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Essex County Council 

 

PO Box 11, County Hall 

abc

Chelmsford 
Essex CM1 1LX 
 

 

Ms Alison Stevens 

Our Ref:    

ECC-026982-12

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx

Date:          18 December 2012

 
Dear Ms Stevens 
 
Your Freedom of Information Request: 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act regarding: 
 

 

1. How many section 20 orders have Essex Social Services instigated 
within the last six months, where parents have agreed to place their child 
into the care of the Local Authority?  

 

Number of S20 Orders 

159 

 
2. In how many of these cases was the child or children returned to their 
parents and made subject to a child protection care plan or deemed to be a 
child or children in need? 
 

Number of Cases 

2 

 
2a. Of S20 cases within last 6 months, how many returned home 
 

Number of Cases 

27 

 
2b. Of S20 cases within last 6 months, how many returned home and were 
already on, or started, a CiN plan? 
 

Number of Cases 

9 

 
3. How many of these cases resulted in the instigation of Care 
proceedings? 
This information is currently being collated by our Legal Services and we will 
provide this to you as soon as possible.   
Contd/….. 
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4. How many cases of these resulted in an adoption placement or adoption 
order being granted? 

 

Number of Cases 

0 

 

5. How many of these cases resulted in children being placed in long term 
foster care? 
We were unable to provide children in 'Long term fostering' because we do not 
use 'long-term-fostering' as a plan for a child. We would always want to get the 
child out of the care system as soon as possible, so our plans would always be 
for a child to return home, or for special guardianship or residence orders, or, 
where appropriate, adoption. In some cases, this will not always be possible, and 
so a child may end up being in foster care for a long time. Because this is not our 
intention, we would not be able to ascertain the numbers that had been in long-
term placements until after a period of time that could be defined as 'long-term' 
had elapsed. This is particularly true given that the timescale for this FOI which is 
for the previous six months, so the longest any child could have been in foster 
care is six months. 
  
As a substitute, the attached is the number of children in the cohort (i.e. Section 
20 in the last 6 months) who were placed into foster care, with no assumptions 
made about the eventual length of time a child will be in it. 

 

 

Number of Cases 

84 

 

6. In how many of these cases was the child or children returned to their 
parents with no action taken? 

 

 

Number of Cases 

16 

 
 

You may reuse all or part of this information free of charge in any format or 
medium. You must reuse it accurately and not in a misleading context. 
 
Please contact me if you would like further advice or assistance about your 
request or your right to access information held by Essex County Council. 
 
If you are not satisfied with my response to your request, please let me know. If I 
am unable to resolve the issue immediately, I will explain our complaints 
procedure.  
 
Contd/….. 
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If, after following our complaints procedure, you are still not satisfied, you are 
entitled to ask the Information Commissioner to review our decision. You can 
contact him at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, 
telephone 01625 545700. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Lauri Almond  

 

 

Information Governance Officer 
Schools, Children and Families 

 

 

Essex County Council 

 

 

Telephone: 08457 430430  

 

 

Email: 

