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Mr Tom Nightingale 
Email: Tom Nightingale [request-61565-0d46da04@whatdotheyknow.com] 
(by email only) 
 
 
Dear Mr Nightingale 
 
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 
 
Thank you for your email of 09 February 2011 in which you made the following request 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000: 
 

Please will you supply me with a copy of the communications from the Met Office to 
the Cabinet Office in December 2010, including the weather forecast update for the 
period January to March 2011. 

 
I can confirm that the Cabinet Office does hold some information relevant to your request 
and this is  attached. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me. Please remember to quote the 
reference number below in any future communications. 
 
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request or wish to 
request an internal review, you should write to: 
 

Roger Smethurst 
Head of Knowledge and Information Management Unit 
Admiralty Arch 
North Entrance 
The Mall 
LONDON  SW1A 2WH 

  
email: foiteam@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk  

 
You should note that the Cabinet Office will not normally accept an application for internal 
review if it is received more than two months after the date that the reply was issued. 
  
If you are not content with the outcome of your internal review, you may apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the Commissioner cannot make a 

mailto:xxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.x.xxx.xxx.xx
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decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by Cabinet Office. 
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 

The Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 

 
 
With best wishes 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Steve Barnes 
Civil Contingencies Secretariat 
22 Whitehall 
London SW1A 2WH 
Tel:02072765087 
sbarnes@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk 
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 Annex A 
 
 

Met Office Seasonal Outlook for UK Government 
                    Northern Europe: January – March 2011 

 

 

 

Issued 22 December 2010 

This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current understanding. 
The public should be directed to our monthly outlook and the continually updated 1-
5 day forecast information that can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html and via our 
broadcast partners including the BBC  
 

Outlook for January – March 2011 

For the period January-March 2011, there is a 15% chance of mild conditions, a 30% 
chance of near-average and a 55% chance of cold conditions over northern Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For precipitation, there is a 20% chance of wet conditions, a 35% chance of near-average 
and a 45% chance of dry conditions over northern Europe. 
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UK and historical context  

The outlook gives the likelihood of temperature and precipitation categories for the broad 
Northern European region.  

The tables and figures below put these categories into a UK context. They show the typical 
range of temperatures and rainfall experienced in the UK for each Northern European 
category, based on what happened in past years. Occasional years regarded as atypical 
are omitted in deriving the ranges shown in the tables. This analysis is not a means of 
‘converting’ the Northern European outlook into a UK forecast, but can be used as an 
approximate guide to the range of UK conditions expected if a particular Northern European 
category is realised.           

(a) Temperature 

 

 

Observed Northern 
Europe Temperature 

Category 

Typical lower limit of 
average UK 
temperature 

Typical upper limit of 
average UK 
temperature 

UK average 
temperatures for 
selected years 

Mild  (■) 

4.4˚C  

(+0.4˚C) 

5.6˚C  

(+1.6˚C) 2007 

5.8˚C (+1.8˚C) 

2010 

2.6˚C (-1.4˚C) 

Near-Average 
3.6˚C  

(-0.5˚C) 

4.8˚C  

(+0.8˚C) 

Cold (■) 

2.1˚C  

(-1.9˚C) 

4.0˚C  

(0.0˚C) 

 

Table 1. January-March UK temperature ranges. Typical lower and upper limits for UK temperatures in each 
Northern European category are shown in the left and central columns. Temperatures in a selection of years 

are shown in the right-hand column for reference. Figures in parentheses represent the difference in 
temperature from the long-term average value. 



Our ref. FOI310656 

 

January-March UK mean temperature: 1970 to 2009
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Figure 1. January-March UK average temperatures as the difference from long-term average values. Blue 
squares indicate years for which the observed Northern European temperature is in the ‘cold’ category. Red 

squares indicate years for which the observed Northern European temperature is in the ‘mild’ category. 

