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	Mr A Boyd
mailto:request-30461-24e0f4ef@whatdotheyknow.com
	Performance Services and Capacity
Customer Services
Civic Centre, West, Street
Oldham, Oldham OL1 1UG

	
	Tel: 0161 770 4905

	Dear Mr A Boyd

	Re: Freedom of Information Request 


I refer to your request for information made by e-mail on 11th April 2010.  
Please note your request for information has been considered in accordance with the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FoIA).
The Council has complied with your request in relation to all the questions asked. Please see information below.
I am looking for a list of long term empty property lists within the council’s area. Would you be able to supply me with these under the Freedom of Information Act? A spreadsheet will suffice; I require no personal information simply the property address.
   
We first responded to your query asking for further information and to clarify the information you required;
  
In order to assist you in meeting your information needs, could you be more specific as to the type of empty properties you are seeking information on. E.g. In what area, residential/business, council owned, what you mean by long term and so on.

Further information you provided.

If I could have all empty properties that would be great, if you can mark the differences on the spreadsheet then that would be brilliant. I do not need to know whether they are council houses or not. By Long term I mean empty for more than six months. 

a. Please find attached a spreadsheet with some of the information you have requested.  We have only been able to provide the information regarding private properties stating;
i. Property address
ii. Area via postcode
iii. Properties empty over six months
iv. Residential/business

We are unable to extract the information as to whether the property is council owned or privately owned from within our system as the information requested is likely to take more than 18hrs to retrieve and extract the information.  The 18hrs is costed in law at £25 per hour, the statutory cost limit being £450.  For your information the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 (SI 2004/3244) set out the rules in relation to the cost limit (otherwise called the “appropriate limit”). These Regulations are published by the Office of Public Sector Information (OPSI) and are viewable on their web site from this link:   http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2004/uksi_20043244_en.pdf

Should you have any question in relation to the above information please do not hesitate to contact me using the details below.

Yours faithfully



	Suzanne Heywood

	Acting Head of Customer Services 

	Direct line: 0161 770 4905

	Email: suzanne.heywood@oldham.gov.uk
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