HOUSE OF COMMONS

Francis Irving
Via email: request-1262-efe2d136@whatdotheyknow.com

11 March 2009
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Response to request for internal review (F08-260)

Thank you for your request for an internal review which was received on 28 August.
I am very sorry for the time that this has taken to bring to a conclusion but the
issues were novel and complex and required careful consideration.

Summary

The review has concluded that the decision not to send the response to the
whatdotheyknow.com web site was correct because you are asking for disclosure of
the information in a form which necessarily involves its immediate and automatic
re-publication. Although we were and are prepared to provide the information to
you to a different e-mail address or in another format (such as paper or CD), we do
not consider that it is reasonably practicable (in the terms of s.11(1) FOIA) to provide
the information to an e-mail address which must have the effect of causing the
material to be republished without our consent in breach of our rights under the
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

However in accordance with section 16 FOIA (the duty to provide advice and
assistance), the review recommends that the publishers of _
whatdotheyknow.com should be offered a licence to republish as much of the
information which you have requested as possible. Once the site’s publishers
have entered into a licence permitting such republication of the information,
the final response to your request together with most of the information to be
provided will be supplied via the site’s email. In anticipation of future FOI
requests submitted via the whatdotheyknow site the reviewer also
recommends that the licence be drafted in such a way as to enable the House
administration to grant permission on a case by case basis to
whatdotheyknow.com republish future documents released under FOIA by the
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