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Lookup) 

Title 
	

FW: NARCONON LONDON 098004 Amendments required to ARM Part B CC09050645 

Subjec 

Dear Sir or Madam 

NARCONON LONDON - 1098004  

With regards to my earlier email dated 31 January 2011, (please see cdpy attached below), I am pleased 
to confirm that the proposed changes have now been made to the figures on your Annual Return form. 
We would ask you to Please ensure that these amendments to the AR08 are minuted at the next . 
Trustees meeting. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

• 

Kind regards 

Original Message ---------------- 
rom: CI Information Accountan 

Sent: 31/01/2011 	 eY  
To: NARCONON LONDON 
Subject: NARCONON LONDON 1098004 A endments required to AR08 Part B CC:09050645 

Dear Sir or Madam 

NARCONON LONDON - 1098004  

Thank you for submitting the above charity's Annual Return form for the financial period ending 31 
December 2008. This information was received online on 27 May 2010. 

We have been undertaking checks of a sample of the forms we receive from charities. As a result we 
have noted a number of errors in Part B of your submission. The figures entered on the Annual 
Return should generally be extracted directly from the accounts without adjustment, as stated in our 
guidelines which are available on our website• We have suggested a number of amendments which are 
detailed in the attached documents. 

Our register which gives prominence to the financial information submitted by charities on our website 
and therefore it is important that the data submitted is accurate. 
If you are happy with the proposed amendments shown in the attachment, there is no need for 
you to take any action. We will make the changes after 10 working days from the date of this 
email and send you confirmation that we have done so. Alternatively, if you wish to discuss the 
proposed changes, please email us at xxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xxx.xx  or phone us 
on 0151 703 1660. 

http://crmn1b02/ forms/print/custfonnprint.aspx 7objectType=4202&id=%7b89B9419... 17/11/20 
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Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Regarding 
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Registered Charity Number: 
FYE: 31/12/2008 

I 10980041 

ARO8 Part B Input Form 

Aces rec: 271512010 
AR rec: 16/1212010 

Resources 

B1.7 - Costs of generating voluntary income 

61.8 - Fundraising trading costs - P 

01.9 - Investment management costs - P 

01.10 - Costs of charitable activities - ' 

B1.10a - Grants to institutions - P 

81.11 - Governance costs - P 

61,12 - Other resources expended - P 

81.13 - Total resources expended - P 

B1.1 - Voluntary income 

81.1a - Legacies 

B1.1 b - Endowments received 

B1.2 - Activities for generating funds 

81.3 - Investment income 

61.4 - Incoming resources from charitable 
activities 

61.5 - Other incoming resources 

B1.6 - Total incoming resources 

I 	£222,8551 1 	£01 

I 	£01 £01 

I 	£01 1 	£01 

I 	£439E231 1 	£617,1461 

I 	£01 
I £01 

I 	£01 I 	£1E9231 

I 	£01 

1 	£01 

I 	£662,4781 I 	£634,0691 

82.1 - Revaluations of tangible fixed assets - 

B2.3 - Gains/losses on investment assets - P 

82.2 - Actuarial gains/losses on defined 
benefit pension schemes - P 

B4.1 - Support costs - P 

84.2 - Depreciation - P 

134.3 - Level of reserves - P 

I 	£01 44,3781 

I 	£01 1 	£36,1691 

J 	£01 1 	£01 

Assets & Liabilities 

83.7 - Total fixed assets (at start of year) 

83.7a - Fixed asset investments (at start 
of year) 

63.8 - Endowment funds 

83.9 - Restricted funds 

83.10 - Unrestricted funds 

83.11 - Total Funds 

83.1 - Total fixed assets - P 

133,1a - Fixed asset investments - P 

83.2 - Total current assets - P 

B3.2a - Current asset investments - P 

B3.2b - Cash,- P 

83.3 - Creditors due within one year - P 

83.4 - Long term creditors and provisions - P 

83.5 - Pension fund assets (liabilities) - P 

83.6 - Total Net Assets (liabilities) - P 

J 	£228321 1 	£59,0011 

I 	£01 I E01 

1 	£338631 

I 	£01 

I 	£17,8631 

I 	£239E081 1 	£01 

1 	£01 
1 	£01 

I 	£01 I 	-L182,9131 

I 	-E182.913.1 1 	-E152,9131 

Employees 

04.4 - Number of full-time equivalent employees 

Volunteers (optional) 

84.5 - Number of UK volunteers 

I 	121 

I 	0] 



Woodfield House 
Tangier 
Taunton 

Hodkin & Company Somerset TA1 4BL 

42-44 Copthorne Road 	 • Direct Line- 
Felbridge 	 Fax: 

East Grinstead 
	

General Enqu es: 0870 3330123 (Voice) 

West Sussex 
	 0870 3330125 (Minicom) 

RH19 2NS 
	 Email: 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

Date: 	17 April 2003 

Narconon 

Thank you for your letter of 8 Apri , enclosing an a ended draft Deed of Variation. 

I can confirm that the amended Deed of Variation is acceptable. Please let me have a copy of the 
i executed Deed of Variation n due course. 

You ask what information is likely to be required in connection with the application to register 
Narconon London as a charity. I would suggest that you provide whatever information you think 
best illustrates how Narconon London will achieve its stated purpose. I do not think it should be 
necessary for you to resubmit a 'banker's box of material' in support of the application but it would 
be helpful if you could provide whatever aspects of that information that you think best 
demonstrates the efficacy of the work that will be undertaken by Narconon London. The more 
recent information you can provide the better. 

Filed your accounts and returns yet? Defaulters a e shown on the register at: 
www.charitycommission.gov.uk  
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From: CCD Email Team [enquiries©charitycommission.gsi.gov .ull 

Sent: 	21 August 2008 09:07 

To: 	Web IC Data Accuracy 

Subject: URGENT REQUEST - Change of add ess for 1098004 CC:05421870 

URGENT REQUEST - Change of address for 1098004 
	 Oriainal Message 	  
From: 
Sent: 20/08/2008 
To: CCD Email Team; CHARITY COMMISSION; Enquiries Charity Commission; Web, Enquiries 
Subject: Green - Change of address - 

Hi, 

I spoke today to the Charity Commission and was advised to e ail yen regard ng a change of 
address for: NARCONON LONDON 

1098004 

I am the chair of the Board Of Trustees for the above chanty and also the contact person for the 
charity. On behalf of the board I urgently request a change of address for myself as contact perso 

My old address is 	 Can you please change it to my current and 
Permanent address which s .  

I would be obliged if you cou d make the modifications as soon as possib e as r cannot access any 
ail sent to the old address. 

Many thank 

Sheila MacLean 
Chair Board of Trustees Narconon London 

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Govermnent Secure Intranet anti-
virus service supplied by Cable&Wireless in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate 
Number 2007/11/0032.) In case of problems, please call your organisation's IT Helpdesk. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal 
purposes. 

21/08/2008 



Information Compliance 
Charity Commission 
PO Box 1329, Liverpool, L69 3DY 

General Enquiries: 	0845 3000 218 
Online Services help: 0845 3000 197 
Textphone: 	 0845 3000 219 
8am - 6pm weekdays 
(excl. national holidays) 

Fax: 	 0151 703 1564 
Website: www.charitycommission.gov.uk  

Date: 	 14 February 2011 

Dear Trustees 

URGENT OVERDUE ANNUAL RETURN TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 
(2009) 

Charity Number: 1098004 

Charity Name: NARCONON LONDON 

We have still not received your charity's annual submission for the financial year that ended in 2009 
If your charit y s annual income was over £25,000 in this period, you should submit an Annual Return, 
Trustees' Annual Report and accounts. 

If your annual income was £25,000 or less in the financial year that ended in 2009 you should subm it  an Annual Return/Update. 

This is a serious matter. We may take your continued failure to submit these documents as 
evidence that your charity has ceased to exist or does not operate. Your charity may be 
removed from the Register of Charities in accordance with Section 3(4) of the Charities Act 
1993, 

 

 as amended by the Charities Act 2006, within three months from the date of this letter
.  

This letter has also been sent to one of the charity's trustees whose name is currently recorded on 
the Register of Charities. The purpose of this is to bring this matter to their attention. Please 
coordinate your response on behalf of the charity. 

Please make your annual submission online atwww.charitycommission.gov.uk . The service is free, 
secure and easy to use. If you would prefer a paper form and you are the charity's registered contact 
please ring our order line on 0845 045 4002 8.30 am to 5.30 pm weekdays 

For more information about what you must send us or for help using our online service, visit our 
website and follow the links to 'Charity requirements and guidance/What information must trustees 
send us this year' Help is also available from Charity Commission Direct on the telephone numbers 
listed above. 

