
 
 

 

Ben 
By email to xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxm 
 
Dear Ben, 
 
Freedom of Information request – RFI20110263 
 
Thank you for your requests to the BBC of 27 February 2011, seeking information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000.  
 
1. What does the BBC know about Hollie Greig? 
2. What is the status of Robert Green? 
3. What does the BBC know about operation ore?   
4. What evidence/knowledge do you have that Gordon Brown is a paedophile? 
5. Why did the Japanese Senator Questions on 9/11 go unreported? Fujita Yukihisa made a 30 minute 
presentation at the House of Councillors (equivalent to the U.S. Senate). He directly questioned the official 
version of 9/11 in a session with Japanese Prime Minister Fukuda Yasuo and members of his Cabinet… 
Fujita emphasized that there was never an official police investigation into the deaths of the 24 Japanese 
citizens who were killed on 9/11. He stated that many in the US doubt the official version of 9/11 and 
numerous individuals have collected evidence that contradicts the government's version, which can be seen 
on many websites. During his speech, an aide showed several larges photos of: 
     - the Pentagon entry and exit hole and a scale overlay of a 757 
     - the flight path towards the Pentagon 
     - the WTC Twin Towers exploding 
     - the WTC 7 collapse 
     - the early announcement of the collapse of WTC 7 by the BBC and CBS 
   He demanded further investigation of 9/11. Why did all this go unreported? 
 
The Information Commissioner’s Office provides guidance on making requests under the Act, 
which is available here: http://www.ico.gov.uk/for_the_public/official_information/how_access.aspx  
 
Points to bear in mind include: 

• Be as clear as possible. If the authority isn’t sure what you want, it will have to ask you for 
further explanation.  

 



 

 

• Try to pinpoint what you really want. In some cases your request may be refused if it 
would be too expensive or time consuming for the authority to deal with.  

 
• Where possible, ask for specific information rather than using open-ended questions. 

‘What or ‘how much’ are more likely to get a useful response than ‘why’. 
 
• You should identify the information you want as clearly as possible.  
 

• Your request can be in the form of a question, rather than a request for specific 
documents, but the authority does not have to answer your question if this would mean 
creating new information or giving an opinion or judgement that is not already recorded.  

 
Taking this into account, as far as we can tell from the wording of your questions, the information 
you have requested is excluded from the Act because it is held for the purposes of ‘journalism, art 
or literature.’  The BBC is therefore not obliged to provide this information to you and will not be 
doing so on this occasion.  Part VI of Schedule 1 to FOIA provides that information held by the 
BBC and the other public service broadcasters is only covered by the Act if it is held for ‘purposes 
other than those of journalism, art or literature”.  The BBC is not required to supply information 
held for the purposes of creating the BBC’s output or information that supports and is closely 
associated with these creative activities.1   
 
You may not be aware that one of the main policy drivers behind the limited application of the Act 
to public service broadcasters was to protect freedom of expression and the rights of the media 
under Article 10 European Convention on Human Rights (“ECHR”).  The BBC, as a media 
organisation, is under a duty to impart information and ideas on all matters of public interest and 
the importance of this function has been recognised by the European Court of Human Rights.  
Maintaining our editorial independence is a crucial factor in enabling the media to fulfil this 
function.  
 
However, on this occasion, given the debate and campaign around this matter, BBC Scotland 
thought it may be helpful to provide the below information to clarify the status of its investigations 
in relation to your question 1.  
 
1. What does the BBC know about Hollie Greig? 
 
BBC Scotland decided to make initial enquiries into this potential news story on the basis of a 
selection of information provided by Robert Green, who appears to be acting for the Greig family, 
and by spending a considerable amount of time with some of the parties involved.  
 

                                                 
1 For more information about how the Act applies to the BBC please see the enclosure which follows this letter.  

Please note that this guidance is not intended to be a comprehensive legal interpretation of how the Act applies to the 

BBC. 

 



 

 

After careful consideration some time later, before anything had been filmed, the programme team 
made a professional journalistic decision that they couldn't proceed with the story. Put simply, the 
evidence they could gather was not sufficient to be able to substantiate all the wide-ranging 
allegations being made. 
 
