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Dear Mr Walker

RE: UEA/CRU investigation

Thank you for your e-mail of 30 November 2009 in which you ask for information on the Department’s policy regarding fraud investigations. Please accept our apologies for the delay in responding. 

Following consultation with colleagues who deal with Freedom of Information (FOI) requests it has been decided to treat your request as a normal course of business enquiry rather than a formal request under the terms of the FOI Act. The reason for this is that in our view your question is hypothetical and not a formal request for recorded information. 

The following link is guidance from the Information Commissioner on FOI requests and on page 6 explains the difference between a normal business enquiry and a FOI request.
http://www.ico.gov.uk/upload/documents/library/freedom_of_information/practical_application/foi_hints_for_practitioners_handing_foi_and_eir_requests_2008_final.pdf.

In view of the re-classification of your request as a normal business enquiry, the internal review you requested in your e-mail of 31 December (because you received no response within the 20 day deadline allowed by the FOI legislation) will not now take place as it is not applicable.

In your e-mail of 30 November you ask the following question which we quote:

“In view of the recent allegations of fraud at the UEA CRU, what is your department's policy regarding the investigation of allegations of this nature?
Please supply appropriate documents.”

There are two issues which we take to be relevant to your question. The first is an allegation of fraud against the Department of Energy & Climate Change (DECC) or against a DECC contractor, and the second an allegation of fraud against an outside organisation of relevance to the work of DECC.

With regard to the first issue, any allegation of fraud made against this Department or one of its contractors would be thoroughly investigated as a matter of policy, but the nature of the investigation would really depend on the circumstances surrounding the allegations. As to the second issue, it would be a matter for the organization concerned to set up any investigation. In this context we welcome UEA’s prompt decision to hold an independent inquiry.

I hope this response addresses your concerns. 

Yours sincerely
Paul Munro
Climate and Energy: Science and Analysis

Email 		paul.munro@decc.gsi.gov.uk
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