 

(b) Rainfall 

 

Observed Northern 
Europe Rainfall 

Category 

Typical lower limit of 
average UK rainfall 

Typical upper limit of 
average UK rainfall 

UK average rainfall 
for selected years 

Dry  (■) 

221 mm  

(75%) 

268 mm  

(91%) 2008 

394 mm (134%) 

2010 

230mm (78%) 

Near-Average 
271 mm  

(92%) 

330 mm  

(112%) 

Wet  (■) 

353 mm  

(120%) 

409 mm  

(139%) 

 

Table 2. January-March UK average rainfall ranges. Typical lower and upper UK rainfall limits (millimetres) in 
each Northern European category are shown in the left and central columns. Rainfall in a selection of years 
is shown in the right-hand column for reference. Figures in parentheses express the rainfall as a percentage 

of its normal value. 
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January to March UK rainfall: 1986 to 2008
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Figure 2. January-March UK average rainfall as a percentage of the long-term average. Red squares 
indicate years for which the observed Northern European rainfall is in the ‘dry’ category. Blue squares 

indicate years for which the observed Northern European rainfall is in the ‘wet’ category.  
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Annex B 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office (6/12/10) 
 
 
Monday 6th December to Sunday 12th December 2010 
 
Band of snow moving slowly south today across central and southern Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and northern England. Accumulations of 5-10cm are expected in places before the 
band dies away overnight. Further snow will then continue to feed into northern parts of 
Scotland. 
 
Most of England and Wales will be dry but with risk of icy surfaces.  
 
Cold/very cold until Thursday with severe overnight frosts, especially over existing snow 
cover. Becoming less cold towards the end of this week and over the weekend but still with 
overnight frost in many places. 
 
Intensive gritting procedures may be needed locally otherwise standard procedures.  
 
Monday 13th December to Sunday 19th December 2010 
 
Risk of snow showers developing again across northern and eastern areas of the United 
Kingdom but not expected to be as severe as last week of November. Mainly dry 
elsewhere. Overnight frosts continuing. Daytime temperatures a few degrees above 
(slightly lower than the weekend).  
 
Confidence in this scenario is moderate for temperature but low for detail on any 
further snow. 
 
Intensive gritting procedures may be needed locally otherwise standard procedures. 
 
 
Outlook until 31st December 2010 
 
Continuing risk of further snow showers, mainly in the north and east. No indications at this 
stage of being as severe as at the end of November. Overnight frost expected in most 
areas.   
 
Confidence is moderate in continuing cold but lower for details of snow.   
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Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office (7/12/10) 

Here are a few lines you can use  

o This looks likely to be the coldest November across the UK since 1993, but given 

the depths and duration of the snow that has fallen, this is judged to represent 

the most significant snowfalls in November since 1965. 

 

Snow and freezing temperatures of this nature will inevitably cause disruption on 

our transport networks. Whilst there will be respite for some as we come into the 

weekend; we need to continue to be vigilant to the effects of fog, and melting 
snow and ice.   

   

o Similar disruption has been experienced across northern Europe: accidents 

caused by the wintry conditions have blocked main highways across Germany and 

Belgium, and train services in both countries - as well as in France - have had to 
be curtailed. 

 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 8/12/10 
 
 
Thursday 9th December to Sunday 12th December 2010 
 
A general slight improvement is anticipated, with any snow showers near eastern coasts 
early tomorrow bringing only small accumulations before dying away. The very cold 
conditions should then slowly ease, with night frost less widespread but still leading to some 
icy surfaces. Daytime temperatures should rise a few degrees above zero.  
 
Intensive gritting procedures should be limited, with standard procedures generally 
sufficing.  
 
Monday 13th December to Sunday 19th December 2010 
 
A dry start but gradually increasing risk of snow showers towards midweek, particularly in 
the east. Conditions are not expected to be so severe as recent spells at this stage but 
sharp night frost may develop in some areas, with daytime temperatures also sinking back 
towards zero. 
 
Towards next weekend, there is an increasing risk of a significant spell of winter weather. 
Northern and eastern areas of the United Kingdom become increasingly at risk from 
snowfall, which may be disruptive in places. There is the potential for this spell to be 
similarly severe to that experienced during the last week of November.  Currently the 
risk of this happening is assessed as moderate.  
 
Overnight frosts becoming severe over snow-cover, with daytime temperatures below zero 
in some areas. 
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Confidence in this deteriorating scenario is moderately high but will need monitoring 
for changes in timings and severity.  
 
Intensive gritting procedures increasingly likely towards next weekend, with local 
need for intensive gritting earlier in the week.  
 
Outlook from Monday 20th until 31st December 2010 
 
Continued likelihood of very cold weather with widespread frost and snow in some areas at 
first – all areas are at some risk. Weak signs for some improvement for a time but this not to 
be relied upon, with still a prevalence of cold conditions.  
 
