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Our Ref: FOI/AL 

Gavin Starky 
Request-10111-4730ff45@whatdotheyknow.com 
 
(By email) 
 
 
 

Date: 21 April 2009 

 
Dear Mr Starky, 
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

I refer to your request for information from the Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency 
(SCDEA) as follows, 

‘Can you tell me the number of job vacancies currently advertised within your department on this 
day 1/04/09 broken down into those advertised internally and those advertised externally?” 
 
By way of explanation, the Freedom of Information Act (Scotland) 2002 (FOISA) places a 
requirement on “public authorities” to answer requests received from members of the public.  
“Public authorities” for the purpose of the Act are listed within Schedule 1.  Whereas police forces 
are listed within this Schedule, the SCDEA is not.   
 
On 1 April 2007, as a result of the Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2006, 
the SCDEA became a statutory body, maintained by the Scottish Police Services Authority (SPSA).   
 
The 2006 Act includes the SPSA as a ‘public authority’ under the amendment to Schedule 1 of 
FOISA, but only in relation to those police support services it provides. The SCDEA is not a 
police support service and is therefore not included in Schedule 1.  In other words, the 
SCDEA is not covered by the provisions of FOISA and is under no obligation as an 
organisation to respond to FOIA requests. 
 
This information is readily available on the Agency website http://www.scdea.police.uk/foi.htm and 
also at http://www.whatdotheyknow.com/body/scottish_crime_and_drug_enforcement_agency. 
 
   



 
  

Director General: Gordon Meldrum 

  

However, the Agency aims to make non-operational information available on its website, which 
will include documents such as the Annual Report and the Annual Plan. Also, we may respond to 
reasonable requests for information, although not under the provisions of FOISA legislation, if we 
hold such information. However, requests for information about particular activities of the SCDEA 
will be refused. 
 
In this instance the Agency is willing to supply the following information, although not under the 
provisions of FOISA legislation. 
 
Posts being advertised as at 01/04/09 are as follows: 
 
Advertised both internally/externally: 
 
Compliance Officer, SCDEA Crime Co-ordination,  
Communications Data Unit Events Co-ordinator, SCDEA Crime Support, Interventions 
 
Advertised throughout all Scottish Forces, British Transport Police and SEMPERscotland, 
and also placed on SCDEA website: 
 
Detective Inspector, SCDEA Crime Support, Scottish Witness Liaison Unit, 
Detective Constable, SCDEA Intelligence, Source Management Unit 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Alex Love 
Executive Support Officer 
 
 
 


