	1. DETAILS OF EVENT
	2. ADVICE
	3. OFFICIAL'S DETAILS

	Title: Official opening of Platform 0, King’s Cross Station
	Background / Advice:
Robin Gisby, Network Rail’s Director of Operations and Customer Services, has invited you to perform the official opening of Platform 0*, part of the redevelopment of the station, and to board the first train to arrive at the platform. 

You are welcome to make a short speech and to meet some of those responsible for the work (contractors to NR). If you wish, NR would arrange a tour of the station, focussing on the continuing redevelopment work. If you wish to arrive on the train (which is expected to be a ‘special’ rather than a regular service, probably operated by East Coast) you are welcome to do so. NR are flexible about arrangements for the day, but want to get the date in diaries so they can plan further

* Platforms cannot be added without resignalling. So as the new platform is in the main shed alongside Platforms 1-8, it became Platform Y and was later redesignated Platform 0
	Implications of accepting AND declining: 

Accepting: chance to mark a key milestone in the redevelopment of King’s Cross and meet some of those responsible for doing the work

Declining: no implications beyond some disappointment for organisers
	Name: [Redacted]

Full Telephone No and GTN:

[Redacted]
Email address (if not DfT Central): 

	Venue & Full Address: 
Platform 0, King’s Cross Station, London, N1 9AG
	
	
	

	Day of the week, date and time: Thursday 20 May, 10.15 (train arrives)
	
	
	SCS Sign Off: 
Stephen Wolstenholme

Post: DM, Rail Support and Communication

	Description: Official opening ceremony and optional short speaking opportunity; optional station tour; optional train journey (details tbc)
	
	
	4. PRIVATE OFFICE COMMENTS

	
	
	Key departmental messages &, if a visit or event, press office advice: 

Mark work so far and look forward to completion of major development at key London terminus

NR expect to invite local/London press, rail trade titles and national transport correspondents
	[bookmark: Text16]Diary: 





Other: 

	Audience/Attendees: Senior NR and TOC figures, media, NR contractors involved in construction
	Suitable for video conference?
No
	
	

	Recommendation: Accept, diary permitting. This is a significant landmark in the redevelopment of the station and ties into the narrative on Olympic preparations
	Contact details to arrange video conference.
Name: 
Position: 
Tel: 
	
	

	
	
	Press Officer consulted:
[Redacted]

	

	[bookmark: Text14]Minister's decision and comments:      