Yours faithfully 

3784 



OUTSTANDING DOCUMENTS 

AR Received? 

Accounts Received? 

RGE CHARITIES CASE LO 
CHARM NAME: NARCONON 
CHARITY NUMBER: 267386 
FYE: 31/12/07 
CASE OPENED: 9/2/09 DEADLINE DATE: 31/10/08 

Comments I contacted this charity due to an FOI reques , regard 
documents, which had been referred to 

and left a voicemail message. 
On 12/2/09, I phoned again and left another voicemail message. 
On 20/2/09, I phoned 	 thought that 

he AR06 had already been submitted online. : 	will go back in and make 
sure that it's submitted, next week. 	also gave me I, 	e-mail address. I 
updated CDB. 

With regards to the AR07 and the 2007 accounts, they aim to have both submitted 
online, bY the end of March. 	said that a new person has been appointed 
to sort out the accounts, after which, both will be submitted online. 
took my details. 

On 4/3/09, 	 called me. 	said she cannot access the AR06 online. 
Obviously, this is because they can now only access the AR07 and AR08 

online. I told her I would e-mail a paper copy on my return to the office, 

next week. According to the 06 accounts, the income was £62,273 and the 
expenditure Was £64,910. 

also informed me that they have submitted the AR06 online for Narconon London 

(1098004). This is not possible. We established that what they had done 
was submit the 2006 information for 1098004 on the 2007 online return. 

need to have this submission undone and I need to e-mail her a paper copy of 

the AR06 for this charity, on my return.. According to the 06 accounts, the 
income was £697,722 and the expenditure WGS £770,628. 

On 9/3/09, I lia i sed with 	 to have the AR07 online submission undone for 
1098004, after I undid receipt on CDB. I also e-mailed I 
attaching a paper copy of the AR06 (purple) for 267386 and a paper copy of -
he AR06 (rust) for 1098004. 

On 24/3/09, I received an AR06 for 1098004 and an AR06 for 267386. Unfortunately, 

the AR06 for 267386 is just a printout of the online version, which we 
cannot accept. I phoned in and left a 
voicemail message. 

On 26/3/09, 	 called on 	 I explained to . that she 
would have to complete the purple AR06 for 267386, which I e-mailed to her 

on 9/3/09. said will do this asap and post it, for my attention. With 
regards to AR07, both documents for both charities will be done online.  

ng outstanding 
phoned 



Memorandum 

To: 	 CC: 

From: 	 Room: 

Tel: 	 Fax: 

Date: 	11 January 2002 

Subject: Narconon/Criminon - 267386 

I sent Narconon to Evaluations Taunton because of the trustees' non co-operation with my 
requests for accounts and details of activities. Eventually the trustees responded and I enclose a 
copy of their response for your information. You will note that the trustees are currently 
considering applying for registration of Criminon in its own right and a separate Narconon 
London branch. 

I will keep you informed of events. 

Page 1 of 



Charity Commission Direct 
P 0 Box 1227 
Liverpool 
L69 3UG 

Dear Sirs, 

21 May 2009 

Our Client: 

There are three charity registrations against the name of Narconon. We are 
concerned that you have allowed this organisation to obtain a registration. 

We are acting on behalf of 

encouraged to pay £14,800 to this organisation in order to take 
alcohol rehabilitation. However it soon became clear to that the work 
being undertaken was simply gibberish rind nonsense which had very little to 
do with alcohol rehabilitation at all. has then .come to see us as a 
firm of solicitors and we have immediately noticed that on the 

-documentation that they follow the teachings of L Ron Hubbard. L Ron 
Hubb-drd set up the Church of Scientology. 

We immediately 6ecame suspicious about the circumstances and have then 
gone on to the internet. We enclose herewith a small percentage of the total 
amount of references ticit have been made to Narconon on the Website..We 
suggest that you eX'amin`e, the website Norconon Exposed and Operation 

\Clornbake and then print' up \all of the case references frOm the various cases 
that they actually exhibit to'their websife. 

' 
\ 

We have also-included the references to Narconon in Wikipedia where there 
was,an action'taken by the Spanish authorities against the President of the 
ChUrch of Scientology for defraUding Spanish citizens and running centres 
with unqualified fiaff. 

We also enclose herewith a copy of a report from the Californian State 
Department on Narconon. There;seems to be references on the web to the 



Governments of Australia, America, Italy, Sweden and Spain, all taking action 
against Narconon. 

We enclose herewith a copy of the letter which we have written to the Fraud 
Department Police Headquarters, Hastings. 

You appear to be giving legitimacy to this organisation by providing a 
charitable number. Our client indicates that would never have actually 
entered into any type of arrangement with this organisation if it had not been 
for the fact that it was a registered charity. 

Bearing in mind some of the references on the internet appear to be to be to 
the effect that this is a scam in order to skim off money to the Church of 
Scientology we wonder what investigations you have undertaken. 

We have to seriously question the willingness of the Charity Commissioners to 
actually undertake a proper investigation in relation to charities before they 
are set up given the ease of which we have actually managed to find 
references to Narconon. Please indicate what steps you are going to be 
taking, what investigations you are going to undertake in order to consider 
whether they should continue to have a charity registration number. 

in particular we ask you to note that the references on the case to Italy are 
attempts being made to avoid payment of tax for the Church of Scientology. 
With charitable exemption they are effectively able to use the back door in 
order to obtain charitable exemption. 

We are at early stages in relation to investigation. We are clearly a firm of 
solicitors and not able to investigate matters appropriately. Please inform us 
what steps you are going to take. 

Yours faithfully,, . 

Internet 
Wikipedia 
Report from Calliornion Stale Dept 
Leiter Scotland Yard 	, 



Metropolitan Police Service 
New Scotland Yard 
Broadway 
London SW I H OBG 

21 May 2.00? 

Dear Sirs, 

We enclose herewith copies of letters that we have sent to the Fraud 
Department at the Police Headquarters in Hastings together with our letter to 
the Charity Commissions Direct. 

The reason that we have copied you in on the documentation although this is 
a matter which exists in East Sussex is that we are concerned that Narconon 
has links to the Church of Scientology and that we are aware of the fact that 
fhey are intending to close down where they are at the present time in East 
Sussex. Therefore the situation is that it is only a matter of time before they 
move and the issue is where. 

Bearing in mind that the registration that they are using is linked to Narconon 
London one would have thought that London was the obvious place for them 
to move. 

We are fully expecting the usual fob off that it is somebody else's problem. 
Could we prevail upon you to do, at the very least, to actuaHy make sure that 
this is lodged somewhere on whatever computer system that you have got so 
that ultimately when this matter continues to rear its ugly head that a police 
officer in the Met making enquiries can try and put their hands on 
documentation which may help them in undertaking a police enquiry. 

Yo u rs fa ithfu I ly, 



Fraud Department 
Police Headquarters 
Hastings 
East Sussex 
TN34 1JJ 

13 May 2009 

Dear Sirs, 

An organisation called NarcOnon has set itself up as a registered charity and 
we enclose herewith a copy of the letter which •we have written to the 
Charity Commissioners. 

We represent 
paid the organisation 	Dr alcohol 

'rehabilitation. 	It became clear to 	that this was not a proper 
rehabilitation service at all after several days and 	left. Since this time 
has been endeavouring to get money back. 

The organisation appears to be quite clearly linked with the Church of 
Scientology. We enclose herewith a copy of the Enrolment Agreement that 

signed. It can be seen that in paragraph E and F that there is 
reference to a L Ron Hubbard. 

In case the reader is not aware of L Ron Hubbard, he is the original person 
who set up the Church of Scientology. 

We immediately began,. having read this, to make investigations into 
Narconon and have then entered into the internet. We enclose herewith 
internet sites on Narconon Exposed, What is Narconon, is Narconon a Scam 
and Quotes about Scientology. This includes various quotes that have been 
posted on the Internet by an organisation which appears to be called 
Operation Clambake. This appears to be some sort of operation 
endeavouring to try to break the organisation but it clearly refers to many 
statements by Judges all over the world that clearly need to be checked out. 
On the same site there are various•case references most of which are all from 
America. 

1 



There appears to be on the internet also references to actions being taken 
against Narconon, by the Government of Australia, America, Italy, Sweden, 
Spain etc. 

