Brent Council - INFORMATION REQUEST

Our Reference: 523840
====================================================

Dear Ms. Berlow,

Your request for information has now been considered and the information requested is set out below. 

You requested:

I read that you had 37 children registered as Electively Home Educated in
2007 and a different FOI request has already asked for current figures.


Therefore for the purposes of this FOI request, these children are either de-registered from a school or have never been registered with a school.


A)   I would like to know of these children how many are there where the
visiting person has     concerns that a 'suitable' education is being
provided?


  Of the 82 children with their details recorded by the local authority as
  being home educated at some point during 08/09, three families have
  failed to provide information about the education of four children. In
  the case of two families we are still implementing our procedures in the
  third case see (B)1.


B)   I would also appreciate it if this information could be broken down
into categories:


  1) whether they feel that no education is taking place?


     Yes


  2) whether they feel that the philosophy of education is inadequate -for
     example in the case of autonomous or child led learning, that
     particular child is not appearing to be learning 'enough'?


  3) whether there are concerns because the family have not implemented a structured  approached?


  4)   or whether the fact that the national Curriculum is not being
followed is causing concern?


C)    If there are children in the above 4 categories, please indicate if
  further steps are being taken- for example, issuance of a School
  Attendance Order?


  Families are home visited, written to/emailed telephoned in order to
  obtain some information about the educational arrangements they are
  making for their child. If the LA fails to get any information after
  considerable efforts to speak to parents have been made, then we have to
  consider whether a breach of the 1996 Education Act is taking place. We
  will then write to parents under section 437(1) of the 1996 Education Act
  informing the parents that if they do not provide us with information
  about home education we will serve a notice. If we don¿t hear from the
  parent we serve them with a notice, giving them 15 school days to
  respond. Parents have three choices, either they provide information
  about the home education, they find a school of their choice or the LA
  will name a school. One family accepted our help to find a school place
  and the child returned to school. We are still implementing procedures
  with two other families. It is our aim to work with families and to take
  legal action only as a last resort.


D)   Please also indicate if any Education Supervision Orders are currently
in court for this  population?


  No


E)   Please can you confirm whether any children who fit into the above
categories of concern about¿ educational provision suitability' would also therefore be referred to Social Services?


  Not unless there were child protection concerns.


F)    Lastly is it possible in your Local Authority that Social Services
  are involved with a family but that The EHE department do not know of
  this involvement.  (This involvement would be on an on-going basis rather
  than a one off referral which is found to be of no genuine concern).


  Social care always contacts our department if they come across a child
  being educated at home. We have an EHE guidance & policy that goes out to
  other departments in Brent Children & Families Department.


Please note that the information provided may be subject to copyright and you may require further permission from the Council to re-use it. If you require further guidance please write to the IT Standards Manager (contact details below).

If you are dissatisfied with the response or how the Council has handled your request you can complain to the Council by writing to the following address: IT Standards Manager at Brent Council,Floor 5, 349-357 High Road, Wembley HA9 6BZ, telephone 020 8937 1402, e-mail foi@brent.gov.uk. It is the Council's policy to ensure that, where practicable, your complaint is dealt with by someone who was not involved in the original decision.

You also have a right of appeal about our decision to the Information Commissioner, however, the Information Commissioner will not normally consider an appeal until you have exhausted your rights of redress and complaint to the Council. The Information Commissioner can be contacted as follows:
Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF; Telephone: 01625 545 700, www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
As part of our commitment to improve our service to our customers we would welcome any feedback on the way that we have dealt with your request.




Yours sincerely

Stephen F Williams,
DPA & FOI Consultant
stephenf.williams@brent.gov.uk
