Barnsley Work and Skills Board – Common Purpose

Barnsley Work and Skills Board (BWSB) sponsored (£5,000) a Common Purpose event for school children in June 2009.
The theme of the event was work and skills. Several of the Board members, including the private sector, gave their time to be involved in the three day course. 
As Board Manager I led the first event where the young people looked:
· At the different levels of unemployment across the borough and how it affected the different neighbourhoods. 
· Discussed how unemployment would affect individuals/lifestyles compared to those in highly skilled, highly paid employment. 
· Drawing a ‘route map’ from school to a skilled job. This was done in groups with the best ‘route map’ featured on the Barnsley Needs You website.
Other board members were involved in sessions discussing ‘influence’ and which people influenced their lives. The last session was a ‘dragons den’ where the young people had set up a company and board members discussed the possible success of those companies.
The work and skills elements of the course was managed alongside the core elements of Common Purpose; meeting people in senior positions in local society e.g. police, elected councillors etc.
