation) used to process 
the above payments. 

[Information not provided pursuant to s.12(1), Freedom of Information Act] 

In order to provide the requested information, we would need to locate, retrieve and 
extract each and every invoice for both inquiries which would be in excess of the 
statutory appropriate limit of £450 or 18 hours. 