In December 1988 for instance the President of the Church of Scientology was 
according to the Wikipedia arrested for defrauding Spanish citizens and 
running centres with unqualified staff. This appears now to be going on upon 
your doorstep. 

The same reference in Wikipedia which is attached hereto suggests that in 
Italy the same scam was undertaken and that there were advertisements 
being undertaken as a drug rehabilitation centre but nothing was being 
given in return. 

We also enclose herewith the findings of a 1974 report on Narconon 
undertaken by the Californian State Department of Health following 
applications for funding which were made to the State of California. It can 
be seen that the findings are rather extreme, 

We have not provided you with every single reference which is available on 
the Internet as to do so frankly would involve you being sent so much 
information that you would have been reading this for some time. 

It appears that the centre itself doesn't handle the money and once the 
money has actually been handed you can then not get hold of the money 
thereafter. Furthermore they take away from the people involved mobile 
phones, and also any Internet connections that they may have eg for a lap 
top. 	. 

There does not appear to be a prevention of people coming and going. 

It appears now that Britain is the next target and that they have now set 
themselves up with three charity commissioner regulations. 

The charity commissioner sites includes three charity numbers including 
1098004 referred to under a Narconon heading. 

lt appears that this is the not the first time that they have endeavoured to get 
tax exemption as there are clear references on the internet to case law in the 
Itahan Supreme Court where the Italian Supreme Court deemed that they 
were not able to get tax free exemption. 

Of course tax free exemption in the UK also works by way of a charitable 
status and there is clearly something rather concerning occurring. 

2 



It is of course to the benefit of all concerned that if somebody has a drink or 
drug problem that they receive treatment as a matter of urgency. However, 
what appears to be happening is that this organisation is taking money from 
those who are the weakest in the society and who frankly cause considerable 
problems and putting them through courses where they are not getting 
proper treatment. It must be of enormous concern to fhe Police that they are 
being involved on a day to day basis of trying to mop up messes from those 
who have problems with alcohol and drugs. If these people receive proper 
treatment in a proper drug rehabilitation service then clearly they may then 
clean themselves up (albeit it is our experience that this happens rarely). 
Instead of this they appear to be endeavouring to try and get money 
particularly from the parents of those with problems. Clearly many people will 
not be able to raise money twice. 

Our client describes how 	had to lay in a room for some period of time with 
effectively no treatment at all. 	then had to sit in a chair staring through 
closed eyes ahead and then had to open his eyes and stare. 

It appeared to 	that nothing of any benefit could actually have occurred 
from this and that this was nothing more than a nonsense. 

The website is absolutely full of warnings about Narconon and we would ask 
you to undertake an investigation as a matter of urgency as to exactly what 
they are doing. If you have other witnesses we are endeavouring to issue 
proceedings against them in the court to recover the . We 
however expect that there are a considerable amount of other people both 
nationally and in the East Sussex area who are having problems. 

More to the point we understand that at the present time that there is at least 
one inmate who has been placed there by the Probation Service. 

It is therefore the case that it is necessary for the Probation Service to be 
notified of the problem immediately and therefore we have done so. 

However what we are unaware of, of course, is which Probation Service has 
placed them there or the knowledge of the Probation Service. One would 
imagine that what is actually happening is that funding is being arranged 
through the Probation Service for this individual. 

Our client was at one point seen by somebody who was allegedly a doctor. 

We suspect strongly that no such doctor is on the premises and if he is we will 
require their name and address in order to provide to the General Medical 

.3 



Council. We would imagine that almost certainly the man that is being 
described as a doctor isn't a doctor. 

We have copied this letter to the Scotland Yard's Fraud Department as we 
consider this as a National implication as well as a local implication, 

The position is that they are already indicating to the inmates that they are 
intending to move and that they have taken a very large property on as a 
temporary affair and they are alleging that it is costing them some £13,000 
per month to rent it and they are going to move to a better building. 

We imagine that what may well happen is that they may start in one area - in 
the country and then move to other areas in the country thereafter and 
therefore closing their operation down and starting it all over again. 

We would ask that immediate enquiries are made and that there be 
immediate steps taken in order to make investigation as to what is occurring. 
We will copy this letter to the East Sussex Probation Service and to the East 
Sussex Planning Department and to the East Sussex Legal Department. 

We would ask you to note that according to the report from California, this 
organisation was originally set up by William Benitto as an inmate from the 
Arizona State Prison, This report is over 35 years old. 

The other issue is what money is being siphoned off frorn Narconon to the 
Church of Scientology. 

We are concerned that the way that this would be undertaken is that money .  
would be given to the Church of Scientology by a registered charity. We do 
not know the Church of Scientology's position as far as being a recognised 

- religion in English law but bearing in mind that we are aware of comments 
that have been made by Lord Denning many years ago we would expect 
there to be some considerable opposition to their organisation. 

What concerns us the most' is that this smells as being' a scam. The position is 
that is a large sum of money to be initially paying for a programme. 
There is no refund according to the Enrolment Agreement which they have 
provided. 

We are concerned that this is in effect a centre to obtain recruited members 
to the Church of Scientology who are themselves in difficulties, vulnerable 
and suffering from either drug or alcohol problems. 

We understand that the people running the programme are effectively 
previous people from-the course. 

4 



We understand that they may try to produce evidence of the fact that their 
courses work however the internet would seem to suggest that this is not the 
case. 

In realiity the only way of undertaking this in a proper and professional way is 
to have this course properly assessed and for the Police to make 
investigations as to what is actually happening to the funding in relation to this 
matter. 

It is also necessary for the CPS to be aware of the position as it may be that 
local solicitors and probation officers are not aware of the difficulties in 
relation to Narconon and that as a result of that the place be filled up where 
people at paying State costs. We therefore ask that a senior officer being 
given the contents of this letter and that they ensure that the CPS is made 
aware of the position and that an investigation is now undertaken as to what 
is going on. 

We are considering informing the Press but will not do so if you notify us within 
14 days that your enquiries have began and that you want us to hold off. 

Yours fa ithfu I ly, 

Internet 
Findings 

5 
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• The overall cost of the Narconon programme is a flat fee of 
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Frequently Asked 
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• Narconon's studies, which supposedly show a success.rate o * . 
. 

Contacts 

:,..' 	about 70%, are often very bard to obtain as Narconon does 
• - - ■■■ 	4 	, 	0 	• 	e 	• 	 . te-them even t 	I 

	

.: 	 .• 	- 	 _ 	..., 
Copyright  

: 

	

'their conclusions; many a 	od 	 hen the re l (up to 30 years old, w I 	 ....,. 	_ 	,. 	 . „ 	 71 

Search 
very uniereno, several nave syswniancany 

been misquoted or misrepresented, so that a poor result looks 
like a good one: 
MORE INFO > Does Narconon Work? - Studies  

• Narconon's research papers, which are usually about 
• Hubbard's purification programme in general rather than 

Narconon specifically, are of dubious value as almost all seem 
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to be unreviewed; the majority are written by Scientologists, 
employees of Narconon or other Scientology-related 
organisations, Or proponents of Hubbard's theories, all of 
whom have religious or economic reasons for endorsing them. 
These links and possible biases are invariably not disclosed. 
MORE INFO > Does Narconon Work? - Research Papers  

Narconon's "success stories" are mostly obtained 
compulsorily from its clients and have little objective value. 
The way that they are obtained and used makes them virtually 
worthless. 
MORE INFO > Does Narconon Wo k? Success Stories  

'arconon Valid? 

Narconon's originator, L. Ron Hubbard, had a minimal 
scientific education and made many false claims about his 
qualifications, including obtaining a fake degree so that he 
could falsely call himself a "Doctor". 
MORE INFO > L. Ron Hubbard & Science  and The "Nuclear Physicist"  

• Hubbard had no education or qualifications in medicine and 
made numerous false claims about medical matters, including 
selling bogus medications for curing radiation sickness and 
cancer, while also denouncing and attacking conventional 
medicine. 
MORE INFO > L. Ron Hubbard and Medicine  and Scientology Trsus  
Medicine  

• Much of Narconon's "science" is based on provably false 
scientific statements by Hubbard, such as that niacin breaks 
up fat (it doesn't), that LSD is stored in the body (it isn't), and 
that radiation can be sweated out of the body (it can't). The 
research upon which Narconon is supposedly based has never 
been published or subjected to scientific validation. 
MORE INFO > Hubbard's Junk Science  

Is Narconon Safe? 