The BBC has not, as some people allege, attempted to cover up or suppress this story, nor were 
BBC Scotland’s investigations dropped or journalists threatened with dismissal because of 
intervention by any third party. We evaluate many stories, some of which are broadcast and some 
of which are not if the investigative journalists do not believe that they are viable, as was the case 
here. 
 
This may also be relevant to your question 2, assuming that the Robert Green mentioned above is 
the same one you refer to. However, you have not specified what you mean by “status”.  
 
BBC News is also happy to volunteer the following responses to your question 4. 
 
4. What evidence/knowledge do you have that Gordon Brown is a paedophile? 
None. 
 
Finally, in response to your question 5 about reporting following 9/11, information about decisions 
on what the BBC includes in its news coverage are not covered by the Act, for the reasons given 
above; however, you may be interested to read a blog about the coverage of 9/11 by Richard 
Porter, the then Controller of BBC World: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/theeditors/2007/03/part_of_the_conspiracy_2.html 

 
Appeal Rights 
 
The BBC does not offer an internal review when the information requested is not covered by the 
Act.  If you disagree with our decision you can appeal to the Information Commissioner. Contact 
details are: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, 
SK9 5AF telephone 01625 545 700. http://www.ico.gov.uk 
 
Please note that should the Information Commissioner’s Office decide that the Act does cover 
this information, exemptions under the Act might then apply. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Rachel Hallett 
BBC Information Policy & Compliance 
 



 

 

Freedom of Information 
 
From January 2005 the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 2000 gives a general right of access to all 
types of recorded information held by public authorities. The Act also sets out exemptions from that 
right and places a number of obligations on public authorities. The term “public authority” is defined in 
the Act; it includes all public bodies and government departments in the UK. The BBC, Channel 4 and 
S4C are the only broadcasters covered by the Act. 
 
Application to the BBC  
 
The BBC has a long tradition of making information available and accessible. It seeks to be open and 
accountable and already provides the public with a great deal of information about its activities. BBC 
Information operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week handling telephone and written comments 
and queries, and the BBC’s website bbc.co.uk provides an extensive online information resource.  
It is important to bear this in mind when considering the Freedom of Information Act and how it 
applies to the BBC. The Act does not apply to the BBC in the way it does to most public authorities in 
one significant respect. It recognises the different position of the BBC (as well as Channel 4 and S4C) 
by saying that it covers information “held for purposes other than those of journalism, art or 
literature”. This means the Act does not apply to information held for the purposes of creating the 
BBC’s output (TV, radio, online etc), or information that supports and is closely associated with these 
creative activities.  
A great deal of information within this category is currently available from the BBC and will continue 
to be so. If this is the type of information you are looking for, you can check whether it is available on 
the BBC’s website bbc.co.uk or contact BBC Information. 
The Act does apply to all of the other information we hold about the management and running of the 
BBC.  
 
The BBC 
 
The BBC's aim is to enrich people's lives with great programmes and services that inform, educate and 
entertain. It broadcasts radio and television programmes on analogue and digital services in the UK. It 
delivers interactive services across the web, television and mobile devices. The BBC's online service is 
Europe's most widely visited content site. Across the world, the BBC broadcasts radio programmes in 
32 languages on the BBC World Service and the 24 hour television service, BBC World News. 
 
The BBC's remit as a public service broadcaster is defined in the BBC Charter and Agreement. It is 
the responsibility of the BBC Trust (the sovereign body within the BBC) to ensure that the 
organisation delivers against this remit by setting key objectives, approving strategy and policy, and 
monitoring and assessing performance. The Trustees also safeguard the BBC's independence and 
ensure the Corporation is accountable to its audiences and to Parliament.  
 
Day-to-day operations are run by the Director-General and his senior management team, the 
Executive Board. All BBC output in the UK is funded by an annual Licence Fee. This is determined and 
regularly reviewed by Parliament. Each year, the BBC publishes an Annual Report & Accounts, and 
reports to Parliament on how it has delivered against its public service remit. 
 




