Essex County Council
Schools, Children & Families Directorate
PO Box 297, County Hall
Chelmsford, Essex
CM1 1YS
Our ref: ECC-005715-10
Your ref: N/a
Date: 28 July 2010
Dear Mr A Williams

Your Freedom of Information Request:

| am pleased to enclose the following information, which | believe answers
your request.

Question: Please can you quantify the Current, basic Fostering Allowances
in your area, per age of child? Do these Allowances include Child Benefit or
do Foster Parents receive Child Benefit in addition to Fostering Allowances?
Are additional Allowances paid for things like Christmas and Birthday
Presents, Holidays, School Uniform, etc?

Answer: We do not pay child benefit to any carer and the carer cannot claim
this as they will be receiving a fostering allowance.

Fostering Payments broken down into:
Scale a0 -4years £120.19 per week
Scaleb5-10yrs  £133.77
Scale ¢ 11-15 £164.57
Scale d 16+ £200.13

Level 1is £6,167.00 p.a. (£120.05 per week)
Level 2is £12,334.00 p.a. (£240.10 per week)

Foster carers receive an extra weeks allowance at Christmas and birthdays if
a child is in placement. Foster carers receive up to two weeks extra
allowance for holidays a year. School uniform needs to be paid out of the
allowance.

You may reuse all or part of this information free of charge in any format or
medium. You must reuse it accurately and not in a misleading context.

Please contact me if you would like further advice or assistance about your
request or your right to access information held by Essex County Council.



If you are not satisfied with my response to your request, please let me know.
If | am unable to resolve the issue immediately, | will explain our complaints
procedure. If, after following our complaints procedure, you are still not
satisfied, you are entitled to ask the Information Commissioner to review our
decision. You can contact him at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow,
Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545700.

Yours sincerely

Kim Acreman

Information Access Officer

Schools, Children and Families

Essex County Council | telephone: 08457 430430 email:
XXXXXXXXXXXXXX@XXXXX.XXX.XX

For Information Governance information: http://intranet/infogov
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