• Narconon's detoxification programme completely cuts off the 
addict's supply of drugs, rather than wean him off - an 
approach similar to "cold turkey" methods. Doctors and drug 
addiction experts regard "cold turkey" as dangerous. 
MORE INFO > Is Narconon Safe? - Cold Turkey 

• Narconon uses massive overdoses of vitamins and =era s as 
well as vastly extended sauna sessions at doses and exposures 
many times beyond the safe limits, with serious potential 
side-effects including organ damage and death. 
moRE INFO> Is Narcon on Safe? - Dangerous Detoxification  

• Narconon's staff are often former clients, some hired 
immediately On graduation. This has been criticised as ris 
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and inappropriate, and their train ng has been described as 
inadequate. 
MORE INFO > Is Narconon Safe? - Poorly T ained Staff 

• Narconon's practice of allowing its clients to treat each other 
has been strongly criticised as inappropriate and potentially 
endangering their health and safety. 

ORE INFO > Is Narconon Safe? - Inappropriate Treatment 

• The fact that Narconon is based on bogus science causes 
serious risks for clients' health and safety, as Hubbard 
frequently disregards or is ignorant of side-effects and often 
misinterprets adverse effects as actually being positive. 
MORE INFO > Is Narconon Safe? - Bad Science 

Narconon's Supporters 

Narconon's individual supporters are o en Scientologists 
employees of Narconon or otherwise connected with 
Scientology-related entities. Few corporate sponsors are 
named, except only in the vaguest terms, while other groups 
which have supported Narconon are often Scientology-
related. A small number of government organisations have 
funded Narconon but programmes have invariably been 
terminated. The Scientology links are almost never disclosed 
publicly. 

ORE INFO > Narconons Supporters  

Narconon and Scientology 

• a conon's practices are invariably taken directly from 
cientology's religious doctrines, with only minimal changes 

to obscure their origins (such as systematically deleting the 
word "Scientology"). 
MORE I FO > Narconon & Scientology Doctrines  

• Narconon is organised virtually identically to the Church o 
Scientology, is presently supervised and directed by a 
separately incorporated "sector" of the Scientology 
conglomerate (although not the Church itself) and appears to 
have been under the direct control of the Church proper 
throughout the 1970s. 

ORE INFO > Narconon & Scientology - Organisations  

The vast majority of Narconon's executives, and many of its 
rank-and-file 

is also evi 
staff, aPPear to be practicing Scientologists. 

There 	dence that Narconon has actively recruited for 
Scientology. 
moRE INFO > Narconon & Scientology - Personnel 

http://www.cs.cfliu.edu/dstrNarconon/keyfact&htm 	 2/05 2009 



Narconon Exposed: What is Narconon? - Key Facts 	 Page 4 of 4 

' Key Facts I Why Criticise Narconon?  
Narconon & Its Critics Is Narconon A Scam? 

Back to top 

NOTE: This website is not owned, operated, sponsored or 
endorsed by Narconon International, the Association for 
Better Living and Education International or any related 
entities. All trademarks and service marks remain the 

properties of their respective owners. 
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- Key Facts  Narconon & Its Crit cs I Is Narconon A Scam? 

- Why Critidse 
Narconon? 

YOU have every right tO ask questions about this statistic. 
* F3ut don't 	ou think it is wonderful that we ma 	- 'List ma 

- Narconon And 
Its CriticS 

ii 

- be able tO help 76°/o Of the drug addicts? Why do you 
fight that? 

isle-Nannemyr-r, circa-August 1992— 

-Is Narconon A 
Scam? 

<http://groups.google.comtgroups? what is the 
Nercanon 
Programme? 

inv:GIS 142232 	Wo40 	da.ifi.uio.no&oe=UTF- 
$13(o >] 	 ' 

Narconon's supporters have, from tithe to time, attacked their 
. 

Does Narconon 
work? 

• Ma - 	- 	1 	••s• 	: 	1 . 	a 	a 	* 	I`, 	•*ask, 
would anyone oppose a civic-minded group caring for some of the . 	 . 	. 
MD 	 - a " a • " in-society?--In-fact,4t-1,S-precisely-because 

Is Narconon 
valid? 

• 
drug addicts are so vulnerable that Narconon's claims need to be 
examined with such care. The effects of drug abuse are devastating, 

Is Narconon 

sa e  
for the individuals, their families and society in general. Drug abuse 

often does brwk up families 	 individual can and 	 and relationships; 
Narconon Watch 

drug addicts may suffer serious health problems, both from the 
effects of the drugs themselves and from the practices associated 

Narconon's 
supporters 

with drug abuse (for instance, sharing needles); and society as a 
whole suffers from the wave of crime resulting from addicts 

Narionon and 
Scientology 

nee.ng  0 	a 	eir 	a 	aril 	OIll i e ac 	ies o a 	g a ea ers. - 
The stakes, where dealing with drug abuse is concerned, are . 	 . 

hcreomes 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 

n o contact with a drug addict are at stake. 
, 

source 
Documents 

This makes it all the more important that when drug abuse s are Site Map 
Is 	III - 	•IIII 1 	• 	..11 	• 	Sill, 	I" 	• ) 

Treatment costs money, and money - whether it comes from the Contacts 

public purse or private pockets - is often scarce. Ineffective 
. 	. 

ttnt-is-t - 	 - 	- 	- 
Copyright 

. . 	 ...: 	a 	 a 	 , 	y 
spent on useless treatments is money taken away from more Search 

there 	 . 	 ny rug re a iia on 
apy must a uaess two questions: DoES Z 't wor k? Can it work2 

n Narconon's case, there is strong evidence that the answer to both 
i questions s "no". Critiquing Narconon is therefore not simply 

about "bashing" a worthy group; it is vital if drug addicts are to get 
the treatment they so desperately need, rather than wasting time 
and money on ineffective pseudoscientifiC "therapies". If there was 
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no doubt about Narconon, such a critique would not be needed - 
but there is doubt, and it is only right that such doubts should 
receive a fair hearing. Unsurprisingly, Narconon itself chooses not 
to mention facts or views which contradict its own statements; this 
website aims to fill that gap. 

Key Facts I Why Criticise Narconon? 
Narconon & Its Critics I Is Narconon A Scam?  

Back to top 

OTE: This website is not owned, operated, sponsored o 
endorsed hy Narconon International, the Association for 
Better Living and Education International or any related 
entities. All trademarks and service marks remain the 

proPerties of their respectwe owners. 
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Narconon, like the Church of Scientology and its other re ated 
ni-itiPs, 	.1111scrilies to I.. Ron flobhard's theories of "human 

- Narconon And 
Its Critics 

Narconon A 
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evaluation" and his rigorous regime of "Scientology Ethics". The 
Church of Scientology has a well-deseived reputation for a 
vm • ctive intolerance ot criticism - as United States Judge Paul 

ft Breckinridge said in a 1980s court judgment, the organization 	. 
Clearly is schizophrenic and paranoid". It views itself as Constantly 

	

h 	s the 
Narconon 

	

Pr 	amme? 
e ng a war with a massive international organised conspiracy 

including doctors, politicians, the media and especially Does Narconon 
rk? 

Is Narconon 
valid? 

Is Narconon 
safe? 

Narconon Watc 

i 	 • • • • 	•• • 	 sters-of-the 
world, being responsible for most of its problems, including crime, 
insanityli rid war - the Nolo 	 d.t.b.e 
September iith attacks are all blamed on psychiatry. In response, 

e Church operates on Hubbard's motto that "the price of freedom 
is constant alertness, constant willingness to fight back." It certainly 
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ThiS attitude o 1 . nated like virtuall eve 	hin else in 
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supporters 

Scientology, with its founder L. Ron Hubbard. Thirty years ago, S r . 
ohn Foster's public inquiry into Scientology in the United 

Narconon and 
Scientology 
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, F rueeqsut  ei onnt sl y Asked 

from grateful acceptance, or amused tolerance, 'at one end 
- of the scale to a sense of outrage and vindictive counter- 

Source 
Documents  , 

a 	c 	on 	e o 	er 	er aps un o una e y espec a y or 
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of the scale. Judging from the documents, this would seem . 	. 
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whose attitude to critics is one of extreme hostility. One 
. 	 . Copyrigh 

is such as Mr. Hubbard displays in his writings cannot be 
I. 	i 	i 	:r 	if 	III 	i 	f.'  

Search 
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VI 

than affection. 
Sir 3ohn Foster, Report of the Enquiry 

and Effects of Scientology (HMSO, 1971), p. 

