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	Reply to request for information under Freedom of Information of Act 

	Your Ref:
	E-mail of 30 December 2009

	Address:
	request-25219-54876851@whatdotheyknow.com

	Request
	Under the Environmental Information Regulations, the University is required to:
     
"(a) progressively make the information available to the public by electronic means which are easily accessible; and
(b) take reasonable steps to organize the information relevant to its functions with a view to the active and systematic  dissemination to the public of the information."
     
What steps has the University taken to ensure compliance with this part of the EIR, in particular with respect to the work of scientists studying climate change?



Thank you for your request.

The University’s publishes information on what it is doing to reduce the environmental impact of its activities, and, in particular, to reduce its carbon footprint. It also publishes information on research into climate change. 

Environmental impact of University activities
1. Strategic Plan 2008–9 to 2012–13 (paragraph 142)
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/pra/planningcycle/strategicplan.pdf

2. Environmental Sustainability Policy 
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/estates/environment/envpol08.pdf

3. Energy Management Strategy and Implementation Plan
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/estates/environment/index.shtml

4. Recent initiatives
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/estates/environment/recinit.pdf

All the above documents are accessible through the University’s Freedom of Information Publication Scheme at http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/foi/contents.shtml: follow the link for ‘University’s Statutes, Policies and Regulations’.

Research into climate change
There is a considerable amount of information published on the websites of individual departments and research groups. The following pages provide an overview of what is available, including links to more detailed information:
1. Climate research across the University
http://www.eci.ox.ac.uk/research/climate/cop15/oxford/index.html

2. Climate change experts
http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_releases_for_journalists/ccexperts.html

The first item is accessible by clicking on ‘About research at Oxford’ on the home page, and then scrolling down to the link on ‘Climate Change’. The second is accessible by clicking on ‘Media’ on the home page and then the link for ‘Climate change experts for the media’ on the left hand side. Alternatively, they are the fourth and seventh items that appear from a search for ‘climate change’ on the home page.

Please note that the first item above – Climate research across the University – was originally prepared as a USB memory stick for delegates at the recent Copenhagen conference and has only recently been added to the website,, without editing. Changes will be made in due course to remove references in the text to ‘this USB’. 

If you are not content with this reply, you may ask for a review by writing to the Registrar at the following address, stating when and to whom the original request was made.

The Registrar
University Offices
Wellington Square
Oxford 
OX1 2JD

You may also request a review by e-mailing foi@admin.ox.ac.uk.

If, after the investigation of your complaint, you are still dissatisfied, you have the right under Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act to apply to the Information Commissioner at the following address for a decision as to whether your request for information has been dealt with in accordance with the Act.





FOI OXFORD
Tel: 01865‑270000
Fax: +44 (0)1865‑270222 E‑Mail: foi@admin.ox.ac.uk Web: www.ox.ac.uk
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