Confidence moderate in continuing cold, lower for details of snow.   
 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 18/12/10 
 
 
 This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
 
 
Headlines: 

Saturday: Increasing risk of heavy snow for south Midlands, south and south-east 
England, including London, with high risk of disruption to transport networks. 

Sunday: Snow showers for north-east England and eastern Scotland, with only a low risk 
of snow for southern counties of England. 

Monday: Potential for further snow across southern parts of England and Wales. 

Severe frost at night with limited daytime thaw of lying snow. Ice risk continues. 
Saturday 18th December 2010. 
Heavy falls of snow have occurred over many western parts of the UK overnight. 
The risk of disruptive snowfall will move eastwards across southern and some central parts 
of England during the day. There is the potential for 5-10 cm of snow to accumulate widely 
with some places having 20-30 cm in a short period of time. 
Isolated thunderstorms are possible near coasts, for example, Sussex and Kent, which may 
lead to localised disruption to power. 
Further heavy snow showers will affect eastern parts of Northern Ireland later in the day. 
Sunday 19th December 2010. 
Main emphasis for heavy snow showers will return to north-east England and north and 
east Scotland, with falls of 5-10 cm and locally 15-20 cm. Severe frost across central and 
western areas at first. 
Monday 20th until Friday 24th December 2010. 
Very cold weather with severe frosts is expected to continue through this period. 
Snow showers are expected too, especially over parts of Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
eastern England, although tending to become fewer through the week. 
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There is also the threat of some more spells of persistent snow for southern parts of 
England and Wales during Monday and Tuesday. 
Outlook 
It should turn less cold from the south-west over the Christmas period. This transition is 
likely to be marked by a band of snow moving erratically north-eastwards, then turning to 
rain in the south-west. Confidence in timing and extent of this transition is low, with north-
eastern areas remaining coldest for longest. 
Briefing Issued on Saturday 18 December 2010 at 04:45 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 19/12/10 
 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
 
 
Headlines: 

Sunday: Occasional heavy snow showers for parts of north-east England, eastern and 
central Scotland, with only a low risk of disruptive snow for southern counties of England. 

Monday: Risk of further disruptive snow across southern parts of England and Wales. 

Increasing signal for potential of disruptive snowfall and blizzards for eastern and central 
parts of the UK during Wednesday night and Thursday. 

Very severe frost at night with some daytime thaw of lying snow. Ice risk continues. 
Sunday 19th December 2010. 
Heavy snow showers for parts of north-east England and north and east Scotland, with falls 
of 5-10 cm and locally 15-20 cm, which may cause localised disruption. Some snow 
showers will reach the west. 
Risk of some snow across southern parts of England, chiefly south of a line Exeter to 
Medway, although fresh accumulations should not cause disruption. Some light snow may 
affect Gatwick Airport for a time this afternoon. 
Very severe frost across central and western areas at first, with dense freezing fog patches. 
Monday 20th December 2010. 
Sleet and snow will extend north across southern England, south Wales and possibly into 
the south Midlands and parts of East Anglia, turning to rain in the far south-west and near 
English Channel coasts. Falls of 5-10 cm are likely, with risk of 15 cm in places, but only 
low confidence in northward extent. The Met Office may issue an Early Warning later this 
morning. 
Widespread ice where snow melt has occurred. Very low minima (locally minus 15-20 C) in 
some rural areas. 
Tuesday 21st until Saturday 25th December 2010. 
Very cold weather with severe frosts is expected to continue through this period. 
There is now a moderate probability of widespread heavy snow and blizzards affecting 
parts of south-east, east, north and central England during Wednesday night and Thursday, 
extending into eastern Scotland by Friday. This has the potential to produce widespread 
disruption over a larger geographical area than we have seen so far this month. 
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Outlook 
It should turn less cold from the south-west during the period 26th to 29th. This transition is 
likely to be marked sleet and snow moving erratically north-eastwards, then turning to rain. 
Confidence in timing and extent of this transition is low. 
Briefing Issued on Sunday 19 December 2010 at 05:00 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 20/12/10 
 
Headlines: 

Monday: Risk of disruptive snow across some southern parts of England and Wales. 

Very severe frost at night with limited daytime thaw of lying snow. Ice risk continues. 

Still doubts regarding possible snowfall and strong winds later in the week. 