The key theme of Hubbard's approach is that there are, in effect, 
three groups in society of interest to Scientology. The first is the 
Scientologists themselves, and their allies in like-minded groups. 
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The second is the great mass of the uninitiated - in Scientology . 
jargon, the "wogs" (not the British racist term but U.S. Naval slang 
meaning clueless or inexperienced individuals). The third is the 
"antisocial personalities" whom Scientology sees as its implaCable 
enemies - according to Hubbard, these account for about 20% of 
the population (a completely arbitrary figure with no clear source). 

In practice, this boils down to whether or not they disapprove of 
Scientology. In the eyes of Hubbard and his Church, it is 
permissible to be neutral but not to be critical. He produced a list of 
twelve "antisocial characteristics" by which one can supposedly 
recognise an "antisocial personality". Unsurprisingly, his often sel 
serving definitions (see 
<http://www.scientologyhandboolc.org/shu  thtm>) neatly 
pigeonhole anyone critical of Scientology or a Scientology-
supported organisation such as'Narconon: 

"The antisocial personality deals mainly in bad news, 
ritical or hostile remarks, invalidation and general 

suppression." (Scientologists are encouraged not to 
mention difficulties and failings - which may spare the 
blushes of Church management but does little to foster a 
culture of problem-solving.) 

"The antisocial personality habitually selects the 
wrong target." (In other words, if drugs are the problem, 
why are people criticising Narconon?) 

• 'The antisocial personality 'supports only destructive 
groups and rages against and attacks any 
constructive or betterment group." (Narconon is a 
community and betterment group - why should it be 
criticised?) 

• "Helping others is an activity which drives the 
antisocial personality nearly berserk: Activities, 
however, which destroy in the name of help are 
closely supported." (In other words, Narconon is criticised 
because it's so effective. "Ineffective" drug rehab programmes 
- i.e. everything except Narconon - which use drugs and 

• psychiatry are thus bad because they "destroy in the name of 
•help".) 

One might well argue a free-speech justification for criticising 
Scientology or Narconon. This holds no water with Scientology, 
however, as Hubbard did not favour democratic values. He viewed 
democracy itself as not having "done anything for Man but push •  
him further into the mud", having produced little more than 

i "inflation and income tax", and explictly rejected its use n 
ScientologY [Hubbard, "Keeping Scientology workingni, tic° po licy  

Letter df 7  FebruarY 1965 reissued 27  August 1980]. He suggested 
at only the "social personalities" should be given rights, as only 
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they were capable of contributing to society: .  

As the society runs, prospers and lives solely through the -
efforts of social personalities, one must know them as 
they, not the antisocial, are the worthwhile people. These 
are the people who must have rights and freedom. 
[Hubbard, Introduction to Scientology Ethics - also at 
<http://www.scientologyhandbook.org/sh11  2.htm>] 

Which implies, of course, that the "antisocial" do not deserVe 
"rights and freedom". Hubbard rejected utterly the idea that they 
could possibly have anything worthwhile to say: 

Attackers are simply an anti-Scientology propaganda 
agency so far as we are concerned. They have proven they 
want no facts and will only lie no matter what they 
discover. So BANISH all ideas that any fair hearing is 
intended and start our attack with their first breath. Never 
wait. Never talk about us - only them. lise their blood, 

"sex, crime to get headlines. Don't use u s.  

speak from 15 years of experience in this There has 
never yet been an attacker who was not reeking with 
crime. All we had to do was look for it and murder would 
come out. 
[Hubbard, "Attacks on Scientology", HCO Policy Letter of 
15 Feb 1966] 

e claim that "all critics are criminals" is preposterous on the face 
it - presumably thatincludes the many doctors, journalists and 

officials who have criticised aspects of Scientolou and its offShoots 
- but it is taken with the utmost seriousness by Scientologists 
themselves. For them, "critics are criminals" is not simply a 
figurative statement; it is proven fact: 

Now get this as a technical fact, not a hopeful idea. Every 
time we have investigated the background of a ciitic of 
Scientology we have found crimes for which that person or 
group could be imprisoned under existing law. We do not 
find critics of Scientology who do not have criminal pasts. 
Over and over we prove this. 

Politician A stands up on his hind legs in a Parliament and 
brays for a condemnation of Scientology. When we look 
him over we find crimes - embezzled funds, moral lapses, 
a thirst for young boys - sordid stuff. 

Wife B howls at her husband for attending a Scientology 
group. We look her up and find she had a baby he didn't 
know about 

Two things operate here. Criminals hate anything that 
helps anyone instinctively. And just as instinctively a 
criminal fights anything that may disclose his past ... 

We are slo ly and carefully teaching the unholy a lesson. 
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It is as follows: "We are not a law enforcement agency. 
BUT we will become interested in the crimes of people who 
seek to stop us. If you oppose Scientology we promptly 
look and will find and expose your crimes. If you leave us 
alone we will leave you alone". 
[Hubbard, "Critics of Scientology" HCO Bulletin of 5th 
November 1967] 

This, it will be recalled, is a doctrine which is taught to Narconon 
clients as part of its detoxification programme, but it also informs 
and guides Narconon's own behaviour towards its critics. Like the 
Church of Scientology, Narconon has shown little hesitation in 
"fighting back" - occasionally in conjunction with other Scientology-- 
related organisations and the Church itself - when it sees its 
interests being threatened. 

In line with Hubbard's dictum that critics are motivated by criminal 
interests, Narconon's line against its own critics has often bee 
they are motivated by a desire to get or keep people on drugs. 
Charging critics with corrupt motives is a standard Scientology 
tactic. On occasion, the Church of Scientology has itself taken up 
cudgels against Narconon's critics (despite the two supposedly 
being independent). The Church of Scientology in the United 
Kingdom distributes a series of anti-drug booklets such as "The 
Truth About Joints" and "Cocaine: A Deadly Road To Personal 
Ruin", promoting Narconon and the Scientology purification 
programme. They each include a curious "anti-disclaimer" on the 
inside front cover, presumably as a sort of pre-emptive response to 
the strong criticism which Scientology's anti-drugs campaign has 
aroused: 

Drugs.destroy or ruin millions of lives every year. Thus 
SOCiety oweS a debt.Of gratitude to those who dedicate 
themselves to salvaging others from the harmful effects of 
drug abuse. Sadly, such educational groups and beneficial 
organisations are sometimes attacked by individual 
officials or vested interest groups who in some way benefit 
from keeping our society on drugs. It has been proven 
abain and again that those who try to attack or hinder 
people who are salvaging others from the scourge of d ugs 
have an agenda to promote drugs or. to  allow them to 
spread. 
['The Truth About Join 	Chu 
Education College Inc., 20011 

When the Spanish authorities took legal action against Narconon in 
1988, charging it with fraud and tax evasion ;  the Chureh promptly 
accused Interpol and the Spanish government of corruptly profiting 
from the drugs trade. Church spokeman Richard Haworth told the 
St Petersburg Times that "Whoever is behind these actions stands 
to profit by increasing the drug proliferation and addiction 
expansion," while Edith Buchele, the Church's chief officer for 
international affairs, claimed that "the present attack can only have 
come from those vested interests who make a lot of money off 
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drugs." In a very similar vein, in June 1993 the.Church distributed a 
leaflet entitled "The Cause of Conflicts and Violence" to households 
in East Grinstead, England. The leaflet was a denunciation of a local 
critic of Scientology, Jon Atack, and claimed that: 

Another area of conflict which Mr. Atack has attempted to 
stir up is in the field of drug rehabilitation ... And to handle 
the hard-core addicts, the Church strongly supports the 
Narconon programme which utilizes Mr. Hubbard's drug 
rehabilitation technology to not only get addicts off drugs 
but to keep them off for good ... So why would Jon Atack 
attack a programme which is working towards a drug-free 
society? It is the Church's experience that such people 
often have hidden ulterior motives which they use to 
justify their actions. Perhaps that is the case, perhaps not. 
Mr. Ataek should be asked to declare what vested interest 
he has in drug use continuing in society. 
[Jonathan Caven-Atack vs Church of Scientology Religious 
Education College Inc. et al, case no. NH 402401 
<http://www.religio.de/atackihh402401.html >] 

Narconon has made very similar statements, particularly during the 
acrimonious controversy sparked by its eStablishment in the town 
of Newkirk, Oklahoma. In a letter to the Newkirk Herald Journal 
Of 18 May 1989, Narconon's then President, John Duff, claimed that 
"there will be those that will not want Narconon to succeed at 

hiloceo because they are for drugs and are on the other side in 
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November 1991] 

An earlier version of this website has come in for similar criticis 
Narconon's research director, Shelley Beckmann, claimed in a 
message to the alt.religion.scientology newsgroup in June 1998 that 
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"To put this much effort into a Neb site that attempts to discredit a 
workable drug rehab program makes it loud and clear that someone 
is more interested in getting people on drugs than off." Esheifey ' 
Beckmann, "Narconon", <http://groups.google.comloroups ?  
g=g:thl2048196552d&dg=&h1=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8lkoe=UTF-
81kselm=6mc009%241s2 0/0241%4Onnr 1.de'anews.com>]. We have 
heard that claims have been made that the website was being run 
and maintained by "someone in Europe" who "has ties" with "a 
drug manufacturing company." (In fact, it was hosted at the 
Institute for Pharmacology and Toxicology at the University of 
Wuerzburg, Germany; it is now hosted at the School of Computer 
Science at Carnegie Mellon University, Pennsylvania.) 

