Email from the Surrey Comet to Kingston University Press Office. 25 June 2008.

I picked this story up today about possible pressure being applied to external examiners by Kingston University.
 
http://news.bbc.co.uk:80/1/hi/education/7470125.stm
 
Do you have a statement in response to this at the moment?
 
I also have some additional questions on the story:
 
 - Can you confirm the existence of the internal email?
 - Has the staff member who sent the email and then contacted the external examiner been identified and if so, can you release their name and has any action been taken against them?
 - Are there any concerns over the quality of the music degree?
 - Is pressure applied to external examiners who paint "unflattering" pictures of courses at Kingston University? Are "sympathetic" external examiners selected? And, what is meant by selecting examiners that are aware of the "challenges faced by Kingston University?"
 
I appreciate a response to this may take a while to pull together but as we now work to a rolling web deadline - I'd appreciate if you could get back to me asap - hopefully by tomorrow lunchtime?

