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Dear Ms Moore

RE:  Request for Information (280/267) 

Thank you for your recent request for information received on the 6th July 2010. As the Compliance Officer for the Department of Housing & Social Services, I have made enquiries with the relevant Officers with regards to the number of children who have been forcibly adopted (without parental consent and wishes) since 2006.

I can confirm that we do hold relevant information and acknowledge that read on its own the information would not identify individuals.  However, due to the number of children referred to in the relevant information, and given the small size of the local authority area and the community on Anglesey, it is likely that public disclosure of the anonymous information could lead to the identification of the individuals.  This would be unfair to the individuals. 

Having considered your request we conclude that it would not be lawful to disclose the requested information.  In this regard, we have considered the direction provided by the First Tier Tribunal (Information Rights) Legal professional privilege in the cases Department of Health v IC and the Pro Life Alliance (EA/2008/0074) and Magherafelt District Council v IC (EA/2009/0047). 

Therefore, the information that you have requested constitutes exempt information under Section 40 (2) of The Freedom of Information Act 2000, as its release may lead to the identification of individuals, which would in turn may affect their right to privacy.

If you are unhappy with the decision made within this letter in relation to your request you may ask for an internal review.  Please address your correspondence to the Complaints Officer, Managing Director's Department, Council Offices, Llangefni, Ynys Môn LL77 7TW (E-mail: LEGALPOLICY@anglesey.gov.uk). Please note however, the review will focus on access to information issues only and not the decision made by the Authority in relation to the SLA Grant.

 If you are not content with the outcome of any internal review you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5AF (E-mail data@dataprotection.gov.uk).  Please note that the ICO is likely to expect internal complaints procedures to have been exhausted before beginning his investigation.


I trust this clarifies our situation.

Yours sincerely







Emma J Edwards
Compliance Officer
Business Support Manager
Housing & Social Services Department
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