Narconon's response to its critics has on occasion stretched far 
beyond mere criticism. After the Oklahoman controversy erupted, 
Narconon hired a private investigator, Woody Bastemeyer, to 
discover the identity of those opposing "effective drug rehabilitation 
programs." According to the then mayor of Newkirk, Gary Bilger, 
Bastemeyer told him that he had been hired by Narconon to find 
out who had been supplying the city with information about 
Scientology and Narconon, and was particularly interested in the 
source of a BBC documentary on Scientology that had been 
circulating in the area. (The local Baptist pastor was actually the 
"culprit".) Advertisements were placed in local newspapers asking 
people to give the nameS, addresses, place of employment, and type 
of vehicle driven by anyone known to be selling drugs or "anyone 
who may be opposed to effective drug rehabilitation programs." 
Kay County Sheriff Glenn Guinn was contacted by Bastemeyer who 
was seeking information about Newkirk Herald journal publisher 
Bob Lobsingefs wife and childrem [Source: "Scientology Group Hires  
Investigator, Buys Ad" - Newkirk Herald journal, 31 August1989] 

This sort of tactic is standard operating procedure for the Church of 
Scientology, which refers to the practice as "noisy investigation". It 
was originally established as Scientology paicy by L Ron Hubbard 
in his confidential "Manual of Justice": 

Overt investigation of someone or something attacking us 
by an outside detective agency should be done more often 
and hang the expense it's very effective. Often 
investigation by a private detective has alone closed up an 
entheta [critical] source or a squirrel [breakaway] 
organisation. In fact at this writing I can't remember a 
time when it hasn't! 

The reason for this is simple. Of twenty-one persons found 
attacking Dianetics and Scientology with rumours and. 
entheta [criticisms], eighteen of them.under investigation 
were found to be members of the Communist Party or 
criminals, usually both. The smell of police or private 
detectives caused them to fly, to close down, to confess. 

Hire them and damn the cost When you need to. 
[Hubbard, "HCO Manual of justice", 1959] 
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After the state authorities became involved in the Oklahoman . 
controversy, Narconon resorted to a range of other tactics familiar 
to critics of Scientology. In July 1990, the state Board of Mental - 
Health pointed'out, quite correctly, that Narconon was operating 
without a licence and had not applied for state certification; it 
therefore applied to the courts for an injunction to shut Narconon 
down until such time as certification was granted (if it ever was). In 
response, Narconon unleashed a legal and public relations offensive 
against it, aided by other Scientology-related entities. The entire 
board - collectively and each individual member of it, as well as the 
state Department of Mental Health - was sued by Narednon 
International, which accused it of "religious and racial bigotry' and 
operating a "conspiracy" within the state mental health department. 
When the aoard appointed a Tulsa psychiatrist to eiraluate 
Narconon's methods, it ended up having to provide him with legal 
cover in case he was sued. At the same time, the Citizens 
Commission on Human Rights (CCHR) - another Scientology-
related organisation, which campaigns against psychiatry - began 
campaign against the Oldahoma Department of Mental Health, 
accusing it of condoning or covering up the deaths of mental 
patients. A particular target was the Laureate Psychiatric Clinic and 
Hospital in Tulsa, where - by a remarkable coincidence - one of the 
Board members, Dr. Dwight Holden, worked. After Nareonon 
acquired accreditation by a backdoor route, the lawsuits and the 
interest from CCHR were quietly wound down. 

From all of this, it is fair to say that Narconon, like its parent 
organisation, takes a hard line on critics. The irony is that it 

doubtedly does itself a disservice M. the process. The Chur ch o 

olts  
cientology's use of such tactics has inspired deep distrust f • 
otives; one of the main reasons why the Scientology connecti 

m 	
•on so 

often appears to cause trouble for Narconon is the generally 
unsavoury reputation which adheres to Scientology. Narconon 

ould have been better advised to take a more media-friendly line, 
but its close ties to the Church and its staffs personal commitment 
to all aspects of L. Ron Hubbard's "technologies" probably make 

is impossible much to Narconon'seown detriment. 

Key Facts I Why Cri lose Narconon?  
Narconon & Its Critics I Is Narconon A Sca  

Back to top 

OTE: This websit s.not owned, operated, sponsore 
endorsed by NarconOn International, the Association f or  
Better Living and Education International or any related 
entities. All trademarks and service marks remain the 

properties of their respective oWners. 
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hat is NArcanon? 

What is 
Narconon? 

, 	 • 
- Key Facts Narconon & Its Critics 1 Is Narconon A Scam? 

• 
_ 	... 	. 	. 	, - Why Criticise 

Narconon? 

• Some of Narconon's more unforgiving critics have dubbed 	 - Narconon And 
rcanon a  t.scare, a  ,,qpackmedicalfEaudlsthday_a_:criminautths :rts critics 

afla". This, however, is a misreading of what Narconon reallY is 	is Narconon A 
nd why it does what it does. 	 Scam? 

e key to the question is Narconon's relationship with Scientology. 
It is no exaggeration to say that Narconon is thoroughly suffused by 

hat is the 
Narration  

Programme? 

Scientology, from the top to the bottom of the organisation: every 
aspect of it is profoundly influenced by Scientology doctrines and Does Naroonon 

ork? 
• 11: 	 v 	 t 

Narconon and its compan on "social betterment programmes are 

	

11 	• 41.11 	s 	• 	or 	- 	tam 	si 	es. 	i 	- 	ors 	tla 	I 	- 

Is Narconon 
• V 	d 

hroughout society. This lies at the root of Narconon's activities, as 
e Na .conon and Scientology pages explain in detail. 

Is Narconon 
safe? 

• • 1. ■ • 	4 	 Pat._ 	e 	t 	• 	e t 	-5 	
u

P• ..e•m: 	_ 	 r•._ 	_e 	.. 	 . 
Narconon Watch 

argument simply does not hold water. It is certainly true that 
Na canon is less than open about its links with Scientology, the 

arconon' 
supporters 

va idity of its practices or its success rates. This, however, does not 
au omatically put it into the snake oil category. There is no 

Na canon and 
scientology 

n ca ion 	a 	a conon is mo 1 va es primari y By money or a . 
cynical.  desire to knowingly Pronfote a funk theraPY- Th°se wh° 

... 14. 	A 	.. 	. 	" • 	. 

requently Asked 
Questions 

effectiveness, eitherbecause they are themselves Narconon 
aduates and feel that they owe it to society to promote t, or i 

SOUrCe 

DOCurnents  

because as Scientologists theY have a religious  belief in the absolute _ 
site map  

6 6 6 ; 	6 	i . 	 ..-t 

undergo (and will in almost all cases actually have undergone) the COntaC s  
same regime which they promote and prescribe to others, sharing . 

e 	. 	• .. - 	 •• - . 	• • 	• e  .„...... Copyright 

normally do that. 	 • Search 

Narconon's closest parallel in spirit is not P.T. Barnum but Phillip 
E. Johnson, the Professor at Law at University of California, 
Berkeley who is generally acknowledged as the founder of the neo-
reationist "intelligent design" movement:In the late.1980s, the 

Christian fundamentalist creationist movement suffered a 
devastating defeat at the hands of the United States Supreme Court, 
which ruled that the teaching in public schools of creationism - the 
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doctrine that God c eated life, rather than it having evolved through 
natural selection - violated the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