Moderately strong signal for a reduced likelihood of snowfall from the southwest after 
Christmas Day, with frost and ice risk also subsiding to some extent. 
Monday 20th December 2010. 
Sleet and snow is expected to spread from southwest England to some other southern 
parts of England and south Wales, turning to rain in the far southwest and near English 
Channel coasts. 
Falls of 5-10 cm are likely in places, with up to around 15 cm on hills in the southwest, 
where disruption is expected. Generally lesser amounts towards the north of the affected 
area, which includes London: this is not expected to be a repeat of Saturday across the 
southeast but it should be stressed that there are still some doubts regarding amounts and 
northward extent of snow. 
Widespread ice where snow melt has occurred. Very low minima again tonight (locally 
minus 15-20 C) in some rural areas of Northern Ireland and Northern England. 
Tuesday 21st until Saturday 25th December 2010. 
Very cold with severe frost for most of the period. There remains uncertainty as to the 
amounts and extent of further snowfall across eastern and central areas of the UK in the 
period late Wednesday until Friday (Christmas Eve). Still a risk that some of this snow could 
be heavy and accompanied by strong winds, bringing further disruption. Drier weather 
generally in the west. 
Outlook 
It seems likely to turn gradually less cold sometime during the period 26th to 30th. This 
transition may be preceded by a northward-moving band of sleet or snow but by the close 
of December, this is likely to have turned to rain and/or moved away. A drier signal around 
the New Year, still with some frost and ice but with a much reduced risk of either severe 
frost or snow. 
Confidence in the timing and extent of the change to less severe conditions is low, with a 
lingering low probability that the colder air will prove more stubborn. 
Briefing Issued on Monday 20 December 2010 at 05:00 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
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Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 20/12/10 
 
 
Headlines: 

Threat of a spell of disruptive snow for parts of England Wednesday morning. 

Thereafter weather becoming more settled though remaining exceptionally cold, with 
snow continuing to lie across many parts of the UK through to Christmas Day at least. 

Still signs of a transition to less cold weather, most likely just after Christmas Day. 

Over Northern France today and tomorrow less cold conditions than UK, though with 
night time frost and spells of rain, sleet and snow, probably staying to the south of 
Departements bordering the English Channel. 
Tuesday 21st December 2010. 
Further mainly light snow to come across parts of Wales, the Midlands and southern 
England today, along with coastal Scotland and N Ireland. This not looking too disruptive, 
though some places could see several cm fresh cover through from slow accumulations 
through the day. 
Exceptionally cold weather, with morning temperatures in range minus 10-18 C parts of the 
north, where firmly sub zero maximum temperatures expected, though not as cold in south. 
Snow becoming more persistent over Wales and parts of the Midlands this evening. 
Ice where snow melt has occurred. Very low minima again tonight (locally minus 15-20 C) 
in some rural areas of Northern Ireland and Northern England and Scotland. 
Wednesday 22nd December 2010. 
Snow extending across the Midlands and into parts of the southeast, persistent and fairly 
heavy for a time on Wednesday morning with the potential for 15 cm or more locally. 
Currently the area just to the north of London looks most likely to catch the worst. Snow 
clearing eastwards in the afternoon. Remaining very cold. 
Confidence is not high in the location of Wednesday’s snow, with a lower risk of 
local 15 
cm or so extending across other parts of SE England, Wales, the Midlands and E 
Anglia. 
Thursday 23rd to Christmas Day 
Weather becoming quieter but still with exceptionally low minimum temperatures and 
patchy freezing fog. Some snow showers over coastal counties, e.g. NE England on 
Thursday. 
Outlook 
Turning milder, quite possibly with strong winds and heavy rain preceded by some 
temporary snow. The most likely timing for this transition is in the period 26th – 28th 

December, though with the risk (30 percent) that the cold conditions will not be displaced. 
Indications are that the period into the New Year will see a gradual return to settled weather 
with night time frosts, especially in the north, though not as cold as the current spell. 
Briefing Issued on Monday 20 December 2010 at 05:00 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
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Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 22/12/10 
 
Headlines: 

A spell of snow for parts of England and Wales this morning. 

There is a low risk of a spell of disruptive sleet and snow across the southeast of England 
on Thursday night and Friday. 

Thereafter weather becoming more settled though remaining exceptionally cold, with 
snow continuing to lie across many parts of the UK through to Boxing Day at least. 

Still signs of a possible transition to less cold weather, most likely after Boxing Day. 

