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Dear Mr Perrin, 

Re: Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received on the 1 September 2009.  
 
You requested information on the following. 
 
Request 
 
“I am seeking information regarding the process undergone since the agreement was 
entered into and the date at which my FOI request was submitted. 
 
My interest is in the process undergone and judgements taken inside he council and with 
Network Rail to arrive at a scheme to use the monies for the benefit of the community. 
Given that this is intended to benefit the community there is a strong public interest 
in making this information public. 
 
I have had to resort to an FOI request after fruitless phone calls, messages not returned etc 
by officers. 
 
I was one of the people leading the campaign against Network Rails plans for Kings Cross 
and it was essentially to me that they made an offer of the £1m S106 scheme at the last 
minute before the development control committee. You might appreciate that I have been 
frustrated that I have been unable to find out how the S106 scheme has progressed and 
concerned at the lack of community consultation.” 
 
 
Response 
 
Thank you for your request and letter of clarification. I am sorry that you have been unable 
to reach Council officers in your past attempts to seek information on the current status of 
the S106 fund. Camden has a dedicated S106 officer who can answer such queries, as can 
members of the King’s Cross team who have worked on the planning application and 
subsequent submissions.  



 
As you are aware the relevant S106, which is available through Camden’s planning website 
under the planning reference 2006/3387/P, was signed and dated 9th November 2007.  
 
Payments 
In the period since that time Network Rail have made a number of submissions pursuant to 
the legal agreement which are relevant to your query, namely those pursuant to paragraphs 
4.18, 4.21 and 4.22. I have summarised them below.  
 
In December 2007 in accordance with paragraph 4.21.1 Network Rail made a payment of 
£100,000 for the Highways Contribution. This money is being held in the Camden S106 
account towards the purposes defined in paragraph 2.39 ‘Highway contribution’.  
 
In September 2008 further to paragraph 4.22.1 Network Rail made a payment of 
£26,037.20 for the commissioning and undertaking of the Environmental Improvements 
Study. This was the first payment made in respective of York Way Environmental 
Improvements. In May 2008 Camden commissioned the study from Urban Initiatives at a 
cost of £19,800. Their report including recommendations was received in March 2009. As 
part of the study a further £2810 was spent on a survey to provide detailed information on 
bus movements along the relevant stretch of York Way. Both of these costs have been met 
from the Environmental Improvements Contribution fund, which is held in a dedicated S106 
account maintained by Camden’s S106 monitoring officer. The contents of the Urban 
Initiatives report are discussed further below.  
 
Following the discharge of paragraph 4.18.3(ii) and in accordance with paragraph 4.18.7 
Network Rail paid the Council the index linked Footbridge Contribution of £258,941.34. 
 
In accordance with paragraph 4.22.3 Network Rail provided details of the cost of cleaning 
works to the Eastern Range. The costs of £68,221.68 were accepted by Camden. 
Subsequently Network Rail paid the balance of the Environmental Improvements 
contribution, being the indexed sum of £650,000 less the cleaning costs. The final figure 
was £575,555.14.  
 
York Way Improvements 
Urban Initiatives’ York Way study recommended a number of improvements to York Way 
south of Goods Way. These include better street lighting, a new crossing point at Caledonia 
Street, enhanced crossing points at the Wharfdale Road and Pentonville Road junctions, 
increased pedestrian space at the south end of the street and minor changes to the location 
of bus stops and stands. TfL are aware of Camden’s aspirations for a complete re-design of 
the main crossing point at the Pentonville Road junction and have indicated their broad 
support for the proposals.  
 
Following the removal of the scaffolding from the Eastern Range in the spring of this year 
Camden highways division negotiated the retention of the temporarily widened pedestrian 
pavement which is consistent with the recommendations of the York Way environmental 
improvements study. It is planned that the southern section of York Way will be treated with 
new road markings setting out the lanes and traffic indications at the end of 2009 as part of 
wider bus stop works on York Way. These improvements will remain until such time as a 
final treatment is agreed and completed. 
 
The report provides an overview of options which will require road safety audits and further 
checks before they can be worked up to the next level of detail in preparation for 
consultation. Camden officers expect to identify preferred elements of Urban Initiatives’ 
work recommendations and prepare proposals for consultation with local residents, 



businesses and commuters in 2009/10. The final improvements will then be chosen and 
scheduled for delivery. Much of the work will require close co-operation between the 
boroughs of Camden and Islington, Network Rail and TfL. The timings for delivery will vary 
depending on the development context and the complexity of delivery of each element.  
 
Summary 
The Urban Initiatives study has not yet been made publicly available due to the preliminary 
nature of the consultants’ recommendations. At this stage the study has not been endorsed 
or adopted by the Council and does not represent the views of the Council, TfL or London 
Borough of Islington. It is a very large file in electronic format and can be made available to 
you on request although it must be noted that decisions have not yet been made on the 
improvements and the cost estimates included are approximate. 
 
Once proposals for environmental improvements have been prepared there will be a 
programme of consultation with local residents and businesses. 
 
Please note the information is covered by copyright legislation. You are not authorised to 
re-use this information for commercial or research purposes as defined by the Re-Use of 
Public Sector Regulations 2005. If you do wish to re-use this information please contact the 
Freedom of Information Team, First Floor, 3-5 Cressy Road, London NW3 2ND, who will 
assess your request.   
 
If you are dissatisfied with this response and wish to appeal please set out in writing your 
grounds of appeal (within 2 months of this letter) and send it to the Freedom of Information 
Appeals Panel, Central Complaints Unit, Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 
9JE, and your complaint will be dealt with through our Internal Review procedure. 
 
If you are still not satisfied following the Internal Review, you have a right to appeal to the 
Information Commissioner’s Office. They can be contacted at: Water House, Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF. Telephone: 01625 545 700 
www.ico.gov.uk 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Benjahman Kush 
Senior Administration Officer 
 