The creationists soon regrouped, however. In 1990, Johnson 
published a call for a new strategy which he called "the Wedge", 
promoting a doctrine of"intelligent design". He reasoned that as 
the Supreme Court had definitively quashed the explicit teaching of 
divine origins, a better tactic was to call instead for a type of 
implicit teaching. Life was held to be "irreducibly complex", making 
it impossible to have evolved without the conscious intervention of 
an intelligent designer . This was, in fact, not a new idea, having 
originated with the English theologian William Paley in his 1802 
book Natural Theology. Paley contended that if one were walking 
through a wasteland and came upon a stone he might assume that 
it simply had lain there forever. On the other hand, if one stumbled 
upon a watch, the complexity and integration of the timepiece's 
parts would force one to conclude that this object had not come to 
exist by chance - rather, that it was clearly a designed artifact. Paley 
proceeded, by analogy, to argue that the design apparent in nature 
was evidence of a Grand Designer, namely, God. Johnson's 
innovation 190 years later was to remove the explicit mention o 
God and to try to wrap "intelligent design" in a cloak of (mostly 
bad) science, so that it would pass muster amongst those who d d 
not know the detailed science. • 

hough "intel gent desig s publicly claimed to be non-rel .
g 
ious 

and non-denomina onal - theoretically it could be taken to support 
-the .U .Ologist view that life was engineered by aliens- - Johnson and 
other creationists have privately stated a very different li ne, namely  
the Wedge strategy. Consider, for instance, this statement by 
Johnson: 

Approximately ten years ago, I formulated the Wedge 
strategy with two related goals. The first was to legitimate 
the topic of intelligent design, and hence the critique of 
Darwinism and its basis in naturalistic philosophy, within 
the mainstream intellectual community. The second was to 
make the critique of naturalism the central focus of 
drscussion in the religious world, replacing the deadlocked 
debate over the Genesis chronology which had enabled the 
Darwinists to employ the "Inherit the Wind stereotype" so 
effectively. The goals are intertwined because the 
approach which is capable of challenging the dominant 
philosophy in the secular world will also tend to attract the 
most interest in the religious world. Likewise, the secular 
world finds it fairly easy to ignore a view which it can 
categorize as marginal in the religious world

l  -
but ver 

difficult to ignore a view which has widespread and 
growing public support. I believe that getting the right 
issues on the table for unprejudiced discussion is the all-
important step. Once that is accomplished, it will be 
impossible to conceal for long that Darwinism is based on 
naturalistic philosophy rather than on scientific testing, 
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and that unprejudiced evaluation of the scientific evidence 
points to the existence of intelligent causes in biology. 
["Phillip Johnson's Weekly Wedge Update", 16 April 2001] 

The Wedge, in other words, is more of a Trojan Horse strategy - an 
attempt to smuggle a controversial belief into wider debate under a 
guise of "scientific reasonableness". There are striking parallels to 
the approach taken by the Church of Scientology through its "social 
betterment" organisations. Narconon itself has been called "the 	' 
bridge to The Bridge" (i.e. Scientology); ABLE, its parent 
organisation, is seen as a "major forward thrust ... on the expansion 
of Scientology". Significantly, its activities are placed in the context 
of getting Scientology into broader use in society: "Only the 
technology of L. Ron Hubbard can help salvage these beings. We 
have the only technology to handle the ruins of society. The planet 
cannot be cleared [i.e. every person converted to Scientology) until • 
these barriers at the lower end of The Bridge are fully confronted 
and handled with the tech." [ABLE International newsletter 24 APril 
1991] 

But if the aim is to spread the use of Scientology "technology", why . 
does the Church of Scientology bother with using supposedly 
secular organisations to do the job? This is where the idea of the 
wedge comes in. In the normal course of events, the Church faces a 
number of serious obstacles to getting its teachings into use in 
broad society. These include, but are not confined to, legal 
problems (such as the United States' First Amendmeni, prohibiting 
the entanglement of the state and religion); public controversy (it is 
undeniable that Scientology is controversial); and prior religious 
commitments (especially where Scientology doctrine is 
incompatible with the beliefs of mainstream religions). As the 
diagram below illustrates, the "social betterment" groups help the 
Church to overcome these obstacles by routing around them. 

'• 	• 
Af ; 

.35,1- re a im 	A 

A reliable direct link between society and Scientology is blocked by 
the obStacles mentioned above; these have resulted in Scientology 
(and for that matter, creationism) being relegated to the margins of 

http://www.cs.cmu.edu/—dsciNarconon/scam.htm 	 12/05/2009 



Narconon Exposed: 
	

at is Narconon? - Is Narconon A Scam? 	 Page 4 of 5 

mainstream culture. (This does not mean that Scientology is unable 
to recruit, of course, but it does greatly reduce its effectiveness in 
doing so.) The link is, instead, provided in an indirect form through 
the "social betterment" groups which present Scientology doctrines 
in a form which will not run up against the various obstacles. In a 
very similar way, creationists promote their religious doctrines 
through the ostensibly non-religious doctrine of "intelligent 
design". In so doing, they hope to gradually drive a wedge into 
secular society, creating a climate in which they can more fruitfully 
promote their doctrines openly. It is, in effect, a process o 
habituation. 

In Scientology this is known as a gradient, "a gradual approach to 
something, taken step by step;level by level, each step or level 
being, of itself, easily surmountable - so that, finally, complicated 
and difficult activities can be achieved with relative ease." ( The 
Scientology Handbook - 
<11. 1j_virww.scientologyhandboolcorgishi._3_,htm>]  The concept of 
the gradient is a key feature of Hubbard's "study technology"; 
tackling a subject too abruptly, producing "too steep a gradient", is 
held to be a critical barrier to learning. The solution is to "cut back 
the gradient" by tacking the subject in smaller steps. By analogy, 
there is a steep gradient between Scientology and society. The 
"social betterment" programmes, as a diluted form of Scientology, 
can be used as a way to cut back the gradient and raise the 
"acceptance level" of society, introducing Scientology doctrines to a 
wider audience without frightening the horses. A critical point is 
that even the truth should be approached on a gradient, according - 
o Hubbard: 

Handling truth is, a touchy business also. You don't have to 
tell everything you know - that would jam the com 
[unication] line too. Tell an acceptable truth. 

Agreement with one's message is what [Public Relations 
is seeking to achieve. Thus the message must compare to 
the personal experience of the audience. 

So PR becomes the technique of communicating an 
acceptable truth - and which will attain the desirable 
result. 

If there's no chance of obtaining a desirable result and the 
truth would injure then talk about something else. 
[Hubbard, HCO Policy Letter of 13 August 1970, "The 

issing Ingredient] 

In other words, if the truth is unpalatable, tell an abbreviated 
version of it or change the subject. Doing th i 

	
f 	t  is nnt regar.dedby 

Scientologists as being dishonest. Far from t, in act; ellir!g 
o 

 nl y 
the "acceptable truth" is regarded by Scientology as an entirely 
ethical tactic. This goes a fair way towards explaining why 
Narconoil's openness is occasionally less than perfect. 
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Narconon's approach is clearly not that of a scam. Its staff and 
supporters clearly believe in Narconon, to the point of willingly 
subjecting themselves to its therapy. Its pseudoscientific nature is 
the product of blind belief, not deceit. (L. Ron Hubbard's own 
motives may have been a different matter.) Narconon's behaviour 
does not in itself make it a scam: its motives are sincere, but are 
esentially those of a fundamentalist religious group seeking to 
promote its doctrines under a cloak of secularism. 

Key Fac s Why Criticise Narconon?  
Narconon & Its Critics I  Is Narconon A Scam? 

Back to top  

NOTE This website is not owned, ope ated, sponsored or 
endorsed by Narconon International!, the Association for 
Better Living and Education International or any related 
entities. All trademarks and service marks remain the 

properties of their respective owners. 
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Federal prosecutor's memorandum to the judge urging stiff jail sentences 
for 9 top leaders of Scientology who had pleaded guilty to criminal charges: 

The crime committed.by .these defendants is of a breath and.scope 
prerously vriheard orl•lo building, Oict:i6e, desk,.or file was sate from 
the■r snooping. and prying, ,N6 individUal or Ordanization was.free from 
their despicable.conspiratOrial minds. The tools of their trade were 

iniatare transmitter's, lock picks, secret codes, forged credentials and 
any other.device they found necessary to carry out their conspiratorial 
schemes ' 
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Operation Clambake presents: 

notes about 
Scientolog 

JustiOe Anderson Supreme Court of Viaoria, Australia: 

"Scientology is evil; its techniques are eVil; its practice is a' serious . 
threat to the cominunity, medically, morelly, and socially; and its 
adherents are sadly deluded and often mentally ill... (Scientology is) the . 	 , 
world's largest organization of unqualified persons engaged in the 
practice of dangerous techniques which masquerade as mental 
therapy." 