Over Northern France today less cold conditions than UK. Significant snow is not 
expected during daylight hours. On Wednesday night and through Thursday snow is 
forecast, likely to be heavy at times across northern and western France. Some 
significant accumulations possible together with strong northeasterly winds and drifting. 
During Friday snow will turn lighter and more showery. 
Wednesday 22nd December 2010. 
Band of snow, locally heavy, across parts of east and north Wales, NW England, the 
Midlands and extending east into parts of Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire will gradually 
ease from the west through the day. A further 5 to 10cm of snow possible locally before this 
happens. 
Remaining exceptionally cold, with morning temperatures in range minus 15-20 C parts of 
the north, where firmly sub zero maximum temperatures expected, though not as cold in 
south. Ice where snow melt has occurred. Very low minima again tonight (locally minus 15-
20 C) in some rural areas of Northern Ireland and Northern England and Scotland. 
Thursday 23rd to Christmas Day 
During Thursday night and Friday there remains a low risk of disruptive sleet and snow 
across the southeast of England although the balance of evidence favours smaller, non-
disruptive, amounts. The weather will then become quieter but still with exceptionally low 
minimum temperatures and patchy freezing fog. Some snow showers over coastal 
counties, e.g. northeast England on Thursday, but widespread disruption is not expected. 
Outlook 
Temperatures remaining below average, although less so with time, and less extreme cold 
than recently. There is a moderate risk of strong winds and sleet or snow affecting some 
western parts for a time during the period 27th – 29th December. Indications then are that the 
period into the New Year will see a gradual further easing of the cold conditions as winds 
turn more towards the southwest with time. Possibility of it becoming windy and unsettled 
across Northern Ireland and Scotland at times whilst there is greater chance of more settled 
weather with night time frosts across England and Wales, though not as cold as the current 
spell. There remains a 30 percent probability that the cold conditions will persist. 
Briefing Issued on Wednesday 22 December 2010 at 05:00 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 23/12/10 
 
Headlines: 
· The risk of a spell of disruptive sleet and snow across the southeast of England on 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html
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Thursday night and Friday has receded and is now rated as a very low probability. 
· Thereafter weather becoming more settled though remaining exceptionally cold, with 
snow continuing to lie across many parts of the UK through to Boxing Day at least. 
· Still signs of a possible transition to less cold weather, most likely after Boxing Day. 
· Over Northern France today snow is forecast, likely to be heavy at times across northern 
and eastern France. Some significant accumulations possible together with strong 
northeasterly winds and drifting. During Friday snow will turn lighter and more showery. 
Thursday 23rd December 2010. 
Further snow showers for northern Scotland and other North Sea coastal areas, including 
the southeast of England. Some accumulations locally although risk of disruption is small. 
Elsewhere dry. Remaining exceptionally cold, with morning temperatures in range minus 
15-20C parts of the north, where firmly sub zero maximum temperatures expected. Not as 
cold in the south but with a brisk north-easterly wind adding a significant wind chill. 
Ice where snow melt has occurred. Very low minima again tonight (locally minus 15-20 C) 
in some rural areas of Northern Ireland and Northern England and Scotland. 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
During Christmas Eve the risk of disruptive sleet and snow across the southeast of England 
has receded and the risk is now considered very low with a mainly dry day expected. The 
weather will then become quieter but still with exceptionally low minimum temperatures and 
patchy  freezing fog. Some snow showers over coastal counties, e.g. northeast England, 
but widespread disruption is not expected. 
Boxing Day 2010 to Tuesday 4th January 2011 
Temperatures will remain below average, although less so with time, and less extreme cold 
than recently. There is a moderate risk of strong winds and sleet or snow affecting some 
western parts for a time during the period 26th – 28th December. Indications then are that 
the period into the New Year will see a gradual further easing of the cold conditions as 
winds turn more towards the southwest with time. Possibility of it becoming windy and 
unsettled across Northern Ireland and Scotland at times whilst there is greater chance of 
more settled weather with night time frosts across England and Wales, though not as cold 
as the current spell. Disruptive wintry weather is unlikely during this period although there 
remains a 30 percent probability that the cold conditions will persist. 
Outlook to Monday 10th January 2011 
The probability of disruptive winter weather during this period is low. Temperatures 
remaining below average but not as extreme as recently with generally small precipitation 
amounts. 
Briefing Issued on Thursday 23 December 2010 at 05:00 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current understanding. This 
forecast is only valid for the time of issue and more up to date information can be found on 
our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 24/12/10 
 
 
Headlines: 

Very localised disruption is possible from fresh snowfall in parts of Yorkshire and Teeside 
through today, and also in western Scotland this coming night (though the populated 
central belt is expected to escape). 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html
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Otherwise across the UK weather is now more settled, with severe frost and patchy 
freezing fog being the main hazards today and on Christmas Day. 