Kenneth Robinson', British Minister, 9f 

"The‘government is satisfied that Scientology is socially harmful. It 
alienates members of families from each other and attributes squalid 
and disgracefurmotives,to all who oppose it' its authoritarian principle's 
and practice aie potential menaCe to the personality and well being of 
those so deluded.as  to: become;followers; above.all, its methods can be 
a serious daiiger to the pealth.of those who.sdpriiit 1:9  them... .There is 
no power,Under,ekisting Idw to pithhitiit the pr6ctice of Scientology; bu 
the governthebt has concl6ded,thOil is sbObjectioneble that it would 
be righti6.take ail steps within .it'S power to curb its growth." 

Justice Latey, ruling m the High Court of London: 

So:ientology is both immoral and socially obnoxious...lt is corrupt 
sinister and dangerous. It is corruPt'becaUse it is besed on lies and 
d eceit and has its' real Objective money . and, :p. OWer ..for Mr. Hubbard I . 

sinister because it indulges in infamous practices both to its 
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most human problems can be traced to lingering spirits of an 
extraterrestrial people massacred by their ruler, Xenu, over 75 million 
years ago. These spirits attach themselves by "clusters" to individuals 
in the contemporary world, causing spiritual harm and negatively 
influencing the lives of their hosts ". 

Lord Denning: 

...capable of such danger that the public interest demands that people 
should know what is going on" 

Judge Constandia Angelaki: 

"It is an organization with medical, social and ethical practices that are 
dangerous and harmful," 

"It claims to act freely so as to draw members who subsequently 
undergo ... brainwashing by dictated ways of thinking that limit reac ion 
capabilities." 

Supreme Court of V ctoria Australia, Justice Brookings, 1982: 

"....the teaching of Scientology and the practice of Scientology will result 
in the commission of many offenses and may well result in the 
commission of many others." 

California 9th Circuit Appeals court in the Zolan case, after secret 
Scientology tapes were remanded from the U.S. Supreme Court: 

"The purpose of the MCCS project was to cover up past criminal 
wrongdoing.... The MCCS project involved the discussion and planning 
or futOre frauds against the IRS in violation . of 18C USC 371." 

Ted Gunderson, former head of the FB s Los Angeles office quo ed in 
TIME May 6, 1991: 

"In my opinion the church has one of the most effective intelligence 
operations in the U.S. rivaling even that of the FBI. 

RS Final Adverse Ru ing re Church of Spiritual Technology ' July 8, 988: 

"The California case also demonstrates inurement.., amid continuous 
°presentations denying control by and benefit to Mr. Hubbard, and a 

tenacious denial of the actual state of the organization's actual affairs in 
the face of overwhelming evidence establishing the true nature of the 
organization's operations." ...Such self dealing does not lose its identity 
'as private benefit and inurement merely becatise it is conducted 
through intermedialyindividuals andlor organizations.  

http://www.xerni.net/archive/judge_quotes.htinl  12/05/2009 



Opera ion Clambake presen : Quotes about Scientology 	 Page 4 of 6 

• California appellate court, 2nd district, 7th division, Wol ersheim v Church 
of Scientology of California, Civ. No .. B023193 Cal. Super. (1986): 

"Substantial evidence supports the conclusion Scientology leaders 
made the deliberate decision to ruin Wollersheim economically and 
possible psychologically.... We do not mean to suggest Scientology's 
retributive program as described in the evidence of this case 
epresented a full scale modern day "inquisition." Nevertheless there 

are some parallels in purpose and effect. "Fair game" like the 
"inquisition" targeted "heretics." "Other testimony established 
Scientology is a hierarchal organization which exhibits near paranoid 
attitudes toward certain institutions and individuals---in particular the 
government, mental health professions, disaffected members, and 
others who criticize the organization or its leadership... During trial

7  Wollersheim's experts testified Scientology's "auditing" and "discon nec 
practices constituted "brainwashing" and "thought reform" akin to what 
the Chinese and North Koreans practiced on American prisoners of 

ar." "A religious practice which takes place in the context of this level 
of coercion has less religious value than one the reCipient engages in 
voluntarily. Even more significantly, it poses a greater threat to society 
to have coerced religious practices inflicted on its citizens." "Using its 
position as religious leader, the church and its agents coerced 
Wollersheim into continuing auditing even though his sanity was 
epeatedly threatened by this practice... Thus there is adequate proo 

the religious practice in this instance caused real harm to -the individual 
and the appellant's outrageous conduct ceused that harm- Churc 
practices conducted in a coercive environment are not qua iified to be 

• voluntary religious practices ,entitled to first amendment religious 
eectom guerantees. We hold that the state has a compelling interest 

in al owing its citizens to recover for serious emotional injuries they 
suffer through religious practices they are coerced into 'accepting. Such 
conduct is too outrageous to be protected under the constitution and 
too unworthy-to be privileged under the law of torts " 

U S. v Kuch 288 F Sup. 439 968 . 

"Those who seek constitutional protections for their participation in an 
stablishment of religion and freedom to practice its beliefs must not b

e permitted the special freedoms this special sanctuary may provide  
merely by adopting religious nomenclature and cynically using it as a 
Shield to protect them when participating in anti social conduct that 
otherwise stands condemned." 

United States v. Article or Device, Etc., 333 F Supp. 357 (D.D C 1 71 
[regarding Scientology's "E-Meter".]: 

."The bulk of the material is replete with false medical and scientific 
claims devoid of any religious overlay or reference. (333 F.Supp. at 
361) "The Court's opinion directly and forcefully confronts the issue of 
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- • claimed First Amendment protection,by Scientology. The Court then 
held that the practice of Scientology was secular" (333 ESupp. at 359 

Commissioners of the City of Clearwater, Florida, public hearings, May 5-10, 
1982. The Commission received documentary and testimonial evidence with 
respect to the operation, activities and conduct of Scientology. Based upon 
the sworn testimony of witnesses, affidavits, state and federal court 
decisions, and miscellaneous documents reviewed and considered, the 
Commission made the following factual recitation: 

"Evidentiary fact: 
The Church of Scientology is currently engaged in a nationwide 
conspiracy to impede and obstruct municipal, state and federal t xing 
authorities, by adopting a religious and charitable guise to avoid 
payment of taxes. 
"Scientology's internal policies state: "They (the public) want ministers. 
We will show them what ministers look like" (Vol. 1 p.41). "Churches 
are looked upon as reform groups. Therefore, we must act like a reform 
group" (Vo1.1 p.196). 
"Scientology has nothing to do with religion. The Church did not adopt 
the religious guise until it was necessary to seek First Amendment 
protection (Vol.4 p.405). 
"Scientology uses a religious image checklist designed to falsely portray 
a religious image to mislead officials (Vol. 2-p.238,239). "Church policy 
instructs members to lie to inquiring officials (Vol.1 p. -226,227). 

Documentary evidence in Church of Spiritual Technology vs U.S., 
November 22, 1989 

"The goal of the department [of governmental affairs] is to bring the 
government and hostile philosophies or societies into a state of 
complete compliance with the goals of Scientology. This is done by a 
high level ability to control and in its absence by a low /eve/ ability to 
overwhelm. Introvert such agencies. Control suchagencies."-- LRH 
"The purpose of the legal officer is to help LRH handle every legal, 
government, suit, accounting and tax contact or action.., and to bring 
the greatest possible confusion and loss to its enemies." -- LRH 

"Guardian Order 060971 seized in FBI authorized search of Sciento ogy 
headquarters: 

"The vital targets on which we must invest most of our time are: 
(T1) Depopularizing the enemy to the point of obliteration. 
(T2) Taking over the control or allegiance of the heads or proprietors of 
all news media. 
(T3) Taking over the control or allegiance of key political figures. 
(T4) Taking over the control or allegiance of those who monitor 
international finance..." 
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• Documentary ev dence tn the Armstrong case: 

'You can be merciless whenever your will is crossed and you have the 
right to be merciless." -- LRH 

California Supreme Court n United States v. Lee 455 U S. 252,257,258 
(1982): 

"When a person is subjected to coercive persuasion las in Scientology 
without his knowledge or consent ...The may] develop serious and 
sometimes irreversible physical and psychiatric disorders, up to and 
including schizophrenia, self-mutilation, and suicide." 

Co lection of quotes made by FAC.T. Net , web page made and hos ed by: 

0 
	

A 

n dr ing Sciento y! 
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