On 26th and 27th December there is a moderate risk of widespread disruption due to 
heavy snow and/or freezing rain. Northern and western parts of the UK look most 
vulnerable. 

Over eastern Belgium, south-eastern Holland, eastern France and Germany heavy and 
disruptive snowfall will fall through today, with some drifting in strong winds. Thereafter 
conditions in these regions will become more settled. 
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
For many Christmas Eve and Christmas day will be fine and dry, with severe frost and 
some localised freezing fog. Record low minimum temperatures are possible in places. 
Snow showers will affect some coastal regions, though any travel problems related to these 
will be isolated. 
26th & 27th December 
The settled, very frosty conditions are expected to give way, as milder Atlantic air slowly 
and erratically moves in from the west. As the transition occurs there is a risk of heavy 
snow and/or freezing rain, both of which could cause considerable disruption. Northern and 
western areas look most vulnerable. However details are at present uncertain, and the risk 
of disruptive weather affecting large parts of the country is currently rated at 40 percent. 
During recent snowfall events problems have been compounded by freezing conditions in 
the immediate aftermath. However the atmospheric configuration for this potentially 
disruptive event is such that a freeze is very unlikely to occur afterwards. Instead 
temperatures would rise. 
28th to 31st December 
Disruptive weather not expected. There is uncertainty regarding whether it will stay 
moderately cold, or become milder, though in either scenario there will be something of a 
thaw, and the risk of further disruptive wintry weather (snow or widespread ice) is 
considered very low. 
1st to 10th January 2011 
During this time the probability of severe, disruptive wintry weather affecting the UK starts 
out low (less than 5%), and then slowly increases, to reach about 25% by the end of the 
period. By way of comparison, the climatological ‘average’ probability of severe, disruptive 
weather over the UK, on a given day during the winter, is of order 2%. So in relative terms 
25% represents quite a high threat. 
Briefing Issued on Friday 24 December 2010 at 05:30 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 25/12/10 
 
 
Headlines: 

Across the UK the weather is now more settled. On Christmas day morning ice is a 
significant issue for the populated central belt of Scotland; elsewhere on Christmas day 
severe frost and patchy freezing fog are the main hazards. 

From 26th to 28th December there remains a moderate risk of widespread disruption due 
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to heavy snow and/or freezing rain (i.e. rain instantly freezing when it hits very cold 
surfaces, such as roads). Northern and western parts of the UK are most vulnerable. The 
southeast will probably escape. 

Over the near continent, after a heavy snowfall, conditions are now improving, though in 
general it will remain very cold here and locally icy. 
26th to 28th December 
The settled, very frosty conditions will give way, as milder Atlantic air slowly tries to move in 
from the west. As this happens there is a risk of heavy snow and/or freezing rain, both of 
which could cause considerable disruption. On 26th it is high ground in Northern Ireland that 
is most vulnerable. On 27th and at first on 28th Scotland, Wales, and the northern half of 
England are especially prone (all altitudes). The southeast of England will probably escape. 
Details continue to be uncertain: overall, the risk of disruptive weather affecting large parts 
of the country is currently rated at 50 percent. 
During recent snowfall events problems have been compounded by freezing conditions in 
the immediate aftermath. However the atmospheric configuration for this potentially 
disruptive event is such that a freeze is unlikely to occur afterwards. Instead temperatures 
would rise and stay 
above freezing. 
29th to 31st December 
Something of a thaw is expected, initially, particularly in the southwest, and whilst it may 
turn cold again thereafter the risk of further disruptive wintry weather (significant snow or 
widespread ice) is considered very low. 
1st to 10th January 2011 
During this time the probability of severe, disruptive wintry weather affecting the UK starts 
out very low (less than 5%), and then slowly increases, to reach 20-25% by about 5th. The 
risk remains at this level through to 10th. By way of comparison, the climatological ‘average’ 
probability of severe, disruptive weather over the UK, on a given day during the winter, is of 
order 2%. So in relative terms 20-25% represents quite a high threat. 
Briefing Issued on Saturday 25 December 2010 at 05:00 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 26/12/10 
 
 
Headlines: 

During Boxing day widespread ice formed from rain falling onto frozen surfaces will likely 
lead to a period of significant disruption in Northern Ireland and parts of western 
mainland UK; elsewhere severe frost and patchy freezing fog are the main hazards. 

On Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th December there remains a moderate risk of 
widespread disruption due to heavy snow and/or freezing rain (i.e. rain instantly freezing 
when it hits very cold surfaces, such as roads and pavements). Northern and western 
parts of the UK are most vulnerable. The south and southeast will probably escape. 

There is a significant decrease in disruption risk from Wednesday 29th December. 
26th to 28th December 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html
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The settled, very frosty conditions will give way, as milder Atlantic air slowly extends across 
the UK from the west. As this happens there is a risk of heavy snow and/or freezing rain, 
both of which could cause considerable disruption. On 26th it is high ground in Northern 
Ireland that is most vulnerable to snow, while low levels are likely to see disruption due to 
widespread ice. On the 27th and at first on 28th Scotland, Wales, and northern England are 
especially prone (all altitudes). The south and southeast of England will probably escape. 
Overall, the risk of disruptive weather affecting large parts of the country is currently rated 
at 60% on 26th and 50% on 27th and 28th. 
During recent snowfall events problems have been compounded by freezing conditions in 
the immediate aftermath. However, the atmospheric configuration for this potentially 
disruptive event is such that a return to freezing weather is unlikely. Instead, temperatures 
are expected to rise and stay above freezing, leading to a general thaw. 
29th to 31st December 
Continuing thaw expected in all areas and whilst it may turn cold again (brisk easterly 
winds, especially in the south) the risk of further disruptive wintry weather (significant snow 
or widespread ice) is considered very low. 
1st to 10th January 2011 
During this time the probability of severe, disruptive wintry weather affecting the UK starts 
out very low (less than 5%), and then slowly increases, to reach 25% in northern and 
eastern areas by about the 5th. The risk then spreads to all areas but remains at 25% 
through to the10th. 
Briefing Issued on Sunday 26 December 2010 at 05:00 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html  
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 27/12/10 
 
 
 
 
Headlines: 

Today, Monday 27th, and Tuesday 28th December there remains a moderate risk of 
widespread disruption due to heavy snow and/or freezing rain (i.e. rain instantly freezing 
when it hits very cold surfaces, such as roads and pavements). Northern and western 
parts of the UK are most vulnerable today with this risk transferring to northern and 
eastern parts on Tuesday. The south and southeast will probably escape. 

There is a significant decrease in disruption risk from Wednesday 29th December. 
 
27th to 28th December 
Milder Atlantic air is slowly extending across the UK from the west. As this happens there is 
a risk of heavy snow and/or freezing rain, both of which could cause considerable 
disruption. On the 27th and at first on 28th Scotland, Wales, and northern England are 
especially prone (all altitudes). The south and southeast of England will probably escape. 
Overall, the risk of disruptive weather affecting large parts of the country is currently rated 
at 60% on 27th and 28th. 
During recent snowfall events problems have been compounded by freezing conditions 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html
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immediately afterwards. However, on this occasion, a return to freezing weather is unlikely. 
Instead, temperatures are expected to rise and stay above freezing, leading to a general 
thaw. 
29th to 31st December 
Continuing thaw expected in all areas with the risk of further disruptive wintry weather 
(significant snow or widespread ice) considered to be very low at less than 10%. 
1st to 10th January 2011 
During this time the probability of severe, disruptive wintry weather affecting the UK 
remains very low (less than 10%). 
Briefing Issued on Monday 27 December 2010 at 05:00 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 28/12/10 
 
 
Headlines: 

Today - early snow risk across NE England and SE Scotland, with rain falling onto 
subzero 
surfaces over some eastern areas of the UK leading to icy roads and pavements. 

Quieter spell of weather through until the weekend, with fog and local frost. 

Risk of some snow showers for north and east UK over the weekend with more 
widespread overnight frosts expected. 
29th to 31st December 
Continuing thaw expected in all areas with the risk of further disruptive wintry weather 
(significant snow or widespread ice) considered to be very low at less than 10 percent. The 
main hazard will be fog, which may affect some airport operations in central and southern 
England in particular. 
1st to 3rd January 2011 
Becoming colder with some sleet or snow showers in the north and east, whilst overnight 
frost and ice risk increases. 
4th to 11th January 2011 
Temperatures near or a little below normal at times, with risk of snow mostly confined to the 
far north-east of the UK. The probability of severe, disruptive wintry weather affecting the 
UK is low(10 percent). 
Briefing Issued on Tuesday 28 December 2010 at 04:30 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
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Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 29/12/10 
 
Headlines: 

Quiet, gloomy spell of weather through until the weekend, with fog and local frost but no 
more fresh snowfall. 

Risk of some snow showers for north and east UK over the weekend with frosts 
becoming widespread again. 

Probably continuing cold next week with further frosts. Main risk of snow is in the north 
and east 
29th to 31st December 
The risk of further disruptive wintry weather (significant snow or widespread ice) is 
considered to be very low at less than 10 percent. Snow cover persists over many parts of 
Scotland and northern England and this will slowly thaw. The main hazard will be fog, which 
may affect some airport operations in central, southern and eastern England in particular. 
1st to 3rd January 2011 
It will become colder from the north across all areas with some sleet or snow showers in the 
north and east. Overnight frost will become widespread with an increasing risk of ice. 
4th to 12th January 2011 
Temperatures look likely to be below normal with a greater than average incidence of frost. 
There is a risk of further snowfalls, most likely in the north and east of the UK. The 
probability of disruptive wintry weather affecting some part of the UK at some stage in this 
period is increased to 30 per cent, this most likely in the northeast. However, the risk of 
anything as persistent and severe as the recent spell is rated as 10 per cent or less. 
Briefing Issued on Wednesday 29 December 2010 at 05:30 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 30/12/10 
 
Headlines: 

Quiet, gloomy spell of weather through until the weekend, with fog and local frost but no 
more fresh snowfall. 

Risk of some snow showers for north and east UK over the weekend with frosts 
becoming widespread again, though not as severe as in the recent cold spell. 

Probably continuing cold next week with further frosts. Main risk of snow is in the north. 
30th and 31st December 
The risk of further disruptive wintry weather (significant snow or widespread ice) is 
considered to be very low at less than 10 percent. Snow cover over parts of Scotland and 
northern England will continue to thaw. The main hazard will be fog, which may affect some 
airport operations in central, southern and eastern England in particular. 
1st to 3rd January 2011 
It will become colder from the north across all areas with some sleet or snow showers in the 
north and east. Overnight frost will become widespread with an increasing risk of ice. 
4th to 13th January 2011 
Temperatures look likely to be below normal with a greater than average incidence of frost. 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html
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There is a risk of further snowfalls, most likely in the north of the UK, though some 
significant snow for the south could not be ruled out. The probability of disruptive wintry 
weather affecting some part of the UK at some stage in this period is around 30 percent, 
this most likely in the north. However, the risk of anything as persistent and severe as the 
recent spell is rated as 10 per cent or less. 
Briefing Issued on Thursday 30th December 2010 at 05:30 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
 
 
Email from Met Office to Cabinet Office 31/12/10 
 
 
Headlines: 

Some snow showers for north and east UK over the weekend with frosts becoming more 
widespread again, though not as severe as in the recent cold spell. 

Probably continuing cold to mid January with further frosts. Main risk of snow is in the 
north. 
31st December 
Fog not as widespread as over the last couple of days. A front bringing rain south into 
northern Scotland by evening with a little snow above about 200 m. 
1st to 3rd January 2011 
It will become colder from the north across all areas with some sleet or snow showers in the 
north and east, though significant accumulations not expected. Overnight frost will become 
widespread with an increasing risk of ice. Turning a little milder again on the 3rd as rain 
spreads from the north, preceded by some snow. Significant settling not expected but ice 
may be a problem. 
4th to 14th January 2011 
Temperatures look likely to be below normal with a greater than average incidence of frost. 
There is a risk of further snow, most likely in the north of the UK and over some coasts and 
hills further south. The probability of disruptive wintry weather affecting some part of the UK 
at some stage in this period is around 30 percent, this most likely in the north. However, the 
risk of anything as persistent and severe as the recent spell is rated as only 10 per cent . 
Briefing Issued on Friday 31st December 2010 at 05:30 
This forecast is for contingency planning purposes only. 
It represents the Met Office’s assessment based on our current 
understanding. This forecast is only valid for the time of issue and 
more up to date information can be found on our website 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/uk_forecast_weather.html 
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